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I DESIRE to express my special obligations, in pre- 
paring these Lectures, to the valuable work of Stiers, 
*' The Words of the Lord Jesus," from which many 
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LECTURE I. 



THE FOEEBODING. 
Lamektatiokb I. 12. 

" Is IT KOTHIKe TO TOIT, ALL Til THAT PASS BY ? BeHOLB, 
AST) SEE, IF THBBE BE AE7 80BB0W LIKE TTNTO Mt SoS* 
BOW." 

The Person of our Lord is the central Object in all 
the Scriptures. It must needs have been so in a re- 
velation made to mankind ; not that He alone of the 
Three Persons of the adorable Godhead, is concerned 
with the fortunes of humanity, but because He is the 
One only Person, through Whom the Godhead has 
been visibly manifested, first as the Word to the orders 
of heavenly creatures existing before the creation of 
man^ afterwards as Man among men. But our Lord 
is not revealed in His simple personality. In all 
His revelations of Himself, so far at least as they 
relate to this world, a veil of unspeakable Sorrow 
shrouds His Sacred Form. The Passion He was to 
undergo, pervades and penetrates the entire revela- 
tion ; so that wherever there occurs the mention of 
the Son of Man, quickly we are recalled from the con- 
templation of His Majesty by some allusion to His 

II. B 
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Sorrows. The very first announcement of the Incar- 
nation of our LoRDi is clothed in the idea of Satan 
" bruising His heel."* One of the latest allusions to 
this great mystery in the Holy Scriptures, even when 
the last Sacrifice was " finished," and His glory was 
perfected, is embodied in the vision of '' a Lamb as 
it had been slain."* 

We may here discern one cause of the remarkable 
circumstance, that throughout the Old Testament 
there is felt, always beneath the surface, and continu- 
ally rising above it, a tone of intense sadness, a deep 
pathos, often mingling with the most rapturous strains 
of joy. Not only such writers as Jeremiah, who is 
distinguished among the prophets of Israel, as the or- 
gan of a peculiar sorrow, such as well becomes the 
prophet of the nation in the era of its darkest degra- 
dation and distress ; but even Isaiah in his most tri- 
umphant anticipations of its future glory breathes the 
same sorrowful accents. His later chapters, the most 
abounding in the richest hopes of the people of God, 
are immediately preceded by the most touching picture 
in all the Prophetical Books, of the **Man of Sor- 
rows."^ The same cloud of sadness hangs around the 
vision of the coming Messiah to the very end of the 
roll of prophecy. Even amid all the joy of the ran- 
somed people after their captivity, Zechariah still speaks 
of the Man '' wounded in His Hands in the house of 
His friends,"* and sold for ** thirty pieces of silver.''* 

Still more strikingly does this saddened view of the 
Messiah prevail throughout the Psalms. In David's 
time, whien the kingdom of Israel was risen almost to 
its full grandeur, we might have expected that the 

\ Gen. iii. 15. ® Rev. v. 6. * Isa. liii. 3. 

* Zeeh. xiii. 6. ^ Zeeh. xi. 12. 
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glory of the King Would have been the engrossing 
subject of the national psalmody. On the contrary, 
there is scarcely a Psalm in which we do not find some 
expression which speaks of the burden of secret sor- 
row. Often the minutest details of the mysterious suf- 
fering which the Psalms forebode, are vividly pictured ; 
and the Psalms formed the Prayer Book of the nation, 
and therefore embodied the continual expression of 
the inner mind of the sacred people. The explanation 
of this remarkable feature of the Holy Scriptures, is 
to be found in the fact, that on the Mind of the Spirit^ 
Who inspired the sacred writers, there was ever brood- 
ing the dark shadow of the coming Sorrows of the 
Son of Man, clearly visible to Him, although the in- 
spired writers themselves might not understand the 
meaning of the profound sadness which lay beneath 
their own expressions. Their words are the laboured 
beatings of an oppressed Heart, ever longing to reveal 
Its love to the world, yet ever restraining Itself from 
the full manifestation. 

Nor is this Sorrow of the Son of God to be regarded 
as affecting Himself alone, or viewed separately from 
the love of the Father in surrendering Him to such 
a destiny. The Divine Nature is impassible, i.e., not 
subject to emotions of anxiety or grief. It knows 
no sorrow, nor can suffer loss. But '' God so loved 
the world, that He gave His Only Begotten Son ;*' 
and we may discern the revelation of the movements 
of the Father's Heart in the types which foreshow 
the amazing Sacrifice. . There is a distinction to be 
marked between the earlier and the later Scriptures, 
in revealing the love of the Father and of the Son. 
The two manifestations of love indeed can never really 

B 2 
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be separated, so intimate is the union between the Two 
Divine Persons. 

But a greater prominence is given at one period of 
the revelation to the love of the Father, at another to 
the love of the Son. In the earlier books of the Old 
Testament, the yielding up of the Only Begotten Son 
by the Father is most prominently revealed. It is 
manifested in varied types and figures. Most moving 
pictures there pass before our eyes of parental bereave- 
ment, in such detail as could hardly have been looked 
for, unless some deeper truth than the domestic sorrows 
of individual men, lay beneath the surface. This is to 
be observed in Abraham's secret struggle in offering 
up his son, the only son of promise. The same ap- 
pears again in Jacob's long mourning for the firstborn 
of the loved Rachel, and his pitiful cry at the appre- 
hension of the loss of Benjamin ; " If I am bereaved of 
my children, I am bereaved. Joseph is not, and 
Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away : all 
these things are against me."^ And so, again, in Da- 
vid's earnest longing to sacrifice himself, had it been 
possible to spare the life of his son at the cost of his 
own, — " Oh, my son Absalom, my son, my son Absa- 
lom ! Would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, 
my son, my son."* 

These histories are types, faint representations of 
the Infinite. They reach beyond the sphere of time, 
and in the sorrows of the bereaved parent's heart we 
read mysterious intimations of the movements of God 
the Father, which accompanied the Divine purpose 
to give the Only Begotten Son to suffering and death. 
As the revelation of the love of the Eternal Father 
pervades the earlier portions of the Old Testament, 

1 Gen. xlii. 36. « 2 Sam. xviii. 33. 
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the Patriarchal period, so in the later portions, in the 
writings of the Prophets, and the Psahns>«the Sacrifice 
of GrOD the Son becomes the more prominent, filling 
up the entire view ; the actual scenes of the Passion, 
and its manifold details of suffering, growing in en- 
larged proportions on the page of Scripture, as the time 
of its fulfilment drew on. 

But it is to the Holy Gospels that we turn more 
especially for the revelation of the Passion. Their 
main object is to describe the life of the Goo-Man, to 
impress on the world the sanctities of the Divine 
Nature, so far as they could be manifested in the life 
of man ; the few last chapters only in each Gospel be- 
ing set apart to represent the actual scenes of the Pas- 
sion. Still, that which gives to the ]vhole record of 
our Lord's life its peculiarly touching, its profoundly 
tender interest, is the under current of brooding 
sorrow that hangs everywhere around Him, though 
gathering ever more and more darkly around His 
path, as He approached its awful close. The cloud is 
already seen upon the horizon even at His birth. Un- 
like to ordinary human births, which are occasions of 
unmixed joy, His Nativity is marked by circumstances 
only befitting one already an outcast on the earthy and 
is accompanied by the announcement to His mother, of 
"the sword that should pierce her own soul also."* This 
prophecy of woe is quickly followed by the murder of 
the Innocents, and the hurried flight into Egypt. 

There came, indeed, a change at the first opening of 
the ministry. During the greater part of the first 
year there was a bright hope and promise of success. 
The quick gathering of the few earliest disciples ; the 
crowds around the mountain, as He sat and taught ; 

1 S. Luke ii. 35. 
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the multitudes pressing after Him even into the wil- 
derness ; the sick thronging the pathways along which 
He moved, seeking to be healed ; even the devils be- 
ing subject to His Name ; the rulers amazed, and trem- 
bling for the loss of their authority; the popular 
enthusiasm . daily increasing, and the full confession 
coming forth from human lips, which flesh and blood 
could not reveal, only the "Father which is in Heaven," 
" Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,'" — 
these were the tokens of approaching triumph. But 
this bright opening of His brief day soon began to 
close darkly in. The world and its powers were all the 
while being stirred to intensest bitterness against Him ; 
the populace after a time waver ; the few disciples are 
slow of heart to believe, and dull of understanding ; 
many who once followed Him, " went back and walked 
no more with Him ;" and the life of the Son of Man 
quickly goes down into the dark shadows, which each 
day thickened around His path. The coming Sorrow, 
never far out of sight, is foretold by our Lord Himself 
at the very commencement of His ministry. So early 
as in the second chapter of S. John, He prophesies of 
the " destroying this Temple j" and " He spake of 
the Temple of His Body."* The same foreboding 
occurs at one of the brightest passages of His minis- 
try. When the first convert of note came to Him, 
one of the Pharisees, a ruler of the Jews, He teaches 
him that, " as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil- 
derness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up."* 
The first revelation of His true Majesty, S. Peter's 
confession concerning His Godhead, was instantly fol- 
lowed by His prophetic announcement of His shortly 
approaching Death. ** And He straitly charged them, 

1 S. Matt. xvi. 16. 2 s. John ii. 19, 21. » S. John iii. 14. 
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saying, The Son of Man must suffer many things, and 
be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be slain."* Even in the very act of the Trans- 
figuration, in the midst of the surpassing light that 
shone within and around His ail-but glorified Hu- 
manity, resplendent with the scarcely hidden Godhead, 
Moses and Elias were heard '' speaking of His decease, 
which He should accomplish at Jerusalem. "' 

The anticipation of coming trial forms no slight 
portion of the burden of sorrow. It is an actual 
presence, before which the mind sinks oppressed. The 
anticipation of the Passion in the Mind of our Lord 
must be considered, if we would enter into the full 
extent of its dreadful reality. And this more espe- 
cially, because there is a marked difference between 
this susceptibility of sorrow in our Lord, and that 
which exists in other men. Our minds are readily dis- 
tracted, easily drawn away from one subject to be 
fixed upon another. Even the weightiest and sad- 
dest troubles often pass altogether from our minds, be- 
cause of our imperfect powers of apprehension, our 
inability to retain the full vision or consciousness of 
the object of distress. Sudden surprises, mere weari- 
ness, change of place or outward scene, firesh society 
or occupation, are enough to divert our attention. We 
cannot long bear the continued pressure of the same 
thought, and the mind is quickly affected by trifles, 
which at once occupy and relieve it ; or the memory is 
feeble, and the imagination dull. From our very weak- 
ness we are thus spared the full oppression of sorrow. 
The present absorbs all our energies, and often conceals 
from our view the coming trial. Sorrow depends for 

A S. Luke ix. 22. « s. Luke ix. 31. 
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its oppressiveness, Dot merely on its own weight, but on 
the power and permanence of our apprehensions. What 
we fail to realise, we scarcely, if at all, feel ; because we 
are not conscious, we are spared the distress. But our 
Lord's capacities of sorrow were great in proportion 
to the perfectness of His mental powers. I speak not 
of His Divine Omniscience, but of His human mind 
and consciousness. His powers of apprehension were 
perfect, and incapable of being disturbed. He could 
not be distracted. His faculties, calm and unclouded, 
saw all objects revealed to them with an unchanging 
vividness. Sorrow, therefore, was never relieved to 
Him by change of scene or variety of occupation. The 
future Passion was a picture ever present to His mincf, 
with a clearness of which our dulled and unsteadfast 
faculties can form no conception. If the continued 
recurrence of the burden of sorrow weighs on our 
spirits, as we read the prophetic record of His Passion, 
feeble as our apprehension is, more especially in re- 
gard to the sorrows of others, what must the con- 
sciousness have been to Him Who was Himself about 
to endure it, and to Whose Mind it was always present 
in its complete terror, and its minutest details ! 

As the spirit of the Passion pervades the Scriptures, 
entering into all its progressive revelations, and giving 
its tone to all the dispensations of God, even so are 
its effects manifested everywhere in the world around 
us. The accomplishment of the Passion was the 
greatest crisis of the world's history. Consider the 
new principles which have been at work in the pro- 
gress of society in modern times, changing the whole 
aspect of human life, giving rise to an entirely new 
order of thought and sensation, and developing espe- 
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cially man's higher powers in every sphere of his exis- 
tence. The crisis of this change, the turning point in 
the history of the human race, when this higher order 
of life began to grow, and has ever since been unfold- 
ing its energies, was the momentous event on which 
we have been dwelling, the Passion of the despised 
Nazarene. In the hour in which He gave Himself to 
suffer upon the Cross, the change commenced, and 
has never ceased to develop new moral conditions, 
new destinies, new forms of order, of virtue, of love, 
of justice, of peace, of happiness for mankind. What 
we call civilization is the fruit of this new life, poured 
into the world through His coming in the Flesh ; and 
they who reject the Passion as a truth, who will not, 
or care not to carry out its legitimate lessons in their 
lives, nevertheless live in the possession of some at 
least of its inestimable benefits. In the manifold bless- 
ings which act daily upon them, they are receiving the 
secondary and earthly results of the Sorrows of the 
Atoning Sacrifice, which reconciled Goo and man in a 
new covenant of love and pure life from above. 

The Passion, therefore, meets us everywhere. It 
meets us in revelation ; we escape not from it in the 
world ; it pervades the Scriptures and the ministrations 
of the Church, as their central point ; it is the hidden 
source of the progressive life of redeemed humanity in 
all its relations. It is thus everywhere prevailing, be- 
cause it is the medium of our union with God. As 
the Son of Man is One with the Father through 
His perfect obedience to the Father's will, so we are 
one with Him, and in Him with the Father, through 
His Passfon and Death. The power of the atonement 
lies not in His Incarnation, but in Him through His 
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Incarnation offering Himself as a Sacrifice in death. 
Moreover through His Passion we can best imitate 
His "Example/' which He has given ns that we "should 
follow His steps." His virtues and beauty of holiness 
touch and win us with all the more powerful attrac- 
tiveness, when viewed through the tenderness of His 
love sealed in suffering. Our future glory also rests 
on a community of spirit with His suffering life, for 
" if we be dead with Him, we shall also live with Him ; 
if we suffer, we shall also reign with Him."* 

In venturing to approach the subject of the Passion, 
we need to have hearts prepared, lest we grieve our 
Lord, and contract fresh sin, rather than be brought 
closer to Him through its saving mystery. The fol- 
lowing thoughts are suggested, as pointing to some 
elements of the tone of mind, in which we may most 
fitly draw near, and " see this great sight." 

1 . We need sympathy with our Lord in His Sorrow ; 
but observe the ground on which alone true sympathy 
rests. True sympathy is not merely to mourn with 
them that mourn. It implies the discernment of the 
cause of sorrow, an appreciation of its innermost 
source. Really to sympathise with another, it is ne- 
cessary to enter into the heart's feelings, the keenness 
of the bereavement, the force of the temptation, the 
bitterness of the disappointment, or the ground of fear, 
or secret cause, whatever it be, from which the sorrow 
springs. Sorrow is the excitement of sensibilities occa- 
sioned by some wound upon the inner and tenderer 
springs of life. Its weight, its character, its bitterness, 
depend partly on the cause, partly on the special mental 
condition of the sufferer. To feel, therefore, our 

1 2 Tim. ii. 12. 
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Lord's Sorrow, and not also to enter into the cause 
from which it arises, and the dispositions of mind with 
which He regarded this cause, is but an impulse of 
natural sensibility. 

What was the cause of our Lord's Sorrow ? It was 
the sin of the world, the sin of thy nature, thy own 
sin. To have sympathy, therefore, with the Sorrow of 
the Passion, is to enter into the bitterness and weight 
of sin. It implies some apprehension of sin like to 
His own. We need to apprehend in some measure 
our Lord's sensations towards sin, its relation to Him, 
its connection with His sacrifice of Himself, its view 
as He viewed it, its bitterness as He tasted it. With- 
out this consciousness our sorrow cannot mingle with 
His Sorrow. It would flow from a different source ; 
it would be a mere natural emotion, excited for a time, 
accidental, having no part with the inner life of our 
Lord, alien to the true seat of His Sorrow. 

It was of this truer view of sympathy that our Lord 
spake, when He said ; " Daughters of Jerusalem, weep 
not for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your chil- 
dren ; for behold, the days are coming, in the which they 
shall say. Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that 
never bare, and the paps which never gave suck."* He 
regarded their sorrow as the natural tenderness of wo- 
man's heart, moved by the sight of His shame and 
sufferings ; mere compassionateness stirred by the out- 
ward tokens of distress. He sought to direct their 
minds rather to the inner cause of His Sorrow, which 
lay in themselves, in their own acts, in the workings of 
their own nature, and the nature of the children to whom 
they should give birth. He would lead them to con- 
nect His Sorrow with the all pervading disorder and 

1 S. Luke xxiii. 28, 29. 
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misery of human hearts, and so draw them to a true 
weeping for Him, after they had learnt to weep for 
themselves ; that thus in the consciousness of their 
own deep sinfulness, they might enter into the Sorrows 
which He bore in atoning for its guilt. This is the 
first necessity, a sympathy founded on the contrite 
consciousness of the effects of one's own personal sins, 
as the burden of them fell on His wounded Heart. 

2. Again, in order to share His Sorrow, we need 
some appreciation, however feeble and imperfect, of 
our Lord's pure nature, and its perfect organs of sen- 
sitive and conscious life. We can see in comparing 
sinful creatures, differing only in degrees of sinfulness, 
one with another, the great contrast that exists as to 
the extent of the perception of sin, or of guilt, or of 
the weight of God's displeasure. We see how the 
sensitiveness to such spiritual oppression rises in pro- 
portion as the standard of purity rises ; how as souls ad- 
vance into the higher orders of grace, the consciousness 
of sin increases in its keenness of sensibility and grief. 
And yet, even the most saintly among us are accus- 
tomed to sin and its consequences from our birth ; sin 
never had to us any novelty. We have no conscious- 
ness of life without it. We have no idea of a world or 
state of life, in which there is no sin. Had we lived 
but a day without sin, could we possess any measure 
of the consciousness which even Adam had, who knew 
the unfallen as well as the fallen state of humanity, we 
might form some truer view of our Lord's pure nature. 
We cannot even approximate to what the conscious- 
ness of sin and its guilt would be, even to creatures 
like ourselves living in an unfallen world. How then 
can we approach the consciousness of His Humanityi 
Which from the beginning was united with the God- 
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head in one Personality of indissoluble life ? We need, 
however, to cherish, as we may, an ever-increasingly 
keen perception of the possible perfectness of humanity, 
and so of the pollution and hatefulness of sin which 
mars it, because the estimate of the sorrow of our 
Lord's Passion, depends on His estimate of sin and 
of the doom of God which rests upon it. 

3. Again, there is a further point of a yet more 
transcendent mystery in the inner life of our Lord, of 
which some apprehension however imperfect is needed 
for this same end, though one can scarce venture to 
speak, where more fitly we are called to adore. We 
must bear in mind that our Lord was true God as 
well as true Man, in a perfect personal unity. Although 
the two natures are distinct, yet there was necessarily 
a true link of life between them, and therefore in some 
manner to us inexplicable and inconceivable, a com- 
munion also of consciousness, and mutually responsive 
sympathies. Whatever touched His sacred Humanity, 
approached in some most mysterious closeness the very 
depths of His eternal Godhead. The Passion, while 
it fell only on His . Humanity, thus reached unto the 
very consciousness of God, abiding as an eternal pre* 
sence, to influence the Divine Nature in the move* 
ments of His love, through which redeemed man finds 
a perpetual access and rest in His Heart. 

4. Once more, in order to enter into the Passion, 
we need some idea of pure disinterested love. 

Man has so connected the idea of love with some 
personal possession ; his view of love has so much in it 
of selfish desire, so little of pure self-sacrifice, it is so 
wanting in generosity, that we have the greatest diffi- 
culty in rising to contemplate the love of the Godhead, 
as the moving cause which determined the Father to 
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surrender His only Son to such a life of shame, and 
such a death ; which determined the Son to unite with 
the Father in this self-surrender. We are entirely 
devoid of the possible conception of such love mani- 
festing itself towards beings separate from one's own 
kind, love in beings of one order towards beings of a 
wholly different order of nature. Our experience of 
love is limited to what passes between those of the 
same kind, so that even the love of the Angels 
towards us is an incomprehensible mystery. How 
much more incomprehensible is the love of God to- 
wards the creatures, and creatures who had sinned ; 
and so to love as to assume a new nature, Himself 
partaking of that very nature which had sinned, that 
He might die in it ! We have nothing to represent to 
us love so transcendentally surpassing all ideas of love 
with which we are conversant. There is an incapacity 
of any adequate apprehension, because of the absence of 
any common ground of experience. Yet we must en- 
deavour to rise by faith to some corresponding sense of 
love, of the pure desire of self-sacrifice where there can 
be no return or community of mind, — this we must seek 
however faintly to realize, that God may quicken in 
us some consciousness of the motive which drew His 
sacred Heart to give Himself to redeem and bless the 
fallen creature at such an amazing cost, with such 
profound personal compassion, which would not stay 
its longing to save, even though suffering and death, 
conditions most alien to the Divine Nature, were to be 
the means of accomplishing the desire of love. 

O unutterable mystery of God, passing the compre^ 
hension even of the beatified hosts in heaven, the 
inner springs of Whose acts and decrees lie in the 
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abyss of Love, which no creature can approach unto ! 
Yet may we, however dimly, discern what Thou, O our 
God, hast revealed, and without irreverence seek to 
draw near to the summit of the mountain, from whence 
irradiates the holy Light from which the Blessed eter- 
nally drink in the fervours and raptures of their glorious 
life, yet is never consumed ; that we may see at least 
the outskirts of the glory of the Manifestation, though 
we cannot discern the inward radiance of the Fount 
of Light; and may so contemplate the Passion of 
Jesus through this Light in the love of the Eternal 
Godhead, that it may not rise against us to condemn 
us, when we shall see Him as He is. Face to face. As 
we attempt to follow the revelations of this mystery 
of Divine love, let us pray that grace may be given to 
us, that we may ever more and more " know Him, 
and the fellowship of His Sufferings, being made con- 
formable to His Death ; if by any means we might 
attain unto the resurrection of the dead."* 

1 Phil. iii. 10, 11. 



LECTURE 11. 



THE EESOLVE. 



Heb. X. 7. 



** ThEIT said I, LO, I OOMB (IK THE TOLUMB OP THE BOOK IT IS 
WEITTEK OE Mb) TO DO ThT WILL, GOD." 

This passage, which S. Paul quotes from the Psalms. 
coDuects our Lord's purpose, as it existed iu His pure 
Godhead before His IncamatioDi with His purpose 
afterwards manifested in His Manhood. It, moreover, 
marks the distinction between the two, between the 
resolve formed in the mysterious movements of His 
eternal life as God, and the fulfilment of that resolve 
in the flesh, as the Child of man. The passage speaks 
of the spirit of self-sacrifice as an idea originally exist- 
ing in the mind of the Son, only waiting for the as* 
sumption of our nature in order to fulfil it. *' Sacri- 
fice and offering Thou wouldest not, but a body hast 
Thou prepared Me. In burnt-offerings and sacrifices 
for sin Thou hast no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I 
come, (in the volume of the book it is written of Me) 
to do Thy will, O God." First, there is the original 
resolve, and then the coming in the prepared Body to 
execute it. The resolve is to make the sacrifice of 

II. c 
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Himself, instead of the burnt-oflFerings of the Temple 
service. This is uttered as from the inner Heart of 
Deity. The love that would sacrifice life in the pure 
desire to bless and save, was in His mind as Goo. 
The means of fulfilling this self-sacrifice for the sake 
of man's redemption, was afterwards provided, when 
the Body was prepared, or when, as our version of 
the Psalms expresses it, " Mine ears hast Thou 
opened ;'" the opening or piercing of the ear by 
the awl being the customary mark of the slave, de- 
noting his being bound to his master's service, and 
therefore expressing the same idea as the prepared 
Body, which was the servant's form. 

It is important to observe that the idea of self-sacrifice 
is set forth, as existing in the mind of God. How 
the idea of such emotions and purposes, as we under- 
stand by the term, can exist in the Divine nature, is 
among the secrets of His all-embracing, incomprehen- 
sible Life, to which no creature can approach. But the 
principles out of which all self-sacrifice flows are among 
the primary characteristics of Deity, and are involved 
in the yet deeper truth, that " God is love ;*' for love 
lives in the sacrifice of self, or rather, love is self- 
sacrifice. The desire of communicating Himself in 
blessing, out of the pure desire for others' good, cha- 
racterizes God. What was the creation, the coming 
forth of world upon world, and being after being to 
people the worlds, but the giving forth of Himself in the 
pure desire to bless, giving life in order to shed over that 
life an inelSable beatitude, enriching, beautifying, glad- 
dening it ; an ever abounding prodigality of disinter- 
ested beneficence, solely for the sake of the objects 
created, never for His own ? It was a further develop- 

» Ps. xl. 6. 
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ment of the same love, that in order to fulfil His 
purpose God willed even to endure the possible per- 
version of created natures, the contradictions first of 
the fallen angels, and next also of fallen men, the 
strange wild rebellion of disobedient wills marring His 
creation, the violence and corruption which caused 
God even to grieve, and to " repent " that He had 
" made man on the earth/' 

This spuit of pure disinterested love was to find its 
counterpart in Humanity. Humanity was to rise to 
the sublime idea of an entire self-oblation. This love 
was to become its true life, and the generous unspar- 
ing of self, descending from God to man, was to be in 
him the acceptable sacrifice with which God would 
be well pleased* This sacrifice of love was to be per- 
fected through sufferings, to be consummated in death. 
It is not that God is pleased with sufferings as suf- 
ferings, or with death as death ; " I have no pleasure 
in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God."' 
But God had decreed that suffering, and death, as 
the final retribution of sin, should be the means of the 
offering ; though they could become acceptable only as 
the proofs, and material embodiments of that which 
alone has value in His sight, the obedient will, the 
nature offering itself, wholly consecrating itself to 
God. The special distinction of the burnt-offerings of 
the law, which alone were esteemed as perfect sacri- 
fices, was the entireness of the oblation. Burnt- 
sacrifices were wholly consumed; nothing remained 
on the altar ; no portion was eaten by the priest or by 
the people. They were wholly surrendered by man, 
and passing away in the flames of the altar became 

1 Ezek. xix. 32. 
c 2 
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wholly "a sweet savour unto the Lord." They were 
thus the symbol of a wholly consecrated will, of the 
absorbed desire consummated in the obedience of the 
whole man, consumed, lost in God. It was this which 
Christ oflfered, ofiered in our human nature, offered 
for all who share that nature, which all who are in 
Him offer with Him, which God beholding accepts, 
at the same time accepting in Him every one who is 
united with it, and in it lives before Him. " As by 
one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so 
by the obedience of One shall many be made righ- 
teous.*'' This is the meaning of the saying, that our 
Lord's Sacrifice is not to be limited to His Passion 
and Death, but was extended o^er His whole life. It 
did so extend, because the obedient will perpetually 
offering Itself, was the inner virtue of the sacrifice, 
and this extended over all parts of the life alike, 
though the Victim's death was the needful propitiation, 
the seal of the offering, and alone atoned for the sin- 
ner's transgression, because it was the sinner's ap- 
pointed doom borne by a vicarious substitution of 
Himself, as Man, for His fellow-men. 

In order to apprehend our Lord's perpetual self- 
oblation, we must bear in mind the distinction between 
His Divine and His human consciousness. The two 
are distinct, though the Personality in which they 
exist is One. There is in Him a twofold conscious- 
ness, because there is a twofold nature. The idea 
of change, or transition, or increase, cannot be ap- 
plied to His Divine consciousness. But it is not so 
in regard to His human consciousness. "He was 
made like unto His brethren in all things, sin only 

^ Bom. V. 19. 
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except," i.e. He condescended to be made subject to 
all natural sinless conditions of humanity, even as we 
are. His human consciousness would therefore ne- 
cessarily open and expand in time, as He grew, and 
as fresh circumstances and ideas were presented to it. 
Gradually, therefore, as life advanced, the full prac- 
tical meaning of His future Passion, as of all human 
experiences, was revealed to the Child, to the Boy, to 
the Man. What is meant by the endurance of evil; 
what is involved in the keenness of pain ; what desola- 
tion of heart, or loneliness, or shame may be ; what are 
the sensations of the wounded heart, or the trembling 
sensibility of the flesh, or the shrinking of the soul, 
when coming in contact with the rough, harsh, cold, 
unloving, deceitful, violent treatment of the world; 
what is the sight of sorrow in those dear to oneself; 
what sin is in its actual sight and feeling, its possible 
aggravations, its coarseness, its pollutions, — all such 
knowledge, as practically realised. His Human nature, 
by the very laws of its economy, could receive only 
by degrees. And by degrees, as He received this 
knowledge, and experienced this consciousness, He 
resigned His will to the demand, constraining and 
yielding His Heart to the fulfilment of the purpose of 
self-sacrifice ever freshly renewed, as its stern require- 
ments were in detail gradually revealed to His mind. 
Foreknowledge, however complete, was not even to 
our Lord in His human nature the same as actual 
experience. The most vivid picture of a coming event 
is not to our nature the same as its actual realisation. 
The feeling of the trial even in the keenest mental 
apprehension, is not the practical meeting of it. So 
neither was it to Him Who willed to bind Himself by 
the lawfi of our nature, however clearly all knowledge 
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was revealed to His human mind by His Divine Spirit. 
His Humanity was, by His own will, compassed about 
with infirmity, and with the necessary conditions of a 
creature ; and as an essential part of this condition, 
It only gradually attained Its fulness, growing in pro- 
gressive development of Its powers, and so of Its per* 
ceptions. 

Only on His Ascension did our Lord's Human nature 
enter into Its consummated glory. Perfect indeed 
His Humanity was at every stage according to the 
capacities of that stage of being, but still it was a 
course of advancing perfection. The knowledge which 
by the laws of our nature is attainable only by ex- 
perience, was in this same gradual increase received 
by Him/ We can trace the progressive increase of 
His sufferings in His progressive realization of trial in 
various incidents recorded in the Gospels. Thus, e.g. 

^ *' It is the doctrine of the Church that Ohbist, as man, was 
perfect in knowledge from the first, as if ignorance were hardly 
separable from sin, and were the direct consequence or accompani- 
ment of original sin As to the limits of Chbist's perfect 

knowledge, Fetavius observes, that we must consider ' that the 
soul of Ohbist knew all things that are, or ever will be, or ever 
have been, but not what are only tn posse, not in fact.' " New* 
man's note on S. Athan. Treatise ag. Ar. p. 473, Oxford Trans. 

" Though He (Ghbist) took on Him a soul which left to itself 
had been partially ignorant, as other human souls, jet as ever en- 
joying the Beatific vision from its oneness with the Word, it never 
was ignorant really, but knew all things which human soul can 
know." Ibid. p. 461. 

This perfectness of knowledge the Fathers considered to be 
compatible with the growth of experience, and they explained by 
this the ** increasing in wisdom," and the " learning obedience." 
''The Ed. Ben. in Ambros. Incar. considers the advancement 
of knowledge spoken of to be that of the scientia experimenialu 
alluded to in Heb. v. 8, which is one of the three kinds of know- 
ledge possessed by Ghbist as man." Ibid, note, p. 474. 
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the emotion which unnerved our Lord's heart, as He 
drew near to the grave, arising from the actual sight 
of death, and of the bitterness of human bereavement, 
mark some unwonted, or more deeply quickened sense 
of pain ; " When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and 
the Jews also weeping which came with her. He groaned 
in spirit and was troubled and said, Where have ye 
laid him? They said unto Him, Lord, come and 
see. Jesus wept."* Once we read, " He marvelled 
because of their unbelief,"' as again, in regard to the 
centurion's faith, it is said ; ^' When Jesus heard these 
things. He marvelled at him ;" and at another time He 
expressed His sensations, as at an unwonted sight; 
" I have not found so great faith, no not in Israel.'" 
In His intercourse with His disciples again and again 
there was manifested the sadness of disappointment. 
He openly spoke of the trial to which their slowness 
of apprehension and dulness of faith subjected Him ; 
" Are ye also yet without understanding?"* " When 
Jesus perceived. He said unto them, O ye of little 
faith, why reason ye among yourselves ? Do ye not yet 
understand, neither remember ?"* Again, to S. Peter, 
" O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ?"• 
The possible extent of human feebleness, fickleness, 
prejudice, malevolence, injustice, treachery, violence, 
profanity, was manifested to His human conscious- 
ness in the realisation of facts in His intercourse 
with individual souls, or in the sudden changes and 
alternations, the violent extremes of transient feelings 
of the populace, as in the contrasts between the 
times when they sat listening at His feet, bowed before 

1 S. John li. 33, 35. » S. Mark vi. 6. 

8 S. Matt. viii. 10. * S. Matt. xv. 16. 

B S. Matt. xvi. 8, 9. « S. Matt. xiv. 81. 
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Him as they brought their sick to be healed, or sought 
to constrain Hinii to be their King, and the times when 
their cry arose at dead of night throughout the streets 
of the city, " Crucify, Crucify "— " Not this Man, but 
Barabbas.'* The whole bitter truth of the rejection of 
His mission of love, the full meaning of the Cup which 
He had stretched out His human hand to take and 
drink, all this knowledge, however present and manifest 
to Him in the Spirit, was only by degrees manifested 
to His human consciousness in its actual horror and 
pain. The Judgment Hall and the accursed site of 
the malefactor's death, as at last they rose before His 
eyes, must have produced sensations which no fore- 
knowledge could have anticipated. It was part of the 
economy of the Incarnation that the Divine Spirit, 
while revealing to His human Soul all truth and wis* 
dom, interfered not with its ordained laws of being, 
and thus left the consciousness of the nature which 
He assumed, to be developed in time under the con- 
ditions to which Himself the Creator had subjected it. 
It is moreover to be borne in mind, that our Lord's 
Human nature, like our own, was open to all pure and 
innocent delights, was keenly sensitive and tremblingly 
alive to human love or hate, to kindness or neglect, to 
honour or ignominy, to repose or violence. He had 
to meet the world and its varied forms of sin, and the 
horrors of the powers of darkness during their per- 
mitted hour, throughout this long advancing course of 
trial, with every sensibility that we own as human, 
stretched to the finest capacity of joy or pain, and 
affected at every touch, thrilling throughout His entire 
frame with emotions keen and profound, beyond what 
our dull and debased organs can conceive. 

In all this course of preparation which preceded the 
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Passion, there was the resolve continually renewed, as 
each fresh revelation came to His soul, to devote Him- 
self to His appointed work, the consummation of the 
trials which He had willed to bear. It was with a 
distinct and definite purpose that His freely acting 
human will accepted each fresh call to unite itself with 
the Divine Will, as It was revealed to Him. There was 
thus the continual act of a progressive self-dedication, 
under each new aspect of His appointed sufferings. 
Each fresh call brought forth from the depths of His 
human energies, high resolves rising with every occa- 
sion. By direct mental acts He brought under the 
dominion of His human will, as it was continually 
tested, every thought, every sense, subjecting every 
energy of His created nature to the fixed purpose and 
work of His coming in the Flesh. This unceasing 
dedication of Himself to the bitterness of the approach- 
ing trial, as though every recurring testing of it 
were a fresh call to self* sacrifice, was shown the 
very night before He suffered. It was in the Upper 
Chamber that He said ; '' And for their sakes, I sanc- 
tify Myself."^ He uses the present tense. The act 
is going on. And what is the act ? The term, '' sanc- 
tify,'' in His application of it to Himself, cannot mean 
to make holy. He was at all times perfect in holiness. 
Nothing could add to His holiness. But the word also 
means to set apart, to devote as an offering laid upon the 
altar. This He was then doing, and this not by any out- 
ward act. The time was not yet come to fulfil the 
resolve in outward act. He was, as He spoke the 
words, by an inward spiritual self-control, bracing 
afresh His keenly sensitive human nature to devote 
itself to bear the appointed Passion now approaching 
closer, and more vividly pressing upon Him. 

^ S. John x?ii. 19. 



26 THB BSSOLTB. [lECT. 

It was one act to impart holiness to His created 
nature ; it was another and a distinct act, to devote 
that holiness to live not to itself, but as a perpetual 
self-offering to the mandates of the higher Will which 
He came to accomplish. This self-devotion was a 
constant inward act. But there were special seasons, 
when with more than its ordinary intensity it was 
quickened and confirmed. There were special crises 
of this sublime resolve. He had, as we have, eras by 
which to mark the current of His life, which were to 
Him as they are to us, the closing of past passages of 
life, the starting points of fresh and renewed exertions 
and conquest. Humanity has of necessity its stages of 
transition, and through them passes on to its pre- 
destined greatness. At these momentous turning 
points of our onward course, there is a gathering up 
of the inward forces and designs of life, with a special 
earnestness and a going forth to cope with future trial 
with a quickened determination. 

Some of these special seasons in our Lord's life are 
recorded in the Gospels. Such, e.g., was the ascent to 
the Temple in His Boyhood. In a remarkable way that 
scene symbolized His future mission, and was in con- 
scious resolve an anticipatory acceptance of it. The 
three days' separation from all earthly ties, during which 
His wanderings were unknown, symbolize the three 
years' painful ministry, and the journeyings with " no- 
where to lay His head," while the retreat in the 
Temple was the sealing in the consecrated place of the 
early purpose to be " about His Father's business." 
More markedly still was the Temptation in the Wil- 
derness a season of preparation for the future Passion. 
It was the anticipation in a mental conflict of the trials 
which would beset our Lord even to the end of His 
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course. He was to meet and overcome these trials in 
inward contemplation and conflict, before the time 
arrived, when they would assume a practical shape in 
their material events. There was to be the internal 
mastery of contending emotions, of natural human 
feelings suffering as they were constrained to yield 
themselves to the Divine Will, that they might be 
better prepared to meet the full actual Agony in His 
Ministry and His Passion. 

During the first temptation, the suggestion of mira- 
culous food proffered to Him in His hunger, the choice 
made was of hard duty at any cost of continued suf- 
fering, rather than to seek ease or relief contrary to 
the revealed word and will of Goo. In the second 
temptation, on the Pinnacle of the Temple, there was 
the acceptance of the appointed path, however lowly 
and despised, in strictest obedience, rather than the 
putting forth of miraculous power to attain the desired 
end ; the choice of calm, continued observance of 
humble toil, and patient endurance, as the means of 
success, rather than of the apparently easier course of 
at once manifesting His supernatural greatness.^ In 
the third temptation our Lord asserted His will to 
win the kingdoms of this world and the glory of them 
by the Cross, by the sacrifice of self, by the loss of all 

^ The order of the three temptations is given in the text as 
related in S. Matthew, who specifies the order in which they oc- 
curred, which S. Luke does not. S. Matthew marks the order by 
the use of the connecting^particles ** then," (v. 5,) and '^ again," (v. 
8.) S. Luke does not use any particles of time. Dr. Wordsworth 
says on S. Luke iv. 5, '^ Observe, S. Luke does not say toVc or ttoKw 
as S. Matthew does, (iv. 5, 6,) and therefore there is no discrepancy ; 
but S. Luke places the temptations in an order of his own, perhaps 
with a reference to the temptation of the first Adam, and to the 
special allurements of the Q^entile world." 
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things, by yielding Himself to be the servant of all, 
by the yielding up even of life, by the utter deprivation 
of all that human instincts cling to as dearer than life, 
rather than consent to obtain this glory by the least 
compliance with any of the enticements of the world, 
or the false claims of the Tempter. 

Thus the Temptation was a summing up in the con- 
scious survey of His Soul of the many trials in actual life 
which awaited our Lord even to the end. In mental 
self-devotion He then accepted all the consequences of 
His mission, consecrating Himself in mental resolve to 
what He would afterwards fulfil in act. 

There was one other event in our Lord's history 
which had in part at least the same end in view, 
though it was of a wholly different character from those 
already considered. The Transfiguration, though a 
manifestation of His glory, was intimately connected 
with the Passion. The mystery took place imme- 
diately after our Lord had made the first solemn 
announcement to His disciples of His last sufferings, 
that memorable announcement which followed S. 
Peter's great confession of faith. 

The three Evangelists' who record the event, S. 
Matthew, S. Mark, and S. Luke, are all alike careful 
to mark its connection with the preceding prophecy. 
Our Lord began '' to teach them, that the Son of Man 
must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders 
and of the chief priests and scribes, and be killed." 
He then declared how every one who would follow 
Him, must likewise take up his Cross," must even 
" lose his life for His sake, and the Gospel's," if he 
would be saved. And then immediately follows the 
account of the Transfiguration. The order of the nar- 

1 S. Matt. xvi. 21 ; S. Mark viii. 31 ; S. Luke ix. 22. 
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rative is the same in all the three Evangelists. '' And 
after six days Jesus taketh with Him Peter, and James, 
and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain 
apart by themselves, and He was transfigured before 
them/' The announcement of the coming sorrows in 
which all must have a share, is linked together in 
closest connection with this manifestation of glory, 
this breaking forth before human eyes, by anticipation 
as for a moment, of the Humanity glorified in Heaven 
in God, which was to be for Himself and all His 
brethren the dearly-purchased recompense of His 
Passion. The vision of surpassing brightness was 
intended to be an assurance to the disciples of the 
glory hereafter to be revealed in them, if they would 
accept the present burden of trial. To His own 
Humanity it was a revelation also, a foretaste and 
experience of the perfected Beatitude destined for 
Him and His redeemed, of which His own Man- 
hood then for the first time became practically con- 
scious. In the midst of that unearthly light, He spake 
to Moses and Elias of '' His decease which He should 
accomplish at Jerusalem ;" and we may surely believe 
that in the full blessedness of His transfigured Form, 
to be before long His unchanging, eternal state. He 
renewed the resolves of His perfect self-sacrifice, and 
calmly viewed the whole future course of shame and 
sorrow, " even unto the death of the Cross," with 
renewed desire, nerving Himself afresh to all its bit- 
terness, when thus viewed in the transcendent glory 
into which, for the sake of His redeemed. He, as 
Man, would enter in His final consummation of bliss 
in Heaven. 

This influence on the Mind of the Son of Man of 
the glory which was to follow His Agony in the flesh, 
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is clearly marked in the Scriptures. Two profound 
movements of His inmost Soul are permitted to appear 
at certain times during His course of trial. There is 
the shrinking of nature at the prospect of the fulness 
of the Agony, the " Father, save Me from this hour,"* 
although even in this sinking there is the instant 
expression of the undeviating fixedness of purpose, 
*' But for this cause came I unto this hour/* There 
is also manifest the foretaste of anticipated glory as a 
sustaining force under trial. ** For the joy that was 
set before Him, He endured the Cross, despising the 
shame. "^ And this anticipation rose at times, even to 
a longing for the very sufferings through which it was 
to be realized. '^ I have a Baptism to be baptized with, 
and how am I straitened, till it be accomplished.''* 

It is a momentous truth affecting our eternal hopes 
in Christ, through the eflScacy of His atonement for 
our sin, that we share its results only as we become 
identified with Him in His life. We are saved by the 
offering of the Body of Jesus Christ once for all, 
but we are saved by It only as we are offered together 
with It. We need to be sanctified as He was sancti- 
fied; i.e. not only made holy, but also being made 
holy, to be consecrated, devoted, offered up as He 
was in our appointed vocation in life, to fulfil our 
mission on earth in the same spirit of sacrifice to 
God. The very selfsame destiny in our earthly course, 
9S in our future exaltation, was revealed for us as for 
Himself; the same life, as the same hope in death. 
'' He died for all, that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which 

1 S. John xii. 27. » Heb. xii. 2. 

^ S. Luke xii. 50. 
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died for them and rose again."* " None of us liveth 
to himself, and no man dieth to himself. For whether 
we live, we live unto the Lord ; and whether we die, 
we die unto the Lord. Whether we live, therefore, 
or die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ 
both died, and rose again, and revived, that He might 
be Lord both of the dead and living."^ Though we 
cannot measure the distance between our Lord's 
sacred Humanity, in its indissoluble personal union 
with Godhead, and our own, yet the nature that binds 
us to Him is one with Him. We are called to be one 
also in conformity of mind, and therefore one in the 
progress of our renewed nature towards its ultimate 
perfection in God, however unlike Him in the degree 
of our perfectness. 

This then is the first practical conclusion that we 
may lay to heart. While we consider the transcendent 
destinies of our renewed nature in Christ, its great 
capacities for suffering or for joy, to feel that though 
in exceeding weakness there is being fulfilled in us, 
even in our present being, a true likeness between 
ourselves and our Lord, — is in itself a thought which 
should nerve us for any struggle, and stir us con- 
tinually to gather up our energies in the power of 
God to meet, to persevere in, the conflict which we 
must, each of us in our several courses, look to wage 
between our natural desires and the unbending, un- 
compromising demands of the Divine Will. Only for 
the attainment of this blessed end, we need to bear in 
mind that our natural instincts and desires ever tending 
to their own rest and satisfaction, need ever to be re- 
strained and brought under the superior will of a soul 
preserving itself in union with God. But while thus 

1 2 Cor. V. 15. 3 Eom. liv. 7—9. 
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experiencing the constant pressure of the Divine Will 
enforcing upon our weak nature its stern demands of 
self-sacrifice at the cost of all that nature would count 
dear to itself, we may ever feel a true sympathy with 
our sinless Lord, for He passed through the same 
temptations, and the sore conflict reached even to the 
inmost depths of His pure consciousness. 

II. There are other primary laws affecting alike 
His Soul and ours in their common earthly destiny. 
We too have each of us, as He had, a mission on 
earth predetermined by God ; a decree sealed in 
heaven, having forecast our course of duty, our amount 
of sacrifice, the manner of life which each has been 
eternally commissioned to fulfil. To realize this union 
is one great sustaining element in the real struggle of life. 
It is our tendency at least for many years of our pil- 
grimage to live in an imaginary world. Our world in 
early life is generally made up of pictures composed of 
our own hopes and desires, suffused with glowing colours 
drawn out of our natural tastes and appetites of the flesh, 
for the vanities of an unchastened fancy. Sometimes 
these ideal pictures are true instinctive anticipations of 
what will afterwards be realised ; but even so, if ever 
realised, it is only through means and in forms wholly 
different from what we had imagined. But more often 
they are simply unreal. After a time, sooner or later, 
the ideal scene fades away. The mind, if true and chas- 
tened, then ceases to live in mere hopes, and grasps 
the palpable realities of life, with its vocations and 
duties, and seeks to live in the actual present, endea- 
vouring to foresee the future only through a real ex- 
perience. But what long remorse often follows the 
indulgence of those early dreams ; and how great a loss 
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do, they involve of powers which might have been 
gradually developed all the while into the graces and 
illuminations of an enduring existence in God ! It is 
a simple, but a momentous rule, pregnant with greatest 
results, to look at life only as it is ordered by the 
Providence of God. If such discipline was wanting 
in early days, then let the time be redeemed by a 
wiser use of the opportunities still given for the soul's 
probation. Strive to realise your position in the 
world, and all that it involves, its duties, its trials, its 
demands on your patience, your forbearance, your 
love, your self-sacrifice. To see this in the calmness 
of a prepared soul which in prayer has sought to 
know the will of Gop, is a great step onward towards 
God. We are fickle and uncertain, ever falling, ever 
liable to be disappointed and dissatisfied, often only 
because we have not realised our appointed mission 
and its necessities. To be real, and yet trustful, 
sober, yet full of hope in our views and anticipa- 
tions of life, is one secret means of conformity to the 
mind and will of God. And such a temper of soul 
has the further unspeakable blessing, that it con- 
nects our life with the life of our Lord, and forms a 
bond of sympathy and union with Him. 

III. There follows a yet harder effort. In the con- 
flict between the will of God and our natural ten- 
dencies, the turning point of all our hopes rests on the 
sacrifice of some fond clinging of nature which, though 
it may not be absolutely sinful, yet naay cause our 
life to be a life of the world, or of the flesh, not a life 
of grace, of supernatural aim and power. To sacrifice 
this natural propensity, involves efibrt and pain. To 
break away from the tie which binds the soul to earth, 

II. D 
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or to self; to overcome the desire of iease, or of human 
esteem, or the indulgence of taste, or the freedom of 
natural activity, or the stiffness of will which can- 
not readily brook another's will set over it, or the 
gratification of some conceit of opinion, or of talent, 
or of superior knowledge, or the shrinking from self- 
denial or loneliness, or the impatience at others' in- 
firmities, or the discontent at some lowly unobserved 
lot of usefulness, or the fond longing for some im- 
possible blessing manifestly denied, or the morbid 
dwelling on some cause of sorrow or regret, — to over- 
come and put away any such tendency, involves an 
efibrt which is to the soul like parting with its life, a 
surrender of all its peace and joy. I speak not of the 
indulgence of palpable evil lusts, but of what seems 
to be only the intended use of natural instincts, a 
simple gratification of lawful impulses. But the way 
of the Cross is the contradiction of these very ten- 
dencies of nature. The Passion involved the complete 
mortification of all softness, all weak indulgence, all 
fond longings of the flesh. And to follow Him, Who 
thus gave us "an example, that we should follow His 
steps," and to be numbered among His elect, is to 
grapple with these inward dispositions of an unchas- 
tened nature, to restrain them, to let them have no 
rest, to master them, and in the grave, stern resolve of 
the will in silent secret musings and wrestlings of the 
heart to oflfer them up, rather than lose the higher 
life, the truer self, rather than suffer the eternal gift 
of love to die out in vain dreams, in fruitless longings, 
or in unhappy frettings against an irreversible destiny. 

IV. Lastly, let the soul, feeding on its anticipated 
portion of promised bliss, go forth into the expanse 
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of the unseen world, the unfolding mystery of the 
future. Many are utterly lost, because their inward 
gaze is fixed on the clouds which perpetually hang 
around the horizon of their life. Yet the true life is 
beyond. Beyond is the only enduring vision. Be- 
yond is the eternal Beyond is the interpretation of 
the mystery of the dispensations, the secret of the 
all-ruling Mind, the only clue to what seems the ra- 
velled skein, but really is only the marvellous inter- 
lacing of the manifold lines, of the Providence of God. 
Beyond is the true light which is the life of men, 
which from behind the cloud shines through and 
within the soul that looks for It, the light which 
irradiates the emancipated spirit's secret recesses, 
kindles its deeper thoughts, and sheds a halo around all 
the circumstances, even the most trying passages, of 
this passing state. Beyond is the Hope, of which all 
present hope is the feeble reflection. Beyond is the 
Joy, on the threshold of which the believing spirit 
waits, which thrills even now through all its inner 
senses, growing ever more and more into the delighted 
consciousness of " the powers of the world to come." 
And in this anticipated Joy sorrow loses all its de- 
solateness, pain ceases to be overpowering, loneliness 
is cheered, life's burden becomes easy, the bitterness 
of death is passed. Encompassed with the *' great 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us, looking 
unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith. Who 
for the joy which was set before Him, endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the 
Right Hand of the Throne of God."* His perfected 

1 Heb. xii. 1, 2. 
D 2 
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destiny is the cause and the pledge of ours, if we are 
indeed His. Our end and His will then be one, un- 
changeably, eternally one. " To Him that over- 
cometh, will I grant to sit with Me in My Throne, 
even as I also overcame, and am set down with My 
Father in His Throne. He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the Churches."^ 

i Eev. iii. 21, 22. 
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S. Matt. xxvi. 38. 
"Mt Sottl is exoeeding sobbowtul, bten unto death." 

The resolve formed in the depths of His Godhead, 
was sustained by our Lord in His human nature, under 
the manifold forms of trial to which He subjected 
Himself, while the populace, stirred by His words and 
actions, were tossed to and fro in constant alternations 
of feeling between intense hatred and a wild popular 
enthusiasm. In extreme loneliness, because there could 
be no sympathy for Him among men, where there 
were none able to enter into His Heart's longings or 
His Heart's anguish, none able to understand or re- 
spond to the purposes and desires that animated His 
Soul, He fulfilled His appointed course in the fiftsh, 
and wavered not. But in that loneliness and reserve 
there were deep emotions at work, struggling feelings, 
which at times broke through the outward calm, and 
became manifest to those around Him. S. Mark re- 
cords how once '' He looked round about upon them 
with anjfer," the pained indignation of deeply wounded 
love, " being grieved at the hardness of their hearts."* 

^ S. Mark iii. 5. 
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S. John describes in greater detail a still more deeply 
touching scene, in which our Lord gave distinct ut- 
terance openly before the world to the conflict that was 
passing within ; " Now is My Soul troubled, and what 
shall I say ? Father, save Me from this hour ; but 
for this cause came I unto this hour. Father, glorify 
Thy Name."* 

Such incidental openings into the secrets of our 
Lord's burdened Heart, as special occasions moved its 
inward depths, are signs which help us in some degree 
to understand that the acutest distress was felt beneath 
the profound peace which reigned within His Soul ; 
and they prepare us for the last conflict under which 
at length He gave way, sinking overwhelmed to the 
earth. 

It is to be observed, that human instinct has applied 
the term, " Passion,'* to our Lord's last sufferings, thus 
limiting its use, as though the last sufferings were 
alone worthy of the name, having some peculiar an* 
guish, in contt^st with which all previous sufferings 
fade as comparatively of little moment from our view. 
The persecution in His Infancy, the banishment from 
home into Egypt, the assault on His life in His own 
city Nazareth, the suspicions of His kindred, the male- 
volence that dogged His footsteps throughout His 
miftistry, the scorn and opprobrium rife everywhere 
against Him, the weariness of teaching and sustaining 
the dull, unbelieving, fickle disciples, the loathsome 
contact of sin and disease ever brought so near to 
Him, the continual jarring of the disorders of the 
world upon His pure and tremblingly sensitive nature, 
—all these continual sources of suffiering are passed 
by unnoticed. Our Lord Himself speaks in the same 

1 S. John xii. 27. 
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language. Foretelling His last sorrows, He says, " the 
Son of Man'' shall " suffer many things."^ He speaks 
of His sufferings as still future, taking no account of 
what He had endured in the past, or what He was 
then enduring, and was still about to endure before 
the last scene of which He spake opened upon Him. 

A truth of deep moment is involved in this lan- 
guage. There was, indeed, a greater intensity in the 
sufferings of the last most eventful days. Not till then 
was our Lord '' delivered up into the hands of wicked 
men.'' Our Lord was also at that period more com- 
pletely than before forsaken and alone. Every disciple 
'' forsook Him and fled." The chief Apostle denied 
Him ; another betrayed Him to His enemies. But 
these circumstances are not sufficient to account for 
the marked difference in the language of Holy Scrip- 
ture. The true ground of the distinctive character of 
the last sufferings rather lies in this, — that they were 
the inward strugglings and agonies of the Victim in the 
hands of the slayer. Moreover, there came then upon 
our Lord a horror of darkness new and strange, a burden 
before untasted, or not in the same way felt or per- 
ceived, the untold, unimaginable weight of sin, and 
the consciousness of the wrath of God upon sin, and 
of the death of humanity because of sin. 

The commencement of this special period of suf- 
fering is clearly marked in S. Matthew's order of the 
Gospel history. At the opening of the 26th chapter, 
there occurs a remarkable break in the narrative, a 
pause showing the commencement of some new and 
most momentous passage in our Lord's life. '' And 
it came to pass, when Jbsus had finished all these 
sayings. He said unto His disciples. Ye know that 

I S. Mark ix. 12. 
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after two days is the Feast of the Passover, and the 
Son of Man is betrayed to be crucified." From this 
point the history of the Passion is to be dated, and it 
occupies all the remainder of the Gospel. Further, 
the actual Passion may be divided into two distinct 
periods, — one commencing with the Paschal Supper, 
and closing with the Agony ; the other commencing 
with the capture by the band of soldiers in the Garden, 
and closing with the last loud cry of death. 

The first of these two periods was distinguished by 
an undisturbed quietness as to outward circumstances, 
our Lord being still at large and free, whilst His Soul 
w^as experiencing the most painful perturbations and 
conflicts. During the second period, on the other 
hand, the most terrible violence raged everywhere 
without, our Lord being bound and in the complete 
power of His enemies, but the most entire undisturbed 
calmness reigned within His Soul, if only we except 
the last three hours, when the tides of sorrow rose to 
their utmost height. 

Let us for the present confine our attention to the 
leading, the critical points of the first period of the 
Passion. The first, as well as the most touching inci- 
dent of this period was the institution of the Holy 
Eucharist, which, independently of its sacramental 
grace then pledged to His Church for ever, was the 
vivid representation of our Lord's death. Our Lord 
calmly directed the preparations for the Paschal Sup- 
per, appointing the house, the chamber where it should 
be held. He took His place with the Disciples, and 
ministered to them. Then He took the bread, and 
blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the Disciples, 
saying to them, " This is My Body ;" and after- 
wards the cup, giving thanks, and, as He gave it to 
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them, saying, " Drink ye all of it, for this is My Blood 
of the New Testament, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins." All these circumstances were 
ordered with the clear consciousness that this was 
His last meal on earth with His Disciples ; and more, 
He was Himself thus typifying His own broken Body, 
His own streaming Blood. The act was, in truth, a 
practical foreshadowing of the last crisis of His Passion ; 
it was a dying Man acting beforehand His own death, 
and giving Himself in some deep mystery in an anti- 
cipated sacrifice. 

It was during this deeply touching communion, that 
the first bitterness of the Passion came upon His Soul. 
The first keenness of the distress arose from the con- 
sciousness of His betrayal by one of His own Disciples. 
This was the first ingredient of the mixed Chalice of 
the mental sufferings of the Son of God. The betrayal 
was the assault of Satan in the very home of His 
affections, the breaking in of sin upon the narrow 
circle of souls whom He had so long tended, so pain- 
fully kept, so tenderly loved. It was sin putting 
Him to shame before the world, destroying before His 
Eyes one of the foundations of His Church at its weak 
commencement, and undoing a vocation which had its 
origin in love before the foundation of the world, by 
an actual victory of the powers of hell. There was no 
anger in His Heart, for true anger, like His, is but 
the reaction of love, implying the hope of accomplishing 
its purpose by the force of a righteous zeal ; that hope 
past, there remained only the simple and pure lament 
for the lost one, the pure sorrowing for the sin. 

It was not the being delivered Up to His enemies, 
nor even the being betrayed, which caused the pro- 
found distress ; but that " one of them " should betray 
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Him ; that He should be constrained to yield Himself 
a victim to the base betrayal of His "/riend." This 
formed the burden of the intense sorrow which was 
manifested during the last Supper. The under-cur* 
rent of this most bitter grief rises up continually in 
oft-repeated expressions : *' As they did eat, He said, 
Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray 
Me;" "He that dippeth his hand with Me in the 
dish, the same shall betray Me ;" " Woe unto that 
man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed ;" "Ye 
are clean, but not all ; for He knew who should betray 
Him, therefore said He, Ye are not all clean ;" " He 
that eateth bread with Me, hath lifted up his hand 
against Me ;" " He it is to whom I shall give a sop, 
when I have dipped it." These utterances are the 
frequent cries of the heart-distress of the Holy One of 
God, of the true Man, Whose love never disappointed 
any who trusted Him, constrained now to yield Him- 
sdf to hypocrisy and baseness, and, Oh horrible 1 in 
and through the traitor, to Satan, who had " entered 
into " him. 

It was, however, even at that very hour when the 
betrayal was accomplished, that the burning desire 
to give Himself to be the Atoning Victim for the 
world, and the rejoicing at the prospect of the over- 
throw of Satan's power, and the blessedness of His re- 
deemed, were kindled into fresh life. The triumphant 
strain which from time to time had expressed His antici- 
pations of the results of His Sacrifice, broke forth 
with peculiar energy as the traitor left the upper 
chamber. " When he was gone out, Jesus said, Now 
is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in 
Him. If God be glorified in Him, God shall also 
glorify Him in Himself, and shall straightway glorify 
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Him."^ The discourse that followed, closing with the 
intercessory prayer, is one continued revelation of the 
blessed results of His Passion then commenced. His 
priestly Intercession, which was one prolonged plead* 
ing of His Passion, breathing out the intensest longings 
to bless the world, rises with an absorbing ardour of 
love above all sense or thought of suffering. This tri« 
umphant strain was, how^ever, the last note of victory 
before His Death, as the communion of the Paschal 
Supper was the last scene of loving peaceful inter- 
course with His disciples. As the door of the cham- 
ber closes behind Him and His disciples in their 
going forth, and we follow them moving silently 
along the street, through the gate of the city, down 
the valley of Jehoshaphat, over the brook Cedron, 
till they enter the garden, and are lost among the 
olive trees, — we feel the awe that hangs around every 
step ; for every step is leading Him to the deepest con- 
flict of this period of the Passion, and in the solemn calm 
of the midnight air, as He moves towards the scene of 
His Agony, vividly conscious of all that is approach- 
ing. He is secretly silencing the shrinkings of His 
human Heart, as He feels the shadows of the *' hour'* 
of the wicked one, and of the ** powers of darkness," 
gathering closely around Him, and even now almost 
touching His innermost seat of life. 

The text marks the time when, notwithstanding the 
long preparation, and the clear foreknowledge, now in 
the immediate preparation for the last Sacrifice, His 
Soul experienced an overpowering sense of oppression, 
a sinking as of Death taking possession of the organs 
of life, when the broken Heart gave way, the Sacred 
Humanity sank exhausted and prostrate upon the earth. 

1 S. John xiii. 31, 32. 
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There was in our Lord a true union between the Man- 
hood and the Godhead ; but there was no such imparting 
of the Godhead to the Manhood, as to make the Man- 
hood more than man, or cause it to be untrue to say, 
that the Manhood endured alone what He endured, as 
the Manhood alone could die, and alone be overwhelmed 
in that exhaustion and excess of anguish. It would 
be a confusion of the two natures, to suppose that the 
Godhead communicated to the Manhood what did not 
properly belong to a created nature. The Word im- 
parted what He willed to the new nature which He took, 
but He took our nature in the truth of its substance; and 
in order to be like unto His brethren. He bound Himself 
to its appointed laws and essential conditions. As our 
Lord hungered and wept, and was wearied, in the 
truth of such natural human infirmities, no interven- 
tion of His Godhead changing their character, or 
diminishing their force, even so the Agony of His 
Soul and the pain in His Flesh, were the true suffer- 
ings of a true Manhood, undiminished by their mys- 
terious union with God, the very mystery of which 
consisted in preserving the distinctness of the two 
combined natures in the Oneness of the Personality.* 

The language in which the dreadful conflict in 

1 " Our Lord's suspense, or permission, at His will of the 
operations of the Manhood, is a great principle in the doctrine of 
the Incarnation. Thou art troubled against thy will ; Chbist is 
troubled, because He willed it. Jesus hungered, yes, but because 
He willed it. Jesus slept, yes, but because He willed it. Jesus 
sorrowed, yes, but because He willed it. Jesus died, yes, but be- 
cause He willed it. It was in His power to be affected so or so, 
or not to be affected !'* Aug. in Joan. xlix. 18. ** The Eutychians 
perverted this doctrine, as if it implied that our Lobd was not sub- 
ject to the laws of human nature." Newman's Note, 8. Athanas. 
ag. Arian. p. 478. 



III.] THE AGONY. 45 

Gethsemane is described speaks of the deepest possible 
oppression of the inward life. S. Mark says, ** He began 
to be sore amazed^^' the original word implying an over- 
powering terror, as in the presence of something start- 
ling from its strange aspect of horror, causing a manifest 
shuddering and recoil ; " and to be very heavy, '^^ a term 
indicating the complete oppression and distress of the 
living energies of the soul, as though life were exhausted 
by its excess of anguish . It is S . Luke who uses the term 
" Agony,'' — " being in an Agony,"* a convulsion of fear 
and amazement, as of one suddenly seized, struggling for 
life, a grappling with some terrible power; and in 
this Agony "He prayed more earnestly,"^ or with 
extreme intensity of fervour, as for instant relief in the 
uttermost extremity of need and distress. 

The Evangelists describe our Lord's actions in that 
terrible hour, and they correspond with the words 
which speak of the extremity of convulsion and dis- 
tress passing within the Soul. The clinging to the three 
disciples, thus apparently manifesting a desire for their 
companionship, and their sympathy ; then the " being 

^ S. Mark xiv. 33. eKOafifieiaOat, " Sore amazed ;" eKOafifio^, qui 
attonitd admiratione stupet, attonitus stupore et pavore perculsus. 
Eust. and Suid. iKOafifiovfmi, stupore attonito percellor, pavore 
attonito exterreor. Scap. Lex. ; xal ahiffiovetif, " very heavy," 
gravissim^ angor, et prsB moerore concido animo, pen^ exanimor ac 
deficio pr88 dolore. Eust. deducit a nomine aBos, (satietas) ut sit, 
quasi nimia dolorum satietate fatisco. Item terreor, terrefio, pa- 
vesco. Xen. Hell. Scap. Lex. 

^ S. Luke xxii. 44. ar^wvia, certamen, item angor, trepidatio, 
animi sstuatio. Froprie est timer quo corripitur is qui in certamen 
descensurus est. Scap. Lex. 

^ ^icreveffTepov Trpoffrivx'^'^o, impens^, vehementer, totis viribus. 
Poll. The word is taken from the idea of stretching out or for- 
ward. Extensus, exporrectus, qui in longum se extendit. Scap. 
Lex. 
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withdrawn"* — ^the original word h much stronger, being 
" rent, or torn away as by force" — ^from them ; then the 
going forward and falling on His knees in prayer ; then 
the return to the disciples, and finding them neglectful 
of their charge and asleep ; the going away again to 
prayer, and again returning ; this going to and fro 
three several times ; the same rising up and going and 
returning ; these fluctuations of movement, as though 
He found not rest or relief for His oppressed horror- 
stricken Soul, — show the same mysterious, most mar- 
vellous tossiogs to and fro of convulsed emotions. 
Then the words of His prayer, — " If it be possible, let 
this hour pass from Me ;" " Abba, Father, all things 
are possible to Thee ;" " Take away this cup from Me, 
nevertheless, not what I will, but what Thou wilt ;" 
•* Not My will, but Thine be done ;" — express the same 
conflict of profoundest emotions, the possibility of 
escape realised, yet only to be renounced ; the two wills 
of the two natures contrasting one with the other,* 
yet only to become more entirely one ; the weaker 
nature trembling, fearing, recoiling back, but only to 
be bound more straitly to the stronger ; the * ' what I 
will " of the frail, exhausted flesh, looking out, de- 
siring relief, but rejected even while giving utterance 
to its desire, nay, rather, while it rises and seeks for 
its expression, already anticipated by the denial, " Not 
My will, but Thine." 

^ S. Luke xxii, 41. aireoTraaOfi aw^ avtwv ujael \i6ov fiok^v, " He 

Mas apart and yet near, bo that He might be heard ; and His Agony 
was visible in the clear light of the Paschal moon." Wordsw. in 
loc. Avellor, abstrahor, often used in connection with the idea of 
violence. Thus Eurip. in Hec. Oia6^ ovv o Bpaaeis ; fii^r diro' 
airaaOrj^ fii<^, Scap. Lex. 

^ See note at the end. 
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O Lord, my God, these fluctuations ; this deep con- 
flict of the inmost emotions of Thy Soul ; this intole- 
rable burden, so strange, so mysterious, from what 
cause did it arise? What was it that thus swayed 
Thy Soul to and fro, and bowed Thee to the dust ? 
Was it that Thy Soul was mysteriously clouded in that 
deep oppression, so that the determinate counsel of Thy 
Father's will was for the while hidden from Thee, lost to 
Thy consciousness in the thick darkness that then arose 
upon Thee, and this permitted by Thee in order that Thy 
pure obedience. Thy yielded will, might be the more per- 
fected through sufierings ? Or was the infirmity of the 
flesh suffered so to overmaster Thee, that Thou wouldest 
have chosen an easier path, had it been consistent with 
Thy purpose to redeem the world ? Or was it permitted 
to Satan in that hour to disturb Thee with strange 
and appalling terrors, shaking Thy Soul with fear and 
amazement, that Thou mightest be the more merciful 
and faithful " High Priest," to sympathise with and 
aid us in our sore conflicts ? Could it be the fear of 
death ? Death in any shape was a contradiction to 
Thy Nature, and must have caused an entire revulsion 
within Thee ; how much more such a death with such 
nakedness, such shame, such torment I But Thou 
couldest not so have shrunk back from the mere pain 
of death, which so many martyrs have endured joyfully. 
Or was it the wrath of God falling on Thee ? But there 
could be no separation between Thee and Thy Fa- 
ther ; no wrath could come upon Thee from Him ; for 
Thou didst all the while in all Thy distress still cry, 
" Abba, Father," in the full consciousness of the 
filial tie and its blissful union still abiding. Was it 
sin which caused this horror of darkness ? It would 
be untrue, unreal to say, that the sense of sin could 
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be in Thee as the sinner's sense of his own sin. Sin 
could not thus touch Thee ; Thou couldest not ever 
know the consciousness of our corruption as Thine 
own. Its fearful penalty was Thine ; but the sense of 
sin was ours only. like to us in all things Thou wast 
made, but unlike in this; and yet in a true sense 
the consciousness, as well as the penalty, of sin was 
the cause of Thy fearful Agony. For the Spirit re- 
vealed the secret of those unknown, unimagined Suf- 
ferings, when He taught us that Thou " wast made 
sin."^ 

It has been believed, that all these elements of dis- 
tress, entered in some deep mystery into that dreadful 
crisis of suflfering, and together composed the burden of 
woe whicli sank so deeply into the Soul of our Lord. 
He was in that hour associating Himself with the sin of 
the world, the sin of the nature which He owned as His 
own, identifying Himself with it in some true appropri- 
ation of it to Himself, as though it were His own, and 
with death in its relation to sin, and the wrath of God 
as its final doom. The Agony was an accepting in Him- 
self all that sin could do, all that sin deserved, as though 
He were Himself the sinner, even as He was the aban- 
doned prey of sinners. Our Lord could not feign, or 
imagine Himself to be what He was not, but in a great 
reality He appropriated to Himself, and accepted the 
full consciousness of man's sin in its manifold forms 
and developments, and in its terrible judgments to be 
inflicted on Him by the hands of His own creatures. 
The consciousness which this Sacrifice of Himself in- 
volved, was a realisation to His Soul of the last tor- 
ments, the consummation of the sinner's curse. To 
accept this state, to lay on Himself this condemnation, 

1 2 Cor. V. 21. 
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was the sacrifice of the Soul, as the crucifixion was the 
oblation of the tortured Body. 

It was when the Agony reached its profoundest stage 
of depression, during the most intense supplication, 
that the Sweat of Blood flowed forth, and the Angel 
appeared. Could it be that the Angel imparted the 
renewed strength ? " In Him was life, and the life 
was the light of men." And from Him all the Angelic 
Host ever draw all their life and powers. All the crea- 
tion lives only because He lives. All their strength is 
from Him. And yet it is written, " There appeared an 
Angel unto Him from heaven, strengthening Him."' 
He was pleased to permit His Human nature to be so 
prostrate, so abandoned to its own weakness, as to need 
a creature's sympathy and a creature's aid ; or the 
Angel's presence was a memorial of the inner world 
of light, of the glory that would be the sure recom- 
pense of His sufierings, the expression of some special 
communion of love from the Father, and this outward 
manifestation was the occasion of the summoning up 
of strength from within His own Soul, strength over- 
powered for awhile, though to revive with still more 
amazing energy. 

As He at last arose, the first terrors of the Passion, 
the first period of deepest perturbation and conflict, 
drew to a close. He arose, and His Voice strength- 
ened His disciples, as He was Himself strengthened : 
"Rise up, let us be going." His zeal as He goes 
forth to meet the band of soldiers, tells of the restored 
calm. A change now passed over the darkness of the 
scene, marking the transition from the first to the 
second period of the Passion. An inward peace fol- 
lowed, manifest in our Lord's bearing during all the 

^ S. Luke xxii. 43. 
E 
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subsequent hours, although then only commenced the 
most dreadful scenes of outward violence, closing with 
the death-stroke of the completed Sacrifice. 

Let us dwell for a short space on one of the many 
practical lessons, which may be drawn from the con- 
templation of this mystery of exceeding anguish. Two 
wills, or two distinct inclinations of the will, manifest 
themselves in the Human Nature of Christ, as in our 
own/ One is the higher will, which is in more imme- 
diate union with His Divine will, the true will of the 
true Humanity, while at the same time another will 
in the same nature appears, which although distin- 
guished from it, is yet made entirely one with it in 
the unity of a perfected obedience. Our Lord's Hu- 
manity ever moved in unison with the Divine Will, yet 
it is not on that account to be supposed that all His 
desires yielded themselves without pain, or required 
no force to determine their choice. The desire to be 
relieved from suflfering, from the full burden of His 
Sacrifice, the recoil from the taste of the full bitter- 
ness of the Cup which He had to drink, the drawing 
back the Hand which He had stretched forth to take 
it, the strong pleading for some consolation, if it were 
possible, — these the instinctive and therefore blameless 
dispositions of the inferior impulses of our nature, so 
continually rising up and seeking their natural rest, 
constituted the force of the lower will, the "I" ever 
renounced, which was experienced in His temptations. 
Our Lord spoke of His temptations lasting on through- 
out His ministry even to the end. It was at the close 
of His earthly course that He said to His disciples ; 
"Ye are they which have continued with Me in My 

^ See note at the end, p. 55. 
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temptations/'' The testing of His Soul, and the con- 
sciousness of trial, therefore, continued even till the 
ever renounced will, its period of mortification and 
self-denial being exhausted, was entirely sacrificed for 
us, nailed motionless to the Cross. 

In this amazing manifestation of endurance and 
suffering in a nature the very true substance of our 
own, we may discern the lesson, which, to however 
feeble and slight an extent in comparison with our 
Lord's, has yet in our measure to be learned by every 
one of us. Even when all sinful propensities have 
been mastered and subdued, there is still a striving 
within us, which costs pain and effort to overcome. 
There is still the pleading of this same lower will, con- 
stituting a large portion of our trial. When all has 
been given to God, when the self-dedication is most 
true, and all is offered up, and thyself offered with thy 
all, is there not still even then the oft-recurring ques- 
tion arising within the soul ; May I not take the easier 
path ? May I not be spared this hardness ? And 
then follows the strong wish ; then, alas 1 too often the 
wavering, and then the Tempter's voice is heard. Then 
comes the clouding of the eye of the soul, the loss of 
the clear vision, and then may be found the sinking of 
the once firm resolve under a fearful sense of infirmity 
and doubt, and the growing darkness of exaggerated 
fears, and losses so far greater than were anticipated, 
involving so much more of self-sacrifice than was fore- 
seen, and lasting on so wearily. Is there not in such 
experiences the frequent occasion of inward conflict, 
the sharp testing of thy truth, and one momentous 
cause of the distressing apprehension felt at times, 
whether thou art truly Christ's, or no ? 

1 S. Luke xxii. 28. 
E 2 
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Our Lord was parting with the disciple who had 
once failed Him, and He left as His last word, to dwell 
upon his memory, one lesson which was to shape and 
determine his whole future course, converted as he was, 
but not yet perfected. Jesus saith to Simon Peter; 
"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, when thou wast 
young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither 
thou wouldest ; but when thou shalt be old, thou 
shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird 
thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not."* 
Dost thou think, that this announcement of the neces- 
sity of an ever renounced and yielded will, applies only 
to the martyr'^ death, and not also to the martyr's life ? 
Read in it, every child of God, thy own history through 
thy whole future, if thou wouldest be Christ's, if thou 
wouldest "crucify the flesh with its affections and 
lusts,'* if thou wouldest ** mortify the deeds of the 
body and live." The injunction couched in the pa- 
rable, implies the being so bound in spirit by the 
. higher will of God, that thou, thy lower self, should 
know no independent inclination of its own, but ever 
accepting the heavenly call, be carried against its own 
bias to choose the higher way, though it be the way of 
suffering. 

Look back along thy early life, and what does the 
view reveal ? Strong passions and frequent yieldings, 
keen wishes and restless efforts to fulfil them, a deter- 
mined will, and constant shrinking from control. Look 
forward, and consider what must thy life be ? A pliant 
will, ever listening for the Divine Voice to determine 
its action, thy lower nature constrained to yield to thy 
higher nature, the natural life taught to live for other 
worlds than this, the future glory, as yet unseen, but em- 

^ S. John xxi. 18. 
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braced as the blessed recompense for wishes mortified, 
for sacrifices consummated, for pain, for loneliness, for 
poverty, for shame, for disappointment, bravely and 
faithfully endured. 

Let it be thy constant aim to accept this lot cheer- 
fully. Resolve to contend earnestly, and, in the strength 
of God, to overcome, in this wrestling with the inferior 
will. The first danger of decline from a high standard is 
in the dwelling overmuch on vivid impressions, or 
strong feelings which excite the natural apprehensions 
of the heart ; the brooding over fond recollections, or 
dreams of fancied happiness ; the tendency to magnify 
a real or supposed hardship, to listen to wounded self- 
love, to call up again and again the grief, the complaint, 
the regret, the loss, or the fear. These natural workings 
of the soul are the avenues through which the Tempter 
seeks to approach the inner life, drawing off the soul 
from its rest in God, and its consciousness of great 
spiritual realities. Then follows the darkening of the 
inward light, the loss of the clear shining of the 
vision of God once vouchsafed to the eye of faith, the 
clouding of the higher faculties of the soul. And in 
this darkened state doubts and questionings even of 
the reality of grace, of the love of God, of the in- 
dwelling of the Divine Nature, of the certainty of the 
promises and callings of God, gather around the soul, 
depressing its energies, hindering its peace, paralyzing 
its efforts, undoing the results of many vows and acts 
of self-dedication, and casting the soul adrift upon 
a sea of perpetual unrest, and hopeless tossings to 
and fro without aim and without guidance. Thus the 
higher will declines, and the inferior nature resumes 
by degrees something of its original predominance. 
And then passion, or natural desire, or self-love, or an 
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unsubdued temper, or pride of heart, begins again to 
rule the servant of Christ^ the chosen one, the con- 
secrated heir of the kingdom. 

One great secret of safety against such falls — ^the 
secret of a true progress in the higher life of super- 
natural grace — is to be found in the faithful effort to con- 
trol the inclinations of the will in union with the Divine 
Presence in the exercise of the lesser duties and calls 
which form the routine of daily life. In rising up at 
the appointed hour ; in the first prayer ; in composing 
the soul for its first contact with the outer world ; in 
recollection of spirit during casual converse ; in bearing 
annoyances, or infirmities, or unexpected hindrances ; 
in accepting distractions or pressure of work ; in self- 
restraint at meals ; in the habitual mortification of act 
or thought ; in the ready charity or self-abasement on 
slight sudden occasions, which arise continually to test 
the habitual frame of the soul from early morning 
till the night returns to recruit and calm the wearied 
pilgrim of the day, — ^in these continual efforts there 
is an unceasing succession of trial, in which the higher 
will may assert its true sovereignty, its Divine mission. 
And as every such effort is the subdual of nature 
to grace, so is it the progressive establishment of the 
abiding reign of God within the soul, the safeguard of 
its peace, the assurance of future conquests which 
have their issues in eternity, the preparation for a 
perfected union with the Almighty Will, to Which all 
things must bow in heaven and in earth, the reigning 
of Which is righteousness, and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. 

These continual daily victories tend, through the 
grace of God, to brace and fix the texture of the 
renewed will, and to form the tone of mind, in which 
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the call to nobler sacrifices is accepted readily, in 
which the powers of endurance are matured, and the 
spirit of devotion deepens, leavening gradually all the 
movements and issues of the life. To such habitual 
mastery of the lower nature is specially vouchsafed 
the gift of a chastened mind, and a clear vision of the 
Invisible, and a grasp of hidden verities, with the ever 
growing sense of their substantial reality. Before a 
soul thus disciplined the future rises as a brightening 
and expanding vision, to which all the lines of life's 
deepest interests converge, in which are lost all sensa- 
tions of fear, or depressions of passing sorrow, the 
burdens and anxieties of a state which is felt more 
and more to be the needful discipline of one who is 
passing from death to life, and in whom at each fresh 
patient endurance of the appointed trial, death is being 
" swallowed up in victory." 



Note. 

Hooker, in the Fifth Book of his Ecclesiastical Polity, sets forth 
the following striking view of the inner nature of our Lokd'b 
Humanity : 

'* Will, whether it be in G-od or man, belongeth to the essence 
and nature of both. The nature, therefore, of G-on being one, 
there are not in God divers wills, although Godhead be in divers 
persons ; because the power of willing is a natural, not a personal 
propriety. Contrariwise the Person of our Satioub Chbist 
being but one, there are in Him two wills, because two natures, 
the nature of God and the nature of man, which both do imply 
this faculty and power. So that in Chbist there is a divine and 
there is a human will, otherwise He were not both God and man. 
Therefore the Church hath of old condemned Monothelites as 
heretics, for holding that Chbist had but one will. The works 
and operations of our Sayioub's human will were all subject to 
the will of God, and framed according to His law : ■ I desired to 
do Thy will, O God ; and Thy law is within my heart.' 
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"Now, as man's will so the will of Chbist hath two several 
kinds of operation, the one natural or necessary, whereby it 
desireth simply whatsoever is good in itself, and shunneth as 
generally all things which hurt; the other deliberate, when we 
therefore embrace things as good, because the eye of the under- 
standing judgeth them good to that end which we simply desire. 
Thus in itself we desire health, physic only for health's sake. 
And in this sort special reason ofttimes causeth the will by choice 
to prefer one good thing before another, to leave one for another's 
sake, to forego meaner for the attainment of higher desires, which 
our Saviouu likewise did. 

" These different inclinations of the will considered, the reason is 
easy how in Chbist there might grow desires, seeming, but being 
not indeed opposite, either the one of them unto the other, or 
either of them to the will of God. For let the manner of His 
speech be weighed. ' My soul is now troubled, and what should 
I say ? Fatheb, save Me out of this hour. But yet for this 
very cause am I come into this hour.' His purpose herein was 
most effectually to propose to the view of the whole world two 
contrary objects, the like whereto in force and efficacy were never 
presented in that manner to any, but only to the Soul of Chbist. 
There was presented before His eyes in that fearful hour, on the 
one side, God's heavy indignation and wrath towards mankind as 
yet unappeased ; death as yet in full strength ; hell as yet never 
mastered by any that came within the confines and bounds 
thereof; somewhat also perad venture more than is either possible 
or needful for the wit of man to find out ; finally Himself, flesh 
and blood, lefb alone to enter into conflict with all these : on the 
other side, a world to be saved by One ; a pacification of wrath, 
through the dignity of that sacrifice which should be offered ; a 
conquest over death, through the power of that Deity which 
would not suffer the tabernacle thereof to see corruption ; and an 
utter disappointment of all the forces of infernal powers, through 
the purity of that Soul which they should have in their hands and 
not be able to touch. Let no man marvel that in this case the 
soul of Chbist was much troubled. For what could such appre- 
hensions breed but (as their nature is) inexplicable passions of 
mind, desires abhorring what they embrace, and embracing what 
they abhor ? In which Agony, * how should the tongue go 
about to express' what the soul endured ? When the griefs of 
Job were exceeding great, his words accordingly to open them 
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were matiy ; howbeit, still unto his seeming they were undisco- 
vered. ' Though my talk ' (saith Job) ' be this day in bitter- 
ness, yet my plague is greater than my groaning.' But here to 
what purpose should words serve, when nature hath more to 
declare than groans and strong cries, more than streams of 
bloody sweats, more than His doubled and tripled prayers can 
express, Who thrice putting forth His hand to receive that cup, 
besides which there was no other cause of His coming into the 
world, He thrice putting it back again, and as often, even with 
tears of blood, craveth, ' If it be possible, O Eatheb ; or if not, 
even what Thine own good pleasure is ;' for Whose sake the 
passion that hath in it a bitter and a bloody conflict, even with 
wrath, and death, and hell, is most welcome. 

^'Whereas, therefore, we find in Gos a will resolved that 
Chbist shall suffer ; and in the human will of Chbist two actual 
desires, the one avoiding, and the other accepting death ; is that 
desire which first declareth itself by prayer against that where- 
with He concludeth prayer, or either of them against His mind, 
to Whom prayer in this case seeketh P We may judge of these 
diversities in the will, by the like in the understanding. For as 
the intellectual doth not cross itself by conceiving man to be just 
and unjust when it meaneth not the same man, nor by imagining 
the same man learned and unlearned, if learned in one skill, and 
in another kind of learning unskilful, because the parts of every 
true opposition do always both concern the same subject, and 
have reference to the same thing, sith otherwise they are but in 
show opposite and not in truth ; so the will about one and the 
same thing may in contrary respects have contrary inclinations, 
and that without contrariety. The minister of justice may, for 
public example to others, virtuously will the execution of that 
party whose pardon another, for consanguinity's sake, as vir- 
tuously may desire. Consider death in itself, and nature teacheth 
Chbist to shun it; consider death as a mean to procure the 
salvation of the world, and mercy worketh in Chbist all willing- 
ness of mind towards it. Therefore in these two desires there 
can be no repugnant opposition. Again, compare them with the 
. will of God, and if any opposition be, it must be only between 
His appointment of Chbist V death, and the former desire which 
wisheth deliverance from death. But neither is this desire 
opposite to the will of Gon. The will of God was that Chbist 
should suffer the pains of death. Not so His will, as if the 
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torment of innocencj did in itself please and delight God ; but 
such was His will in regard to the end whereunto it was 
necessary that Chbist should suffer. The death of Chbist in 
itself, therefore, Gtoj) willeth not, which to the end we might 
thereby obtain life, He both alloweth and appointeth. In like 
manner the Son of Man endureth willingly to that purpose those 
grievous pains, which simply not to have shunned had been against 
nature, and by consequence against G-on. 

'' I take it, therefore, to be an error, that Chbist either knew 
not what Himself was to suffer, or else had forgotten the things 
He knew. The root of which error was an over-restrained con* 
sideration of prayer, as though it had no other lawful use, but 
only to serve for a chosen mean, whereby the will resolveth to 
seek that which the understanding certainly knoweth it shall 
obtain. Whereas prayers in truth both ours are and His were, 
as well sometime a presentation of mere desires, as a means of 
procuring desired effects at the hands of God. We are therefore 
taught by His example, that the presence of dolorous and dreadful 
objects, even in minds most perfect, may as clouds overcast all 
sensible joy: that no assurance touching future victories can 
make present conflicts so sweet and easy, but nature will shun 
and shrink from — nature will desire ease and deliverance &om 
oppressive burdens; that the contrary determination of God is 
oftentimes against the effect of this desire, yet not against the 
affection itself, because it is naturally in us ; that in such case our 
prayers cannot serve us as means to obtain the things we desire ; 
that notwithstanding they are unto God most acceptable sacrifices, 
because they testify we desire nothing but at His hands, and our 
desires we submit with contentment to be overruled by His will, 
and in general they are not repugnant unto the natural will of 
God, which wisheth to the works of His own hands, in that they 
are His own handy work, all happiness, although perhaps for some 
special cause in our own particular a contrary determination have 
seemed more convenient; finally, that thus to propose our 
desires, which cannot take such effect as we specify, shall not- 
withstanding otherwise procure us His heavenly grace, even as 
this very prayer of Chbist obtained angels to be sent to Him as 
comforters in His Agony. And^ according to this example, we 
are not afraid to present unto God our prayers for those things, 
which that He will perform unto us we have no sure nor certain 
knowledge." 



LECTURE IV. 



THE LOVE. 

CaITTICLXS Till. 6. 

"Love is steono ab Death." 

It is necessary to pause in the progress of the history 
of the Passion, in order that we may contemplate the 
love of Christ, as a distinct subject. We cannot en- 
ter into His sufferings, unless in some degree at least 
we first enter into the depths of His love. Even in our 
own degraded nature the acuteness of sorrow depends 
on the sensibilities of love. Sorrow is measured by 
love. They who love little, know little of the suffer- 
ings of the heart. As in bodily pain the suffering de- 
pends chiefly on the consciousness of the mind, the 
sense of pain being suspended when the mind is un- 
conscious, returning when mental consciousness re- 
turns, the mind thus underlying the body as the seat 
of the consciousness of pain, — even so in the case of 
affliction affecting our minds, its acuteness depends on 
the amount of what we call feeling, i.e., the sensi- 
bilities of the heart. 

How completely different is a bereavement, a treach- 
ery, an unkindness, a look of coldness, or a rough word 
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when love is wounded by it, or when there is simply a 
mental apprehension of it ! A whole life may be dark- 
ened by the perception of even one insincerity in a 
person much loved by one who loves much, while the 
simple perception of the fault without the wounding 
of the affection passes off as in a moment. The true 
seat of mental sorrow underlies the mental apprehen- 
sion of it. The Jews spoke according to a true instinct 
of humanity, when seeing how ** Jesus wept" at the 
grave of Lazarus, they said, ** Behold, how He loved 
him."* 

Moreover the higher the nature, the keener are the 
sensibilities. The more any man is free from low, 
worldly, and selfish thoughts, the more is he the sub- 
ject of those higher sensibilities on which the acute- 
ness of mental suffering depends. We have no name 
for the deep inner seat of acute sensibility. The term, 
love, is not an adequate name for it. Love expresses 
only one form of such feeling. Love implies the 
drawing of one being to another being, w^ith a strong 
desire of union, and of rest in that union. But this is 
only one development of the inner sensibilities of the 
soul. There is also the feeling of benevolence, which is 
the large all-embracing desire to bless, without any per- 
sonal emotions such as love denotes. Again charity, or 
benevolence in act, when accompanied with a feeling of 
tenderness; and compassion, which arises from the 
excitement of sympathies and common sensations of 
pain or fear, — are terms expressing different features or 
movements of the same great principle of life, but they do 
not represent the principle of sensibility itself; they only 
indicate particular developments of a sense, which lies 
deeper and extends wider than themselves, which is so 

^ S. John xi. 36. 
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deep, SO wide that it appears to be identical with life itself, 
and is indeed strong as life, more precious to life than 
life is to itself; for love would rather surrender life, than 
life surrender love. This inherent depth of the principle 
of sensibility in the heart is meant to be expressed, 
when it is said, that " love is strong as death." We, 
therefore, employ the term love, not as fully repre- 
senting this inner principle of life, but as expressing 
one of its tenderest, purest, and most exquisite forms of 
development. Though inadequate, it is yet the nearest 
approach to a true representation of the inner vital 
principle itself, the central fount of the heart's sensi- 
bilities. There are, doubtless, spheres of love beyond 
the range of our nature, love peculiar to other created 
natures than ours ; there is love in God, which no 
creature can ever comprehend, — but all love of which 
humanity is capable found its truest, keenest, fullest 
development and exercise in Christ. If we were to 
specify one manifestation of humanity in Christ, which 
we should distinguish above others, as pervading all 
acts and expressions, and coming perpetually forth to 
view in the most moving forms, we should instance 
this grace of love. It was the first, the readiest expres- 
sion of His sacred human life. It is not, however, the 
object here proposed to dwell on the general aspect, 
or manifestation of the love of Christ, but only to 
speak of one mode of its development — love meeting 
sin, and seeking to overcome it. 

Limiting then our view of our Lord's love to this 
one special exercise of it, we may trace a marked dis- 
tinction in its expressions during the earlier period of 
life, as contrasted with its manifestation during His 
Passion. Before the Passion the wounding and dis- 
appointment of His love, and the holy zeal and indig- 
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nation awakened at the sin which resisted it, broke 
forth in startling words, that must have aroused the 
profoundest awe and amazement. Call to mind the 
words which ever and anon He addressed to the cold 
and hardened leaders of the people during their con- 
tinued opposition to His mission- '* Ye serpents, ye 
generation of vipers;"* " Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites,"' " ye fools and blind ;"' *' Go and 
tell that fox ;"* " A wicked and adulterous generation 
seeketh after a sign, but there shall no sign be given 
it;"* ** How shall ye escape the damnation of hell ?**^ 
Such words express the outpourings of the anguish of 
bitterly aggrieved love, longing to bless, but thrown 
back upon itself, and seeking to alarm and shake the 
consciences of sinners ; a cry as of horror at the dread- 
fulness of sin, with an intense yearning to overmaster 
it, and save its victims, and assert the truth and sane* 
tity of God. Mark how this holy zeal and acute sen- 
sibility were stirred even against His nearest disciples, 
when they were but unintentionally opposing the will 
of God. To S. Peter who would have put an obstacle 
in the way of His self-sacrifice. He said, " Get thee be- 
hind Me, Satan, thou art an offence to Me."^ Of 
Judas He had said, " one of you is a devil."® 

No such expressions occur within the period of 
the Passion. The tide of love had then changed. 
The grieved, disappointed, oppressed Heart ceased to 
speak in indignation. It had, if without irreverence it 
may be spoken, resigned the hope of deterring the 
wickedness of man by the effects of holy zeal. The 
sacred Heart of Jesus ceased to tell the world of the 

1 S. Matt, xxiii. 33. » S. Matt, xxiii. 23. » S. Matt, xxiii. 17. 
* S. Luke xiii. 32. ^ g. Matt. xii. 39. « S. Matt, xxiii. 83. 
7 S. Matt. xvi. 23. « g. John vi. 70. 
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inward horror of Its sensations at the sin of man, and 
Its terror at the sure judgments that must follow ; for 
man had hardened himself against Its appeal, and re- 
jected the love which would terrify and wound, in 
order that it might remedy. The voice of awful reproof, 
of solemn denunciation, of personal anguish at the 
presence of sin, is heard no more ; there is no more 
shuddering recoil from the keen sense of wrong against 
God, passing from his lips. The time for such warn- 
ings was past. The unchecked, undeterred triumph of 
evil is permitted, and now there is heard only the 
plaintive, pleading cry of the broken Heart which has 
yielded Itself to the victim's death, sorrowing over 
the sin which for a while is allowed to be victorious 
against the Holy One of God ; the utterance of the 
bitter lament of a distress which has been meekly 
accepted, breathing only the desire to forgive, the 
intense desire that they who are fulfilling the deed of 
blood, may yet tm*n to Him to be saved. 

To Judas now He speaks, saying ; *' Friend, (i.e. com- 
panion) wherefore art thou come ?"* Of the soldiers, 
who are binding Him, He asks permission that His 
hands may be freed for a moment, to enable Him to 
touch and heal the wounded ear of their fellow servant, 
Malchus ; '' Suffer ye thus far : and He touched his ear, 
and healed him."* Though He was rudely bound with 

1 S. Matt. xxvi. 60. 

3 S. Luke xxii. 51. S. Luke connects the *' Suffer ye thus far," 
and the act of healing. Thej are included in the same verse, and 
thus appear to be connected together. Stier's interpretation of 
the passage, which rests on this connection, has been adopted. 
His comment on the word is as follows. He refers to Eambach 
and Hess, besides Lange, as giving the same interpretation. 
" Chbist, when He begins to repair the injury, turns to the 
excited, offended, and injured multitude, which after the hasty 
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thongs, He was silent. Toward S. Peter in the judgment 
hall, when in the act of denying Him, the one look of 
intensest sorrow for His servant's sin, is the only sign 
that escapes Him. To the man who gives the blow 
upon His cheek, there is only the meek, reasoning 
appeal of patient forbearance under the shameful 
wrong ; *' If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the 
evil ; but if well, why smitest thou Me ?"* When the 
voice of warning was heard once again, it was only in 
the gentlest accents, though with a profound sadness : 
" Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but weep 
for yourselves and for your children." " If they do 
these things in a green tree, what will be done in the 
dry ?"* And even when speaking to the unrighteous, 
but partially believing judge, even in the act of de- 
livering Him to be crucified, our Lord still preserved 
the same calm and gentle utterance : " Thou couldest 
have no power at all against Me, except it were given 

blow would set upon Him all the more vehemently. Lange 
observes quite correctly : To the disciples the healing itself was 
quite a sufficient correction of their error ; but in order to this 
healing the Lobd must claim some short respite from His ene- 
mieSy as He had already delivered Himself to them. And now 
we understand this often overlooked word in all its dignity. 
What humility in His consciousness and use of His Divine power 
of healing I What most exquisite feeling of what was right, even 
in suffering and injustice, that He should appeal to the ruling 
powers to whom He had already surrendered Hitnself, for release 
and permission ; that He should, as it were, ask it of His enemies, 
that they would tarry awhile and leave His hands free for the 
performance of this necessary and obligatory act of benevo- 
lence! Now we understand this simple suffer^ which vibrates 
between request and lofty command, and to which He does not add 
Me ; and now we understand the concealing tovtov (this), [E.V. 
"thus far,"] by which He means this work of miraculous power, this 
healing as indispensably necessary before He was finally bound." 
1 S. John xvii. 23. « S. Luke xxiii. 28, 31. 
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thee from above, therefore he that delivered Me unto 
thee hath the greater sin."* The voice of warning 
remains, but it is transformed into the meekest re- 
monstrance, the patient appeal to a day then far dis- 
tant, when He Who was thus glorified through shame, 
shall appear again, '' and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of Him."* 

The turning point of this deeply touching change 
in the movements of our Lord's love is clearly 
marked. It occurred at the close of His public mi- 
nistry, when the piercing lament arose over Jerusalem ; 
" O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the pro- 
phets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee, how 
often would I have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not. Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate.'** These words involve the closing in 
of one period of grace, the cessation of the efibrts 
of love under one form of influence. Afterwards, 
Love changed its note. Three saddest years of dis- 
appointment, of weary unrequited toil, of fruitless 
longings to bless, had passed away, and the anguish of 
regret was as the knell of those departed years of love 
unceasingly blasphemed, of grace rejected. Thence* 
forward our Lord yields Himself unresistingly, with- 
drawing from His long sore struggling with sin, to 
bear in silence the last sorrows of the amazing Sacri- 
fice. Love now pleads in silence, or speaks as it finds 
a wilUng response or meets an answering confidence, 
still ever flowing, though more secretly, out of the 
Heart which is being perfected . in sufierings. And 

1 S. John xix. 10. 2 j^y. i. 7. 

3 S. Matt, xxiii. 37, 
II. F 
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yet the very deepest expressions which Holy Scripture 
records of His love during the days of His Flesh, if any 
comparison may be instituted, are those which issued 
from the Cross. Those sayings form a connected 
whole. They have a marvellous comprehensive em- 
brace, and, issuing out of the very pangs of death, 
and during the actual Offering of the precious atoning 
Blood, are the most momentous words ever spoken 
on earth. 

The first saying from the Cross, supposed to be 
uttered as the nails were being driven through His 
Hands, and His Feet : " Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do :" — tells how His Heart 
even then breathed nothing but forbearance and desire 
of forgiveness towards sinners, gushing forth all the 
more tenderly because of the wounds inflicted upon 
Him. The second saying, — "To-day shalt thou be 
with Me in Paradise," — ^speaks of the glory which He 
anticipated for sinners, as the fruit of His sufferings, 
and of His longing to be united with them as they 
turn to Him, in His glory. The third saying, — 
" Woman, behold thy son ; Son, behold thy mother," 
speaks of the tender affections of His human spirit, 
yearning to bind together more closely all natural ties, 
creating the family ties of the new kingdom through 
a new spiritual union, and making spiritual ties close 
and dear as family ties, love, issuing from Himself, 
drawing the one to the other through Himself, and then 
both together in Himself. These three first utterances 
from the Cross speak forgiveness, eternal rest, and 
mutual tenderness of united affection. After this. Love 
soars yet higher, as the sufferings of death grew on 
towards their height. The " Eli, Eli, lama sabacthani ? 
My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?" is 
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the manifestation of self-abandoning love, parting even 
with the consciousness of rest and joy in communion 
with the Father in His desire to unite Himself more 
perfectly with the lost state of man in his uttermost 
loneliness of desolation. The '' I thirst," cannot be 
limited to mere bodily anguish, however intense ; it 
also tells of the deep longing that burned, consuming 
His Soul, for the salvation of the world He was suf- 
fering to redeem ; the thirst for souls, for the deliver- 
ance of His brethren in the flesh, the thirst for the 
glory of God in the perfected salvation of the world. 
*' It is finished," is the thankfulness of love now with- 
out a regret for the sufferings past, in the conscious- 
ness of the everlasting rest and joy, as He was about 
to enter into the purchased possession to be the salva- 
tion of the world through His accomplished Sacrifice. 
And lastly, ** Father, into Thy hands I commend 
My spirit," is the returning of Love to the Source of 
Love, the repose of the perfected human Life in the 
Heart of the Father after the loss, the forsaking 
which sin had caused the Holy One of God to endure. 
As the three first sayings tell of love in its earliest 
stages, in the forgiveness of sins, and the reknitting of 
the broken ties of human fellowship in the communion 
of saints ; even so the last sayings, embracing the 
ultimate results of the Sacrifice, carry us &r away 
beyond this life, and tell of the blissful union of love 
in God, of the love between the Father and the Son, 
and of the love of all His true elect inclosed in their 
everlasting Home, which is the Heart of the ever 
Blessed Trinity. 

One incidental proof of the truth of the Passion of 
the Son of God may be drawn from the laws or con- 

F 2 
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ditions of a perfect life in man, which as instincts are 
inherent in our nature. The most advanced and 
elevated forms of human character are those in which 
love and suffering meet and intermingle — love forming 
the spring of life, and determining its actings ; suf- 
fering imparting to love its chastening, its depth of 
tenderness and refinement. Such characters live 
longest enshrined in the affections and reverence of 
mankind. Such meeting us in our path, leave the 
most powerful spell on our minds and hearts. No 
greatness wins or enthrals us, unless love predominate 
in it. No love ever yet attained true greatness without 
the sharpness of inward trial and pain. The thought 
of God being immersed in pain and sorrow, and made 
subject to humiliation, is the most marvellous that our 
minds can contemplate ; yet we can discern how God 
in accepting such a destiny of suffering, has fulfilled 
the highest ideal we can form of the greatness and 
purity of human life, — that the union of love and 
suffering which the Passion exhibits, is the very form 
of life which most deeply awes and touches human 
sympathies. Two ends were to be accomplished for 
man's redemption : the atoning sacrifice was to be 
offered for his sins, and his nature was to be purified 
for his renewal unto a perfect life. For this latter 
end— for raising to Heaven the human nature from its 
fallen condition to its highest elevation of moral 
greataess-sufferiag is an established law. and. accord- 
ing to the will of God, necessary in our present state. 
Therefore in becoming Man, and sharing man's destiny, 
our Lord could not, without departing from the law 
of man's nature, and so being something different 
from man, form for Himself a perfection otherwise 
than humanity according as its ordained constitution 
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admits. A true human life, even in the Person of 
God, could be framed and perfected, in consistency 
with the truth of His own appointments, only as He, 
like His brethren, attained His perfectness through 
the mutual action and reaction of suffering and love 
entering into the profound depths of sensation and 
capacities of soul and spirit, which were in Him to be 
conformed to the fulness of the Divine Nature. 

It is most important to bear in mind the true and 
intended effect of all suffering which comes upon us in 
accordance with the Divine will, and to guard against 
the natural evil tendencies which mar and hinder its 
operation. Two such tendencies may specially be 
mentioned. 

One is the tendency to murmur. As a strong 
stream, suddenly meeting an unexpected barrier, first 
tends to chafe and foam in turbulent, ungoverned 
fury, before it subsides into the channel along which 
its waters are intended to find their vent, that they 
may afterwards expand in quietness, and become the 
source of fruitfulness ; even so love, checked, thwarted, 
thrown back on itself, swells into a wild disordered 
commotion, brooding over a grieved sense of injustice, 
of unkindness, of being misunderstood, of want of 
sympathy, all the more because of the consciousness 
of its own pure disinterested longings. Love thus 
hindered in its flow, perhaps where it most looks and 
longs to find a response to its desires, turns inwardly 
upon itself, and there may then come a souring of 
the heart, a sore tone of complaint, which curdles all 
its finest impulses even into moroseness, giving a 
dark, discoloured view to all prospects, like some 
diseases which affect the organ of sight, shedding their 
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own distempered hues oa all scenes and objects. The 
complaining heart will even rise s^inst God, charging 
Him with cruelty ; it will turn to infidelity, denying 
the possibility of the Providence of God ordering all 
events ; or live on cherishing a dark and gloomy fear 
of some mysterious power of evil overmastering God. 

Another such tendency is despondency. As the 
stricken deer flees to its covert, trembling before its 
enemies, scared by every sound or movement, so the 
wounded spirit retires into itself, cherishing the feeling, 
that there is no opening for its fervent energies in this 
world, over sensitive to the least check ; and gives up 
all high schemes, losing hope and trust in all forms of 
earthly life, feeds upon itself and developes unreal 
fancies and imaginary idols, becomes dreamy, morbid, 
wasting the powers of life and precious opportunities 
of good, in aiming and yearning after some romance, 
some fiction of an exaggerated sensibility, which 
exhausts while it deludes the noblest impulses ; and, 
saddest result of all, generates the self-conceit of a 
supposed superiority in finding no response on earth, 
because oneself is so fan raised above all others as to 
know no common sympathies. 

The Passion of our Lord involves and teaches 
lessons which correct both these evil tendencies. (1) 
We here learn that love of the highest order attains 
its highest exercise and truest refinement by suffering 
pain, by enduring disappointment, by labouring under 
reproach and misconceptions, by meeting hardness, by 
patiently waiting the time, by submitting all its 
actings to an overruling will and the stern laws of a 
perpetual self-sacrifice. It is not that God ever fails 
to heed the yearnings of a disinterested love, but that 
there is something greater than the fulfilment of 
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love's fondest desires, the purification of love ttirougii 
discipline, and restraint, and pain. The perfecting it 
in endurance, and unselfishness, and unearthly aims, 
is the accomplishment of a greater result than any 
temporary gratification could be. 

Again, (2), we learn here that love, disappointed of 
a vent for its energies in one channel, may yet find 
another and a truer exercise in other channels. Our 
Lord accepted occasions and openings for His love, 
though not always where He sought them. And so 
likewise in our own case. If, for instance, thou canst 
not be a martyr in a foreign mission, thou canst be a 
patient bearer of the every-day trials at home ; if not 
possessed of a large fortune, with great opportunities 
of blessing multitudes, thou canst always speak kind 
words, and continually intercede for the healing of 
some form of human misery ; if thou canst not win 
thy desire of love at once, nor find every one 
prepared to accept thy own views, thou canst commit 
thy aims to God in prayer, and wait to find their 
accomplishment in some wholly unexpected way. 
Moreover, if all fail, it may be only a failing to the 
outward sense. The Cross was the fulfilment of a 
perfect triumph through utter loss. Canst thou tell, 
thou who moumest over some disappointed and re- 
jected scheme on which love has fastened its desire, 
what far greater gain of pure spiritual love and union 
with God may be the result of that sore trial ; how a 
truer, higher, and more blessed energy of heart, even 
here, may be found through the very loss of all that 
the natural life pictured to itself as most precious ? 

Lastly, let us dwell on the thought that there is 
now in Heaven, by the side of the everlasting Father, 
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in coequal majesty and power with Him, One Who 
owns a human heart, so deeply chastened with sorrow, 
so tenderly gentle, so acutely touched, through personal 
experience, with the feeling of every human need, so 
perfect in sympathy, — even He Himself Who breathed 
away His life on Calvary. He has borne with Him 
on high into the glorious Heavens that same Heart thus 
disciplined, thus perfected, and It there beats Its full, 
Its ceaseless pulsations, even now where He is glorified. 
Not merely is Man there, but Man with the truest, 
tenderest, lowliest heart, long deeply tried with pain, 
and touchingly gentle alike to all who approach 
Him. What rest in this thought, we look up into the 
Heavens, as we look forward into the future, as we muse 
on what our hope of forgiveness may be, as we feel our 
need of compassion and support, as we shrink within at 
the self-consciousness of our shame, our folly, our sins 
past, without the possibility of undoing or redeem- 
ing them 1 But yet what anxiety mingles with this 
blessed consolation, in the fear lest one's whole heart 
should not even now respond to His, should not 
beat in harmony with Its pulsations, should not 
possess a common life; lest ours may be wanting in 
the chastened love, the tenderness, the self-sacrifice, 
the pure deep charity, and so be unable to claim kin- 
dred with His ; should not unite with His in its wide 
scope, its all-embracing energies. And yet as He drew 
near to death, He uttered His commandment that we 
should be like Him in this, that He might leave behind 
Him on earth a love which should be a true represen- 
tative of His own, a perpetual abiding witness of Him- 
self; that this should be the mark of His followers, that 
we too might be recognized in Heaven, as on earth, as 
His own, and thus be for ever united with Him where 
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He is. '* A new commandmeDt I give unto you, that 
ye love one another. As I have loved you, that ye also 
love one another. By this shall all men know that 
ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another."* 
And this commandment rises into a law of yet higher 
life, which loses itself entranced in the perpetually 
unfolding consciousness of a growing and deepening 
union with the very innermost life in God. " Beloved, 
let us love one another, for love is of God ; and every 
one that loveth, is born of God, and knoweth God. 
He that loveth not, knoweth not God ; for God is 
love. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and 
His love is perfected in us."* 

1 S. John xiii. 34, 36. « 1 S. John iv. 7, 12. 
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THE LAST 8ACEIFICE. 

Phil. ii. 8, 

*' Hb humbled Himsblb, and bboame obedibkt unto Dbath» 

EVEN the Death of the Cboss." 

It has been already shown, how the history of the 
Passion may be divided into two distinct periods, the 
first period closing with the Agony, the second with 
the Death. The first was the stretching forth of the 
Hand to take the Cap ; the second the drinking of 
the Cup to its dregs. The first period was that of 
mental sufiering only, the second that of suffering both 
of the Soul and of the Body combined. The two to- 
gether make up the perfect fulfilment of what our 
Lord had so clearly seen and foretold, — the " Bap- 
tism wherewith He was to be baptized," and '' the 
Cup " which He had to drink. The '' Baptism " de- 
notes the outward sufferings into which He was im- 
mCTsed, inflicted on Him from without ; " the Cup " 
the inward sufferings, which He accepted and ex- 
hausted by His own secret efforts. We must bear in 
mind, especially at this point, the true and perfect 
Godhead of the Sufferer, and more than this, that the 
reason of His condemnation to death was the very 
fact of His assertion of His Godhead. It was the 
claim of being God, which aroused the dreadful storm 
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that could be appeased only by His death. The 
wickedness that consummated the final sacrifice, was 
the direct rising of fallen humanity against the Mani- 
festation of God, against the only visible Manifestation 
of Himself ever made by God to man, a rejection of 
God by man because He claimed to be God. 

The settled design of compassing our Lord's death 
dates from the raising of Lazarus. Our Lord's mani- 
festation of His being Himself the " Resurrection and 
the Life" of man, which produced such immense po- 
pular excitement in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Jerusalem, caused the terrible purpose to be finally 
determined. " Then gathered the chief priests and the 
Pharisees a council ;" and the result was, " From that 
day forth they took counsel together to put ' Him to 
death. "^ 

In the judicial processes of that dreadful night, 
in which our Lord was seized and led away into 
the Judgment Hall, the final sentence turned upon 
this claim of His essential Deity, though on each 
occasion His judges would, if possible, have evaded 
the approach to this awfiil issue. Three times — 
as it appears on harmonizing the Gospel history- 
three times our Lord was brought to trial before dif- 
ferent forms of judgment. The first was a private 
examination immediately after His capture, when He 
was taken to the High Priest's palace.* There the 
false witnesses were brought in, before whom our 
Lord remained silent. His continued silence forced 
the High Priest to some extreme measure to accom- 
plish his purpose, and as a last pretext the charge of 
blasphemy was adduced. He adjured Him, a form of 

1 S, John xi. 47, 53. 

3 S. Matt. xxvi. 57 ; S. Mark xiv. 53 ; S. Luke xx\l 54 ; S. 
John xviii. 24. 
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appeal which an obedient Israelite could never refuse 
to accept, by "the living God, that Thou tell us 
whether Thou be the Christ, the Son of God ?"' At 
this most solemn appeal our Lord broke silence, say- 
ing, as S. Luke records the answer; "/-4m, and ye 
shall see the Son of Man, sitting on the Right Hand of 
Power, and coming in the clouds of Heaven."* " Then 
the High Priest rent his clothes," saying, " Ye have 
heard the blasphemy;" and the cry, "He is guilty 
of death," broke forth instantly from the multitudes 
which thronged the Judgment Hall. 

A more public and formal trial before the Coun- 
cil, or Sanhedrim, followed, " as soon as it was 
day."* Again the judges *were baffled in their vain 
attempts to fix some charge of guilt short of the 
real ground of enmity; but at last, the second time 
the same solemn question is put; "Art Thou the 
Christ ? tell us." There might have been a doubt as 
to what was meant by " the Christ ;" it might have 
meant, in the ear of a Jew, no more than the tempo- 
ral Messiah ; and our Lord's answer was doubtful, as 
the question was doubtful. Therefore the question was 
put again, couched in the awful terms which con- 
veyed unmistakeably the idea of Godhead. " Then 
said they all, Art Thou then the Son of God ? And 
He said unto them. Ye say that / ^m." Then again 
was proclaimed aloud the final condemnation ; " What 
need we any further witness ? for we ourselves have 
heard of His own mouth." 

After this our Lord was brought before the court 
of the Roman G6vernor,* and then again the third 
time, after a long endeavour to procure the sentence 

1 S. Matt. XLVi. 63. ^ s. Mark xiv. 62. 

^ S. Luke xxii. 66 ; S. Matt, xxvii. 1 ; S. Mark xv. 1. 
^ S. Luke xxxiii. 1. 
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of death on some civil charge, while Pilate hesitated, 
and the issue of his vacillations hung doubtfully in 
the balance, forced, as on the first trial, from one 
accusation to another, they brought again the same 
awful charge : " We have a law, and by our law He 
ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of 
God."" This was the closing, the determining ground 
of the judgment. And now the Gentile, as before 
the Jew, rejected God in His claim to be God. 
Then the full terrific outburst of human wicked- 
ness, which caused that night to be the darkest 
era in the history of mankind, swelled to its utmost 
height. It was sin provoked by the Holy Presence, 
rising up to seize the Holy One of God. It was the 
dire enmity of human hatred of the pure Divine Na- 
ture, stimulated by the powers of darkness to some 
mysterious intensity of extremest malice, and seeking to 
cast the intruding Presence of God out of His own world. 
But while sin thus seized upon God, it was receiving 
its own death-blow. The ribaldry, and the mocking, 
the spitting upon the face, and the blindfolding, the 
naked exposure of the sacred Body, the scourging and 
the crowning with. thorns, were through shame glorify- 
ing Him, Who by thus enduring the penalty of sin, was 
condemning sin in the fiesh, and by becoming ** obedient 
unto death, even the death of the Cross,** was deliver- 
ing the captive from its curse, through the infinite pre- 
ciousness of the Blood, which sin was shedding from 
His sacred Wounds. For the suffering and humiliation 
were complete. The violence was not limited even to 
the rejection of the Godhead. Whien Pilate brought 
Him forth, and said, " Behold the Man,"* — this was 
the last appeal to human compassion on behalf of the 

^ S. John xix. 7. ^ S. John xix. 6. 
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helpless misery of His Humanity, of the one only 
Manhood in which there had been found no fault ; and 
the " not this Man, but Barabbas,"' was the rejection 
of the sinless suflFering Humanity, as though It, not 
His Godhead only, should find no place or acceptance 
upon the earth in the accomplished triumph of sin. 
The shame sank even deeper still, when in answer to 
the question, "What then shall I do with Jesus, 
Who is called Christ ?" there arose throughout the 
court, and along the crowded streets of the city, the 
cry, "Crucify, crucify;" in the original Greek it is 
simply " Crucify," not " Crucify Him.** No person 
is recognised, as though His very Humanity were dis- 
owned. His very existence, as a Being, was cast out 
from mankind, and the language of prophecy literally 
was found to be no hyperbole, — He became to them a 
" worm and no man."^ 

Beyond this depth of anguish and shame, there lay 
a still profounder abyss, into which the Sufierer must 
yet pass, before the full penalty of human transgression 
has been borne and offered up. To contemplate the 
closing anguish of the Passion we must now turn. But 
the soul trembles in approaching the last crisis o^ the 
sufferings of the Son of God. He who would seek to 
describe it, must above all others pause, while he seeks 
grace to guard his lips from words too bold or too light, 
where all human language must fail to reach the hidden 
depths of the surpassing mystery. For what was the 
last pang of the completed sacrifice, to which all the 
preparations we have been surveying lead us, which the 
long determinate counsel and will of the Everlasting 
God had predestined, which before the foundation of 
the world dwelt as a vision growing ever nearer and 

^ Ps. ixii. 6. 
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nearer on the mind of the eternal Son, to which the 
Holy Ghost ministered through ages of advancing 
prophetic light, which it required thousands of years 
of daily renewed sacrifices of blood, and unceasing 
ministrations of various orders of priesthood, to im- 
press upon the consciousness of men, that they might 
be accustomed to the overwhelming thought ; which 
even after the Incarnation, by example and word, by 
sign and discourse, was being expressed by the God- 
Man Incarnate Himself, as the purpose of His coming, 
foretelling it with His own lips,that His elect might ac- 
cept the awful mystery, and their faith fail not ; which 
by prayer and inward effort, by patient discipline and 
untold searchings of Heart, He had through long years 
strengthened Himself to endure, as the final consum- 
mation of His perfect self-sacrifice ? What of surpass- 
ing awe inust constitute an event, for which such prepa- 
rations were made ? 

The resolve accepted in the conflict in Gethse- 
mane, is now in act fulfilled. The Cup is not merely 
brought near, but is drunk even to its dregs. The 
tremendous awfulness of the scene consists in this, 
that'then our Lord was touched, and affected we know 
not how, nor can attempt to conceive, by the full pun- 
ishment of the sin of the world, and death its terrible 
doom. The Godhead, in Its mysterious union with the 
suffering Manhood, was then associated with humanity 
in its lowest abasement, bearing the burden of the trans- 
gression of ages, of worlds, and in bearing it tasting its 
full curse. The lips of death are, as it were, breathing 
upon the Divine Nature ; the guilt of transgression is 
lying on His Heart, as though He Himself were the 
guilty One. It was the mysterious union of the God* 
head with the Manhood, through which the Godhead 
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imparted to the Blood that flowed from Him its infinite 
preciousness, all availing to atone ; and this same truth 
caused those sufferings through which that Blood was 
shed, to be the sufferings of God. 

The actual Death of our Lord is divided into two dis- 
tinct periods, the three first, and the three last hours. 
During the first three hours, the brilliant light of an 
Eastern sun was shining full upon the Cross, on the 
Face of the Crucified, and on the crowd beneath. The 
coarse jest, the blasphemy, the triumphant sounds of a 
malice scarcely conceivable, continued throughout these 
hours. The crowd were passing to and fro. " They 
stand staring and looking'^ on. During this period our 
Lord, though in the pangs of death which had now 
seized on His inmost life, was casting His eyes around, 
His Heart going forth, engaged in the last tenderest 
ministries of love, which were the commencement of 
ministrations to be perpetuated in the power of His 
Spirit through all future time. The intercession 
through which sinners are forgiven ; the opening of 
Paradise to the penitent; the binding the bonds of 
human life in the supernatural relationships of His 
love, — these thi'ee first sayings, uttered at intervals 
during the earlier stage of the Crucifixion, mark its 
first period. 

When these laws of love had been revealed to the 
world, these ministries fixed for ever, as His parting 
legacy sealed in Blood, His last offices of tenderest care 
for those from whom He was parting, discharged. His 
last farewell taken of the outward world, then His Soul 
prepared for its last conflict, which was to be undergone 
in silence and alone. The closing scene of the Passion 
now came on, the crisis of its most terrible suffering. 
The darkness which from the sixth to the ninth hour 

II. 6 
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fell around, covering all with its fearfulness, was a 
type of the inward horror of spiritual gloom which at 
this time sank down within the inmost Heart of the 
Son of God. The darkness formed a shroud within 
which withdrawn, as in a retreat of unutterable anguish, 
He surrenders Himself to the final consummation of 
His Sacrifice. 

All around the Cross there was now stillness. The 
imprecations and scorn had died away, as the appaUing 
darkness came on. The distant hum of the crowded 
city was hushed. Scarce any movement could there 
have been in the multitude gathered beneath the Cross. 
In the awful, watchful silence there were heard the quiet 
droppings of the Sacred Blood. The thoughts which 
were then passing through the Heart of the Sufl^erer, the 
consciousness of Death having reached the inner life, the 
consciousness of sin accepted as His own, the thoughts 
looking backward to the accumulated transgression of 
ages past, looking onward to the transgression to be 
perpetuated in the ages to come, the spiritual terrors 
which the powers of darkness were presenting to His 
Mind, depressed and harrowed in the fluctuations of the 
faintings of death, — rose up to heaven, to the Father, 
as the expression of the One meritorious Oblation 
Which redeemed the world. As these three last hours of 
this watch of agony drew towards their close, S.Matthew 
says, " about the ninth hour," there came on the crisis 
of the untold, unimagined Sorrow, experienced in the 
consciousness of the abandonment by God, An outcast 
on earth already He had become, but never till now 
forsaken of the conscious support of communion with 
His Godhead. But now in order that the separation 
which sin had effected between the life of humanity and 
God, might be fully tasted by^Him Who had identified 
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Himself with the sinner, that the sinner might be as fully 
identified with His life, — even that separation, that loss, 
that obscuration of the holy Light of the Spirit in the 
labouring Soul, is tasted and endured. And in this 
uttermost sinking of Heart, He cries with the loud 
voice, not now as in Gethsemane, "My Father,*' but 
as lone Humanity bereft of the eternal Sonship speak- 
ing. Its consciousness clouded under the doom of the 
sinful nature, casting Itself on One known, but unper- 
ceived, One believed, but hid from sight ; no conscious- 
ness remaining but sin and suffering and judgment 
and the powers of darkness, there broke forth into the 
burdened sky over the amazed multitude beneath, 
the cry, '' Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani ? My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?'* It was the crisis 
of the stupendous Sacrifice of perfectly self-abandoned 
Love. It was the turning-point of the reconciliation 
which the " obedience unto death, even the death of the 
Cross,'* and this alone could prevail to win for the lost 
world, through the perfect substitution of the suffering 
Majesty of God verily manifest in the Flesh, as an 
atonement for the condemned and sinful creature. 

But that cry of anguish ended the anguish. The 
ribaldry too had ceased. The terror of the darkness 
had over-awed the crowd. But there was a move- 
ment now again among the soldiers, a running to and 
fro, a wondering; "This man calleth for Elias."^ 
But the sufferings of "this Man" were now over. 
The agony of Death was past. Probably at this 
moment the darkened light began to return. Cer- 
tainly within the Soul there was a reviving of the 
oppressed energies ; a repose of the burdened Soul, ere 
It passed away. The accents of the holy Voice speak 

^ S. Matt, xxvii. 47. See Blunt's Undesigned Coincideuces, p. 285. 

G 2 
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now in a different tone the last few words. A calm 
gathering up of the thoughts of the Soul in a restful 
assurance and peace, is denoted by the words that 
follow : ** After this, Jesus knowing that all things 
were now accomplished, that the Scriptures might 
be fulfilled, saith, I thirst/'* Still more than repose, 
even the triumphant anticipation of beatitude, and 
rejoicing as of one resting after long toil, breathes in 
the next saying. When He had received the vinegar. 
He said, " It is finished/'^ There could be no agony 
after this word. Still more surely the words that 
follow, express the feelings of one already emerged 
from the terrible conflict, and beginning to enter into 
the exaltation of the Divine Sonship ; ** Father, into 
Thy Hands I commend My Spirit.''* He bowed His 
Head, but not under the pressure of failing nature. 
It was the act of His own will, though still in obe- 
dience, surrendering back the Spirit which He had 
derived from the Father, now to be glorified with 
Him for ever in union with redeemed Humanity. It 
was the crowning consummation of the obedience of a 
life. His own will had accepted each successive act of 
humiliation, and now by His own will He yielded life.* 

^ S. John XIX. 28. * S. John xix. 30. ^ S. Luke xxiii. 46. 

^ S. Athanasius writing against the Arians, says : ^' Again He 
said humanly, Now is My soul troubled. And He said divinely, 
I have power to lay down My life, and power to take it again. 
For to be troubled was proper to the flesh, and to have power to 
lay down His life and to take it again when He will, was no pro- 
perty of men but of the Word's power. Per man dies not by his 
own power, but by necessity of nature and against bis will, but 
the LoBn being Himself immortal, but having a mortal flesh, had 
power as God, to become separate from the Body, and to take it 
again when He would.'* Library of the Fathers, p. 481. 

''The expressions in the Evangelists, 'Into Thy hands I com- 
mend My Spirit,' 'He bowed the Head,' ' He gave up the ghost,' 
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But He yielded it only to take it again still of His own 
will, when the Divine decree of the Atonement was 
accomplished. He Himself had by anticipation pro- 
phetically explained the mystery of His submission to 
Death, lest faith should stumbfe at the awful prostra- 
tion of God. *' I have power/' He said, " to lay down 
My life, and I have power to take it again. This 
commandment have I received of My Father.'** 

It is difficult to turn away from such a contempla- 
tion to think of -ourselves. Even the interest of one's 
own personal life sinks into insignificance, while pon- 
dering the Death-hour of the Son of God. And yet 
one's own life is wrapped up in that contemplation, 

are taken to imply that His death was His free act." Yide Am- 
bros. in loc. Luc, &c. 

** It IS Catholic doctrine that our Lobd, as man, submitted to 
death of His free will, and not as obeying an express command of 
the Pathbe. * Who,' says S. Chrysostom on John x. 18, * has 
not power to lay down his own life ? for any one who will, may 
kin himself. But He says not this, but how P I have power to 
lay it down in such sense that no one can do it against My will. 

I alone have the disposal of My life : which is not true of 

us.' And still more appositely, Theophylact : ' It was open to 
Him not to suffer, not to die ; for being without sin. He was not 

subject to death If, then. He had not been willing. He had 

not been crucified.' In Heb. xii. 2. * Since this punishment is 
contained in the death of the body, that the soul because it has 

deserted God with its will, deserts the body against its will 

th6 soul of the Mediator proved how utterly clear of the punish- 
ment of sin, was its coming to the death of the flesh, in that it 
did not desert it unwillingly, but because it willed, and when it 

willed, and as it willed And this did they specially admire, 

who were present, says the G-ospel, that after that work, in which 
He set forth a figure of our sin. He forthwith gave up the G-host. 
Por crucified men were commonly tortured by a lingering death. 
But He was a wonder (miraculo fuit) because He was found 
dead.' (August, de Trin. iv. 16.)" Newman's Note in loc. 

1 S. John X. 18. 
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• 

SO that we cannot think of Him thus dying for us, 
without at once turning to the thought of ourselves. 
And how does the heart thrill at the sense of as- 
surance, which our Lord's Death and sufferings and 
shame give, that sin^s blotted out, and is to the 
absolved penitent gone as though it had never been ! 
But what most of all touches the heart is, not the fact 
that one's sin is forgiven, and is no more, but through 
what means it is forgiven, how it is no more; that 
it hath died in oneself, because it has died away 
in the Heart of God, absorbed in His love, perished 
in His Death ; that our sin has met His life, and 
has been overcome, and ceased to exist through the 
power of the Life Which cannot know sin, but Which 
could destroy it by taking its penalties on Himself. 

The apprehension of this blessed mystery of atoning 
love, works contrition. The sense of the horror 
of sin, of its utter loss, of its deep stain, of its 
injury to the soul's life, of the wrath of God brood- 
ing over it, of its possible doom in this world or 
in the world to come, — such consciousness may, 
through the grace of God, work remorse; but it 
cannot be the ground of true contrition. Only the 
living, affectionate feeling, that one's sin has mys- 
teriously affected the Divine Nature, and brought God 
within the sphere of sufferings, within the grasp of 
Death, this only tends towards contrition of soul; 
the deep inner sense that not the tears of ages, nor 
penance prolonged beyond the grave, nor maceration 
of the body, nor burnt-offerings of countless value, 
nor the first-born given for one's transgression, can 
atone for a single sin, but only the Blood of God, and 
the absorbing faith that, because of Its preciousness 
alone availing, God shed His Blood freely. This 
living consciousness draws the soul to God with a 
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touching tenderness and a hold on the affectigns, 
more binding than any other view we can take of the 
Divine Nature. " Annihilation of my God," cried S, 
Bernard, " more blessed to me than even His great- 
ness or His power, without which His power and 
greatness had been of no avail to me !" 

According to a law of our nature, the most moving 
thought that can touch a human soul, is the thought 
of greatness bowed down in sorrow, of majesty steeped 
in abasement. Such a feeling must rise to the greatest 
height of emotion when this sight is contemplated in 
the Holy Godhead, and contemplated as our own 
work, caused by our own transgression. A God in 
tears, a God beneath the scourge, a God spit upon, 
a God streaming with Blood, a God expiring in 
Death, — this is our work, this is the effect of our sin, 
and yet this, and this alone, is the ground of our 
reconciliation. This is the most momentous and 
moving aspect under which the Infinite, the First and 
Final Cause of all things, the Creator and Preserver of 
all the worlds, reveals Himself What must be the 
result of rejecting this manifestation of Love ? Jeru- 
salem was left desolate, not because it crucified the 
Lord of glory, but because it rejected Him when 
crucified. If our Lord anticipated, with a zeal that 
day by day consumed Him, the accomplishment of 
His Passion, because it was to be the redemption of 
the world and the beatitude of the elect, what must 
that zeal become, when it finds the Passion to have 
been borne in vain, and experiences a sense of rejection 
by those for whom It was offered, the reaction of a 
vain and fruitless sacrifice? Failure in schemes for 
which one has made great sacrifices, risked fortune, 
fame, life, — is to human hearts the occasion of bitterest 
trial, great in proportion to the greatness of their 
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aia)s« One of our saddest sensations is the collapse 
of long-treasured, but disappointed hopes. Is this 
no type of what must pass in the Heart of the Son of 
God, when He seeks to find in His elect a response to 
His revelation of Himself, and is disappointed ? 

Again, what is the lesson of life, which is taught by 
the vision of the Crucified ? There is one lesson that 
embraces all lessons. It is not patience, though that 
stands out prominently : it is not humility, though that 
is the pervading tone of all the mystery ; it is not energy 
of will, though that lies beneath all the self-sacrifice ; 
nor is it love, though that is the power that moves all 
its hidden springs. There is a yet deeper lesson to be 
learnt, which, if truly learnt, causes all other lessons 
to be comparatively easy. It is deadness to self. 
This is greater than deadness to the world, for the 
world acts on us only through self The world is to 
every man only what self causes it to be. The world 
is overcome as self is overcome. But when the world 
is left, self may remain. The lesson which the Cross 
teaches of deadness to self, will affect with the keenest 
touch some one special portion of our complex self. 
There are elements of self which are dead by natural 
temperament. They have never stirred within us, or 
their stirring has been hateful from the very first. 
There are elements of self, which education and social 
position have either checked as they arose, or have 
graciously remedied, or so far mitigated as to give us 
an easy conquest. There are elements of self, which our 
vocatioa in life counteracts, or leaves unexcited. No 
one of us knows the amount of evil which might have 
been actively at work within us, but for some counter- 
acting cause, in producing which our own will has had 
no choice and no testing. We may therefore, in such 
cases, and they are to each of us manifold, flatter 
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ourselves with pleasing congratulations at our con- 
formity with the Cross, our self-denial, our deadness 
to self in forms from which others suffer, simply 
because our danger lies not in that direction, or cir- 
cumstances shield us from the special temptation. 
But these are not the self we have to dread. The self 
in every man is that leading infirmity, that besetting 
natural irregularity, or evil tendency, which has been 
the fruitful source of the sins of a life* This is the 
self which we have to dread, not the whde nature, 
which is a mere abstract idea, but this one par- 
ticular characteristic, one or more. Touch this with 
the Cross, and shall we not then shrink back ? A 
love that quickly awakes to jealousy, a slothfulness 
that easily inclines to sensuality, a self-cottsciousnes& 
that is fruitful of vanity, a timidity that ever borders 
on untruth, a desire of sympathy that ever tends to 
aggravate the sense of grievance, a pride that quickly 
fires up, a love of praise that ever seeks to put 
forward its fancied claims, an activity and zeal that 
brooks no check, a self-indulgence that starts back 
from the least loss of ease or call to exertion, — let the 
Cross approach this or that special infirmity of the 
individual character, and then by that particular test 
judge, how far self has identified itself with the spirit 
of the Crucified, and is become dead. 

There are some who endure the Cross, but with an 
unsubdued will. Let none speak disparagingly of 
such persons. They have perhaps suffered much and 
long, to attain this comparative state of submission ; 
but let them not think that this is conformity with 
Christ. There are others who are able to accept 
whatever God has willed, but without love, without a 
restful heart. These again do not reflect the Image of 
the Crucified, though they are being mercifully pre- 
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pared and drawn towards It. But there are some who 
bear sweetly and even thankfully the whole pressure 
of the Cross, constrained by the powerful eflScacy of 
the grace of His Spirit ; who have surmounted all re- 
pugnances arid inclinations of the flesh, and with 
promptitude of spirit accept the mortification of all 
that the natural self once so keenly sought at variance 
with God. These have triumphed, and are dead with 
Christ. These are they who with Christ glorify 
the Father, and in Him, as He is in the Father, 
through the eternal Spirit, live according to the laws 
of the Divine Nature. And this alone is our true 
calling of God. " For God hath not appointed us 
unto wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that whether we 
wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.*'^ 
" For though He was crucified through weakness, yet 
He liveth by the power of God. For we also are 
weak in Him, but we shall live with Him by the 
powder of God."* " He that hath sufiered in the flesh 
hath ceased from sin, that he no longer should live 
the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, 
but to the will of God." " For for this cause was the 
Gospel preached also to them 4hat are dead, that they 
might be judged according to men in the flesh, but 
live according to God in the spirit."* 

May we have grace to attain unto this sainted des- 
tiny, whatever be the means through which in His 
own chosen way the merciful One seeks to impress 
upon each of us the Image of His glory in the Only 
Begotten, the Beloved, in Whom alone He is well 
pleased, to Whom be all glory and praise for ever. 
Amen. 

1 1 Thess. iv. 9, 10. ^ 2 Cor. xiii. 4, MS. Pet. i>. 2, 6. 
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THE ATONEMENT. 

2 Coa. T. 21. 

"He was made sin pob us, Who knew no bin; that wb 
might be made the bighteotjsness oe god in him." 

There is a reserve observed throughout the Gospels ais 
to our Lord's Divine Nature, a veiling of the Truth, 
so that men might see, and yet not see. A similar law 
appears at times in the Epistles. One such instance 
occurs in the text. Otherwise it would seem strange 
to speak of God, as One " Who knew no sin." The 
cause of this reserve lies deeper than the language of 
the Scripture. There was a reserve in our Lord Him- 
self, and the language of Scripture only follows the 
Mind of Him Whom it reveals. It is most important, 
however, to observe the cause of this reserve. This 
reserve does not arise from a desire to conceal the 
Godhead. Throughout the Gospels the contrary is 
manifest. " Ye have not known Me, nor My Father.'** 
"Though ye believe not Me, believe the works."* 
" Search the Scriptures ; they are they which testify of 

1 S. John xvi. 3. ^ s. John x. 38. * 
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Me."* And again to His disciples ; " Have I been so 
long time with you, and hast thou not known Me, 
Philip ?"^ These are the expressions of complaining 
love, desiring to be known, and deeply pained at being 
unperceived, misunderstood. It is evident that by 
constant signs and words our Lord was continually 
leading the mind of man up to the realization of His 
Godhead. But it is equally manifest that whenever 
He approached the revelation of the awful mystery 
of His Divine Nature, the sinfulness of man was stirred 
to blasphemy ; and even while the Truth was trembling 
on the lips of Christ, He withdrew it, lest its rejection 
should bring on those whom He came to save, a 
heavier condemnation. 

On one occasion our Lord, discoursing with the 
Scribes and Pharisees, led them on to the idea of His 
being the One, to Whom Abraham had looked, and 
then to the thought of His life being antecedent to 
Abraham. The words, — " Before Abraham was, I 
AM,'** — though implying the incommunicable Name 
of self-existent Deity, yet veiled this awful Truth — did 
not necessarily assert It. The words might perhaps 
have been explained away, as though they only meant 
One Who though greater than man, yet owned a nature 
less than actual Deity, as Angels had of old represented 
Deity. But immediately the Blasphemy arose to a 
deadly hate ; " Then took they up stones to cast at 
Him." The reserve, therefore, was the compassionate 
forbearance of love, longing to speak, and yet fearing 
to injure by speaking; not caring for Himself, as 
though shrinking from the shame of being rejected, 
but caring for them ; shrinking from aggravating their 
sin by their rejection of the greater Light. 

1 S. John V. 39. 2 g. John xiv. 9. • » S. John viii. 58. 
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And this reserve appears even to the last durinjg the 
scenes of the Passion. We can hardly escape the sup- 
position that some at least of the leaders in the act of 
the Crucifixion, such i.e. as Caiaphas, must have dis- 
cerned something of the mystery of our Lord's higher 
Nature, must have had some consciousness that He 
was what He had claimed to be, and felt the Godhead 
in Him, Whom yet they were casting from them. But 
it could not have been so with the many. S. Peter 
affirms that '' through ignorance they did it, as did 
also their rulers.'" S. Paul also asserts, of the princes 
of the people, that " had they known it, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory. "^ Our Lord's 
silence was a marked feature of His demeanour during 
that dreadful night ; and it was not merely a mark of 
meek endurance, it was a merciful sparing even the 
guilty from an increase of guilt. It was a touching 
considerate tenderness, saving man, as far as was pos- 
sible, from the extremest blasphemy, the known and 
deliberate rejection of God. And further, our Lord 
studiously preserved during that night a distinction 
between those who possessed the greater orthe less light, 
revealing Himself more to the one than to the other, 
and apportioning the guilt according to the light given. 

In the presence of Pilate who was a Gentile, who 
therefore had had no preparation for the apprehension 
of our Lord's true Nature, He for a while meekly 
reasoned, seeking to awaken and touch his higher con- 
sciousness; but when this failed, and Pilate sought 
to draw from Him a full acknowledgment of His 
Divine claim, then His silence was unbroken. To the 
final question, •* Whence art Thou ? Jesus gave him 
no answer."' To the Jews on the contrary, "the 

1 Acts iii. 17. « 1 Cor. ii. 8. » 8. John xix. 9. 
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peculiar people," to whom " were committed the ora- 
cles of God," whea they also urged the same question. 
He gives the solemn reply, and reveals the mystery ; 
and yet from them He withheld it till the last, and 
only when solemnly adjured, when without dishonour 
to the Law He could no longer forbear to answer, did 
He utter the condemning Truth ; and even then our 
Lord softens the assertion, as though using not His 
own, but their language, " Thou hast said ;" " Ye say 
that I AM."^ 

It was God delivering Himself up to His creatures, 
yet seeking to save His creatures the extremest guilt 
of sacrificing Him ; yielding Himself to the utmost 
malice of sin, but leaving that sin still pardonable; 
even while suffering, He concealed Himself, that they 
might not know what they did. 

It is most needful however to dwell on the fact, 
however veiled in longsuffering mercy, that the one 
great condemnation lying against man, which shows 
him what he is, what our nature is capable of, what 
can be done by men like ourselves, what we have a 
natural tendency to do, what we have shared in by 
sharing the nature of those who did the deed, is this, — 
that whether knowingly, or ignorantly, by deliberation 
or heedlessness, when God visibly appeared on earth, 
men cursed Him to His Face, and smote Him till He 
died. 

But while there was this merciful reserve cast around 
the Divine Nature of the Suffierer, there was no reserve 
as to the amount, the bitterness and humiliation, of 
His Sacrifice. The simplicity of the language of Holy 
Scripture spares our Lord nothing of humiliation. 

^ S. Matt. xxtI. 64 : S. Lake ixii. 70. 
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The shame is complete. "He was made sin for us." 
Other Scriptures speak of Him, as being made a 
''curse.'' "Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree.'** And the prophet of old, according to what 
one version gives as the sense of the Hebrew, called 
Him a " leper." " We did esteem Him leprous^ smitten 
of God and afflicted."* 

Such terms are altogether inconsistent with the be- 
lief prevailing among some in our own days, that the 
Death of Christ was merely the generous devotion,of 
self-sacrifice, an act of perfected obedience in witness of 
the Truth ; that our Lord was only one among many 
martyrs, though the noblest of all, and that His self- 
surrender was but an exalted exercise of moral virtue, 
raising the human race indeed by the glory of such 
self-sacrificing devotion in the Person of its greatest 
Representative, but that there was no propitiation in 
His Death, no offering of a Sacrifice, no making atone- 
ment, no paying a price to redeem others, as a Vic- 
tim's life given and accepted in the place of the 

1 Gal. iii. 13. 

2 Isaiah liii. 4. " Nos putavimus eum quasi leprosum, et per- 
cussum a Deo et humiliatum.*' Vulg. 

Hebrew scholars of note consider our English version " stricken" 
the truer interpretation of the Hebrew term. Pearson explains 
the origin of the Yulgate translation. See his comment on the 
Art. of the Creed, " He suffered." 

" In the Talmud Cod. Sanhedrin, to the question, What is 
the name of the Messiah ? it is answered, i^miVH *^® leper. 
And the reason of the name is there rendered 1/Di^3ty» because 
it is spoken in this, Es. liii. 4, ' Surely He hath l)orne our 
griefs and carried our sorrows : yet we did esteem Him stricken, 
i.e. jnJ3-' -A.nd because J/JiH is used of the leprosy. Lev. xiii. 
13, therefore from ^J3 they (the Jews) concluded His name to 
be a Leper, and consequently did interpret that place of the 
Messias." 
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transgressor, no reconciling an offended God to the 
offending creature by its infinite worth. 

But the language of the text leaves no question as 
to the real propitiation involved in the sacrifice of our 
Lord. The idea of propitiation is involved in the 
term " sin.'* This term was fixed in the language of 
the ancient Scriptures as implying, besides its first and 
simple meaning, a ''sin-offering," that which is offered 
to atone for sin, as well as the transgression itself. 
The term is commonly applied in this sense to the 
victim sacrifices of the old covenant, and was thus sealed 
by the usage of centuries in the sacrificial language of 
the sacred people. In this use it descended, and ad- 
heres to the Person of Christ in the language of re- 
velation, as the One " Sin-Offering '* of the world, 
to Which the long array of daily, hourly typical sacri- 
fices ever since the fall continually looked, which 
always silently spoke of Him, the One true " Lamb of 
God," Who by the virtue of His Blood ** taketh away 
the sin of the world." In what sense but of a sacrifice 
of expiation, could it be said of the Son of God, that 
He was " made sin ?" 

Most needful is it to hold fast this cardinal truth of 
the propitiatory virtue of our Lord's Death by His 
bearing the weight of our transgressions in His suffer- 
ing Manhood in our stead. And because of its momen- 
tous importance I would add yet to the proofs derived 
from the language of the Scriptures, one other proof 
drawn from the inherent character of the sufferings 
themselves. Can any mere sense of acutest bodily 
pain, or any apprehension of death, or the keenest sen- 
sitiveness of shame, account for the distress which 
prostrated our Lord during the conflict of the Garden, 
or in the dark desolation on the Cross ? Can such 
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causes explain the description in the Gospels, of those 
mysteriously awful crises of His sorrows ? A spotless 
Humanity, never swerving from the Divine Will, in 
the strength of His unceasing conquest over human in- 
firmity, in the perfect union of One Personality with the 
Godhead, — could this Being so sink, so shudder, be so 
convulsed from His inmost soul, so cry out in unut- 
terable distress; and all this be occasioned only by 
such a pressure as might ordinarily fall on any child 
of man ? Could any martyr suffering for a noble 
cause, know such a conflict, such oppression, as to 
make the Heart's Blood flow in such a revulsion from 
its ordinary course, as in the great drops of the Sweat 
of Blood ? Or could a Death which was the climax 
of a life of perfected obedience, of which the world's 
redemption was the reward, and through which, when 
but a few moments were past, the return to the Bosom 
of the Father's love was attained, — could this very 
hour of triumphant anticipation and approaching rest 
after long toil, could this hour of release, be the crisis 
of the deepest agony of all, a very horror of inward 
gloom, a forsaking of God, an utter loss of conscious- 
ness for the first time of the inward Light of His own 
Godhead ? It is impossible. Every instinct bids us to 
seek for some further cause. And would not this cause 
be revealed ? Would the amazing Sorrow be so vividly 
pourtrayed, and yet there be no interpretation of it ? 
Could such a vision be left on our heart, and nothing 
be known to explain it ; and yet the Sorrow is mani- 
festly a chief part of the mystery of His Humanity, 
and all that He is enduring is for us, has throughout an 
intimate relation with us. If there be an explanation 
in the Book of God, which points to an adequate 
cause, and alone points to such a cause, which alone 

11. H 
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at all helps to unravel the secret of the mysterious 
Sorrow, must we not feel that this can be no other 
thaq the true explanation ? 

And what is this, but the consciousness of sin then 
becoming His own in His accepting Death in this cha- 
racter, as the punishment of God upon transgressions, 
of His being Himself thus bound and offered up in 
the place, under the aspect, in the doQm, of a sinner ; 
and Himself conscious of this relationship with the 
sinner's lost estate pervading His life, covering Him 
before the world, before God, clothing Him as in a 
leprosy of deepest penance, so as to be Himself ac- 
cursed, Himself outcast because of His identification 
of Himself with sinful humanity in the penalty of its 
sin, as though He were the only One on Whom all ini- 
quity lay, — this consciousness sinking into His inmost 
life, and exhausted there in His all-atoning, reconcil- 
ing obedience to an unbending law of all- righteous 
judgment ? 

This truth alone can account for the mysterious and 
amazing Sorrow. We are not however on this ac- 
count to suppose that our Lord, because of thus iden- 
tifying Himself with the nature that had fallen, in this 
its doom and its woe, would consequently have the 
consciousness of sin itself, as though sin, as well as its 
penalties, were His own ; that He could feel as one who 
had actually sinned, feel the very taint and spot, as one 
who had done the deed. Surely this would be a fiction, 
that would cast an unreality over the whole idea of the 
Passion, and revolt our sense of the unapproachable, 
undisturbed consciousness of purity in His truly per- 
fected Humanity in Its personal union with God. And 
such a supposition is needless ; for the sacrifice of ex- 
piation, the virtue of the propitiatory offering, rests 
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not on tlie consciousness of the sin, bqt on the value 
of the precious Blood, Which possesses the worth of 
infinite redemption ; because It is the Blood of the In- 
finite God, and because in the Divine judgment Its pre- 
ciousness outweighs the burden of all human iniquity. 
Again, in believing that the sinner's doom fell on 
our LoRPf it is not therefore to be supposed that 
He became subject to the wrath of the Father; 
that the Father looked on His Son in the Divine 
anger, and inflicted on Him as the supposed sinner 
the vials of His displeasure, dealing with Him on an 
assumption, and turning from Him as though He 
were one alienated and at enmity, as though our 
Lord were bearing an assumed penance beneath an 
assumed wrath. This would be again to cast an un- 
reality over the whole scene, and introduce another 
fiction, which would be utterly irreconcileable with the 
nature of One, Whom all creation adores as the Truth. 
Moreover the Gospel of the Passion contradicts this 
idea. There is never any break in the continuity of 
perfect love between the Father and the Son. There 
is no indication in the language of Scripture, to show 
that the Divine Union suffered any loss in the fellowship 
which had been from everlasting. No expression shows, 
that such a consciousness ever passed over the Mind 
of the Eternal Son. In the deepest struggle, the 
utmost horror of the Garden of sorrow, when the first 
complete sinking of His Human nature was manifest, 
and the fullest pressure of the burden of sin was felt by 
His Soul, there was manifested in our Lord the most 
perfect consciousness of the Divine Sonship ; the filial 
tie was undisturbed. It was ever the pleading voice of a 
Son with a Father, that spoke during the depth of the 
conflict ; not even as though there were any possible 

H 2 
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variance of will between the Two Divine Persons, but 
one will, one love, one desire, alike in the Father 
and in the Son. The Father is One with Him in a 
felt communion of will all through the Agony, and the 
act was a common manifestation of One Mind. It is 
" My Father," Who is addressed throughout the con- 
vulsed prayer of deepest distress. The mutual sense 
of the Eternal Fellowship is not for a moment sus- 
pended. And if this was the case at that time, whilst 
the full acceptance of the sacrifice of expiation was 
being sealed, there could be no time afterwards when 
this bond of love was broken ; for the whole period 
after the Agony was a period of restful endurance, a 
manifest calm succeeding the eventful struggle. The 
only apparent exception during the later hours of the 
Passion was the "forsaking," when there came upon 
our Lord the profoundest oppression, more than a 
struggle, an oppression of the very consciousness, or 
rather a struggle of the consciousness in the actual loss 
of the perception of the Godhead, a reeling of the inmost 
life under a darkened shroud which shut out all beyond 
itself, and left the oppressed Humanity alone, the sense 
of Godhead gone, — yet even then, beneath the pressure 
of unutterable woe, still the Voice is " My God, My 
God." There was a confidence still, though without 
consciousness, a Son-like assurance, an unshaken sense 
of Oneness, of a common Life, though It failed to be 
consciously felt by the fainting, burdened Soul in Its 
profound abyss of darkness. 

Or again, where would be the meaning of the sacrifice 
of the Eucharist, the sacrifice instituted by our Lord 
to commemorate and perpetuate the virtue of His 
Death in its results, if it were merely the representa- 
tion of an act of transcendent virtue, if there were no 



TI.] THE ATOirBMENT. 101 

Sacrifice of expiation to plead, no oblation for sin to 
offer ? Where the need of a Priesthood ; where the 
remission of sins, as the fruit of the shedding of His 
Blood, if there were in the ministration no propitiatory 
grace ? 

And yet again, it is not the Death viewed only as 
death, or the Blood of Christ viewed only as blood, 
which makes the acceptable Sacrifice. It is the obe- 
dience of the surrendered will, the perfect fulfilment 
in the Flesh of the Divine Will, that gives to the Sa- 
crifice its acceptableness. The obedience is mani- 
fested through Death, which is its expression, its 
form, its seal ; it took the Body of Death as its own. 
On this account the Scriptures ascribe our redemption, 
sometimes to His obedience, sometimes to His Death. 
" By the obedience of One shall many be made righ- 
teous,"' says S. Paul. "By His own Blood He hath 
entered once into the holy , place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for us,"^ says the same S. Paul. 
The two statements are one; for neither could the 
obedient will be accepted without the precious Blood, 
nor the Death, except as the offering of the QJbedient 
will. It is always " the Lamb slain ;" but equally 
always '^ the Lamb brought to the slaughter, as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so opening not His 
Mouth." 

Further, as there is no reserve in Holy Scripture as 
to the shame and deep abasement of the Son of God, 
in becoming a propitiatory victim for the world, so 
too there is no reserve as to the results thus accom- 
plished for mankind. The words amaze us as we read 
them, although they have sounded in our ears from 

1 Eom. V. 19. » Heb. ix. 12. 
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our childhood. We measure the height of our exalta- 
tion in Christ by the depth of His humiliation for us. 
'' He was made sin for us, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him." Scripture strongly 
marks the relation between the two ideas, — His stoop-* 
ing to our sins, our rising to His righteousness ; His 
sharing our sinful humanity, our sharing His Divine 
Nature. O God ! we bow before Thee in amazement and 
fear, lest the grandeur of our destiny be beyond our reach 
of faith, still more beyond our capacity of attainment. 
We may well tremble, as we rejoice. But let us place 
clearly before our minds in what " the righteousness of 
God" in us consists. It is not merely the gradual for- 
mation of our character, as we aim at our Lord's 
likeness. It is not merely the gradual conforming of 
our mind by effort and act, however aided by His 
grace, to His high standard. This is but the outward 
manifestation or mode of developement. The source 
and ground of our righteousness is the new creation in 
us of the glory of the sacred Humanity of our Lord, 
and through His Humanity a partaking of the Divine 
Nature. As He is identified with us in our shame, so are 
we identified with Him in the powers of His new super- 
natural life. It exists in us as a new world of life, an 
actual indwelling of God in us, in all the capacities of 
its ultimate fulness, to be developed as we co-operate 
with its manifold energies of grace. Our " righteous- 
ness of God" is the actual Presence of Christ within 
us. The.powers of righteousness, the acts^ and sensa- 
tions, and triumph of sanctity, are attainedi as this His 
inward Presence finds a ready response, and a constant 
compliant will, — as He, Whom we have received in a 
marvellous mystery, and in Whom appearing for us 
before the Father we are accepted, stirs within us 
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with ever fresh life, and ever more exuberant fulness^ 
transforming us into Himself ever more and more. 

In the preceding lecture, something was said of the 
dying of self to self by overcoming the evil tendencies 
of self, and so dying to the world, which acts only 
through self. But we may not conceal from ourselves, 
that there is a yet further lesson involved in this self- 
sacrifice. It is the transcendent blessedness of a life 
associated with our Lord in His mission of love. He 
lived as He died, not for Himself, but for the world. 
He laid Himself down on the arms of the Cross after 
toil, spent in no one respect for Himself. He passed 
through all scenes and all relations, and all human in- 
tercourse, with the one end of being an unceasing source 
of blessing to others, through continual acts of self- 
sacrifice. To live for others, not for Himself, out of love 
to the Father, was the secret aim of His Life. This 
perpetual self-oblation in blessing others, is the highest 
form of Humanity, which God chose for His only Son 
in the Flesh ; and He chose it and accomplished it. 
through lowliness, humiliation, loneliness, pain. How 
can we doubt, that now when the humiliation and suf- 
fering are past, the life remains the same in all its inner 
tendencies, and unceasing actings. He has been living 
ever since, and He will still continue to live this same 
life, in the life of the heavens ; and this is the true life 
of man. The outward modes or manifestations compa- 
ratively matter not. Whether in humiliation and suffer- 
ing, or in glory and rest, it is the same life, the outward 
form varying, its inner essence ever still unchanged. 
To accept any manner of service as the will of Ood 
decrees, to be equable in this life, whatever the out- 
ward form of it may involve ; to be indifferent to the 
.mode, the place, the time, the whole outward circum- 
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stance, not indeed indifferent to feeling, as if nature 
were extinguished in us, and pain had ceased to be 
pain, and humiliation had ceased to be humiliation, in 
other words, man ceased to be man, and feeling to be 
feeling, — not so, — but indifferent as to the full freedom 
and readiness of the choice when the call is clear, 
when the will- of God has manifested itself to the con- 
science, when the conscience is not slow and unwilling 
to accept the Divine manifestation. If this was the 
manifestation of the Father's love to the Beloved 
Son, shall we, who are beloved in the Son, desire a 
different manifestation of love in us ? Can we waver, 
in desiring to be conformed to this, in making its ac- 
ceptance our earnest prayer ? Can we shrink back as 
the call comes, and be at ease ? Can we r^st after it 
has been revealed to us, without aspiring after its 
accomplishment ? Whatever form of trial the demand 
takes, can we say that it is not the life of Christ, and 
therefore ours ? 

Is it our destiny to toil on without success ? The 
Cross was failure. Is it to bear much without 
honour or notice ? The Cross was infamy. Is it to 
give up much and constantly to what is unreasonable ? 
The Cross was the giving up all to the contradiction of 
sinners. Is it to bear perpetual unkindness, and yet to 
continue to offer kindly offices of loving care ? The 
Cross was the yet sorer wounding in the '^ house of 
friends." Is it to be ever the same, still, unmoved, 
calm, though ever misunderstood, ever suspected of 
what one does not mean ? The Cross was the endu- 
rance of false witness and unrighteous condemnation, 
even unto death. Is it to give up happiness that seems 
within one's reach, and to renounce a joy which seems 
so bright in the lot of others ? The Cross was a glad^ 
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a fervent choice of pain and sharpness. Is it to bear 
on without earthly stay, without sympathy, hiding the 
trial within one's bosom without a witness ? The Cross 
was the loss of the conscijDusness of the very Godhead to 
God Himself, of the Father to the only Begotten Son, 
of the Son to Himself. 

Let a true conformity to the Beloved Son, the ex- 
press Image of the Father, be the unmoved desire of 
the soul. Rise to an ambition which is above worlds, 
which soars to the highest heaven, which satisfies itself 
only in God. '* For the joy that was set before Him He 
endured the Cross.*' He was not above human need, 
or the power of the impulse which is given to the human 
consciousness by the contemplation of the reward, the 
glorious recompense of self-sacrifice. Stimulate your 
supernatural ambition by the same marvellous future 
of an exalted destiny among the Saints^ within the 
Throne, by the Right Hand of God. Let the end be 
the one prominent idea, that which presses most vividly 
on your mind, not the means to it, not the form of the 
trial ; but the result of trial in any appointed shape. 
Shrink not even from the profounder depths of abase-^ 
ment, of shame, of loss, of giving place to another, of 
inward suffering, of being unknown to fame. We may 
choose the life of self-sacrifice, we cannot choose alto- 
gether the form in which it is destined to manifest itself 
in us. That is of God. We may perhaps choose its 
outward form as to its general bearing; we cannot 
choose its particular details. Nor again, can we always 
forecast our trials, or brace ourselves up to them by 
a certain foreknowledge. We cannot foresee them. 
Often they come suddenly, when we least expect them, 
when we had looked for a wholly different result. 
We cannot choose the exact form of the humiliation 
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or duffering, we can choose the spirit of it. But we 
must ever cast ourselves on God, and wait till He 
uplift the veil, and shed within us the needed strength, 
and show us how His purpose is to be practically ful- 
filled. Only grant, O Lord, that I may be a vessel 
of Thy love ; only grant, that I tnay be chastened into 
humility with Christ; only grant, that I maybe so 
weaned from all natural desires as to rise wholly above 
self. This each of us may ask, and resolve. The Voice 
will be heard in its own time, telling us, '' This is the 
way, walk ye in it." 

Nor doubt that this is the meaning of your calling, 
though it may have to be fulfilled in very lowly tasks, 
in ordinary ways, in a very narrow sphere, in temporal 
and earthly forms. In whatever course rise above the 
outward. See the possibility of the life of the Crucifixion 
being renewed and borne again in your own person, as 
you are vowed, fixed to your own personal destiny, not 
seeking to move your hands or your feet, nailed as they 
are to the spot where your destiny is to be accomplished. 
Nor murmur, even though you express before God the 
deep sense of trial, the anguish of the thirst, the agony 
of the wounds ; but wait upon God continually till you 
can say, " It is finished." *' I waited patiently for the 
Lord, and He inclined unto me, and heard my 
calling. He brought me also out of the horrible pit, 
out of the mire and clay, and set my feet upon the 
rock." Of what moment is the present, of how 
light consideration its pressure, if only with restful 
sense of work done, of labour borne, of self not 
spared, of suffering not shrunk from, of humiliation 
perfected, of purity advancing, of love ever deepening, 
we can commend our spirits into the hands of *' our 
Father," to be with Christ in the same fulness of 
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eternal Light, to be found there with the Saints, when 
time is no more, and God is All in all ; when there 
remains no possibility of a fall, or even a tempta- 
tion to fall, no fear of a stain, or even the thought, 
the memory, of former stain left, nor ever again to re- 
appear, while God is God, and Love prevails, and the 
sacred Humanity made One with God reigns in hea- 
ven, and we may exult before Him, and say, " Thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us unto God by Thy 
Blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation ; and hast made us unto our God kings 
and priests." 

" Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be 
unto Him That sitteth upon the Throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever."^ 

1 Eev. V, 9, 13. 
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THE TEMPTATION. 

Heb. it. 15. 
"In all points tempted like as we abb, yet without sin." 

That temptation could affect our Lord, is generally felt 
to be the deepest mystery of His incarnate life. We 
can more readily understand that He should die, mar- 
vellous as such a condition was, since He was not sub- 
ject either to sickness or corruption. That His pure 
nature should know the struggle which ensues in our 
fallen hearts between the flesh and the Spirit ; that He 
should suffer in the effort to maintain the principle of 
good against the principle of evil ; that persevering in His 
path of duty in the face of hindrances that would have 
drawn Him aside from it. He should know the struggle 
of weakness, — appears to us a yet further depth in the 
mysterious economy of the Incarnation. We should 
have supposed that our Lord would have been so far 
above the reach of evil, so superior to weakness, that 
His path of obedience and patient endurance would 
have been so uniformly calm and undisturbed, that 
what we experience in our trials, could have had no 
place in Him, would be derogatory to His transcendent 
sanctity. 
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How the life of our Lord could be at the same time 
perfect, in constant union with God, and yet also 
troubled, in effort, in contention, suffering not merely 
from outward assaults upon the body, but also from 
inward conflicts, seems to us irreconcileable with known 
laws of being. It seems inconsistent that He should be 
at once the Standard and Source of sanctity, and also 
the subject of the most momentous wrestlings against 
Satanic and human temptations, ever known on earth. 

Yet the words of Holy Scripture are explicit, and 
can admit but of one interpretation. "He was led 
up of the Spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted of 
the Devil." Three Evangelists record the Temptation. 
S. Paul also says, '* He was in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin."* And again, " He suffered, 
being tempted.*'* Our Lord Himself appealed to His 
disciples, as to the reality and constant pressure of His 
temptations. '* Ye are they," He says to them, ** which 
have continued with Me in My temptations."' This 
last revelation of His inward life proves that His en* 
durance and resistance to trials was not merely at 
certain critical eras, as in the wilderness, or in the 
garden of the Agony, but was a continuous state. 

It would make all Scripture unreal, to suppose that 
such expressions could be u^ed, and yet our Lord's 
temptations be a mere appearance of trial. It would 
cast a doubt over the whole life of our Lord, to sup* 
pose that He merely assumed the attitude and outward 
manner of a tempted man, without experiencing the 
sore cost at which humanity in its ordinary state 
obtains its moral conquests. To suppose that tempta* 
tion in our Lord's case was merely an ideal economy 
passed through for a purpose, to constitute a pattern 

1 Heb. 17. 16. 8 Heb. ii. 18. » S. Luke xxii. 28. 
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fop US to copy, or merely to express His condescension, 
and not a law of His life, as truly chosen for Hin) in 
the nature which He took of U9> as for us ; as much a 
condition of His perfection, as it is of ours ; as much 
a preparatory process through which His Humanity 
learned obedience, as in the case of any other child of 
Adam ; as much fraught with real effort and suffering, 
— would be inconsistent with the simplicity of the Gos- 
pel. It would be reviving under another form the 
ancient heresy of the Docetae, which declared our 
Lord's human nature to be a phantom form, merely 
assumed for the purpose of embodying a manifestation 
of Himself in a passing transit on earth. 

Yet it is evident that our Lord could not fall under 
temptation. Though He was surrounded by the powers 
of the kingdom of darkness, and did even, when He 
died, for awhile lie prostrate within its grasp, yet He 
could not be subject to it. He could not be separate 
from God. He could not, — it would be horrible to 
conceive the need of the caution, — He could not sin. 
It was impossible for Him to sin, as it was impossible 
for Him to be holden of death. The truth of our 
Lord's human nature being united in One Personality 
with His Godhead, forbids the frightful supposition. 
Nor again was there, nor indeed could there be, within- 
His pure humanity that inclination to evil, that pre- 
disposition to yield to temptation, that perverted de- 
sire of the flesh which constitutes so large a source of 
our sin. From this ground of temptation proceeding 
from within Himself, our Lord was, from the very fact 
of His imniaculateness, necessarily free. How then, 
the question recurs, how was there in our Lord the 
capacity for real temptation, as we ordinarily under- 
stand the term ? Where was the possibility of any 
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resemblance, of any ground of sympathy, in this event- 
ful respect between Him and us, between the sinless 
and the sinner ? May the Blessed Spirit so guide him 
who ventures to speak on this deep secret of the mind 
of our Lord, that he grieve Him not, and enable those 
who hear to follow him with earnest and reverent 
thought in unfolding some portion of its amazing 
depths.^ 

1. The fact that our Lord's Humanity was indis- 
solubly united with His Godhead, did not in any degree 
interfere with the truth of His human nature. He 
took our nature under the same conditions which He 
Himself originally designed in its creation. In all re- 
spects, in its weakness equally as in its strength. He 
assumed it. Nor did the strength of His Godhead 
supply the place of the weakness of His Manhood. 
He differed not from us, except as to our disorder and 
our sin ; not as to any natural instinct, not as to any 
lawful desire, not as to any true sensibility or blame- 
less infirmity. His desires and our desires. His weak- 
nesses and our weaknesses, His impulses and our im- 
pulses, are the same, if we separate off the liability to 
sin, which has entwined itself with ours. There was 
no confusion of the two natures, the Divine and the 
Human, so that the one intervened to act, where the 
other had its own legitimate exercise, or to prevent 
suffering, which suffering was an ordained condition of 
His life. " He emptied Himself, and took the form of a 
servant."* This is the Divine account of the Incarna- 

^ See note at the end. 

' Fhilipp. ii. 7. aWa eaviov eKevtvaCf fiop(fi^p BovXov Xa^wv, 

Sed semetipsum exinanivit, formam servi accipiens. 
• ** 6UVT0]/ ciccVwffc,— He emptied Himself, Gcov K€vw<ra9 iainov 
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tioQ. The Godhead hid Itself, and acted not, where 
the created, the servant's form, was legitimately or- 
dained to act. His being in the flesh, was not the 
result of the combination of the two natures. This 
would be to confuse the Godhead and the Manhood, 
the Uncreated and the created. His Being in the flesh 
was one and a separate Iife„ and so far left to itself, as 
to feel hope and fear in their fulness, to shrink from 
pain and effort, to desire rest and love, to suffer from 
contempt and loneliness, to cling to sympathy and 
kindness, even as we should. His human nature was, 
even as ours, the organ of these and such like actings, 
which are the pure conditions of humanity as it came 
forth from God. Therefore, to have the kingdoms of 
the world presented before Him as a possible posses- 
sion, not indeed for selfish enjoyment, or mere power ; 
but as a great sphere for His vast desire to bless, 
as affording opportunity for carrying out designs of 
highest benevolence and self-sacrifice, — this was a real 
temptation to His human instincts. Therefore, the per- 
petually recurring thought of the possibility of saving 
the world without constant toil, and intense trial, 
without the fearful endurance of the Passion, was a 
real temptation. Therefore, to choose and persevere 
in the choice of hard duty to the loss of ease and quiet- 
ness, was a real temptation. Therefore unrequited 
love, and the desertion of friends, and the suspicion of 

•aTTO TOO €ivai laa Oew, Concil. Antioch. *0/iOfy6i/^s Qeod \6rf09f 
G609 hvap'^wv €K Oeov K€K6vtvKev eamou xai t^v aBo^ov Tavrrfv aapxa 

7j/i(pte<Tx^o. S. Hippolytus. We are not therefore to imagine 
that He either lost His G-odhead for a time, or that it was con- 
fused with His Manhood. No. The Word became flesh, but 
was not changed into nor confused with flesh. In semetipsum 
assumendo quod noa erat, non amitteudo quod erat.. Primasius." 
—Wordsworth, in loc. 

II. • I 
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His own kindred, and the loneliness of a life ever mis- 
uaderstood, the rude assaults of the populace, and the 
slowness of belief and understanding in professed fol- 
lowers, and betrayal at the utmost need, and contempt, 
—all these circumstances of distress, were as truly, in 
His case, occasions of conflict and trial, as it involved 
suffering to restrain the cravings of hunger after a 
long fast, or to yield Himself, as a malefactor, to bear 
the long night of shame, the blow upon the cheek, and 
the spitting upon His Face, the public scourging, or 
the last pangs of death upon the Cross, as the requital 
of the three years' faithful ministry. 

It was in speaking of Himself, only in a modified 
sense could the words be applicable to any other than 
Himself, that He said, " the spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak."^ Of His own Humanity alone 
could it be truly said, " the spirit is willing ;'* of ours 
it is true, only in proportion as we share His ; and of 
His Humanity only could it be said, that it was only 
" weak," and not also sinful. In these words He was 
pointing to what He had Himself undergone in temp- 
tation, the struggle and effort required to bring the 
weaker and lower elements of His human nature into 
obedience to the higher will, as that higher human 
wilt yielded itself in obedience to God, in the endu- 
rance of the extreme oppression of the Agony, teaching 
His disciples, that if He had need of such self-discipline 
for this end, how much need they had to watch and pray, 
when their spirit was unwilling, and their flesh sinful, 
as well as weak. 

IL Again, our Lord's resistance to temptation was 
through the energies of His human nature. It was 

^ S. Matt. xxvi. 41. 
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to re-establish humanity in its true dignity that He 
came. Not merely that the Godhead should reveal 
Itself to man, did our Lord come, but that the Man- 
hood should exhibit its true capacity and power of 
conformity with the Divine Will. It was in and by the 
Manhood that He overcame, or there would have been 
no restoration of the manhood. For the manhood to 
have overcome only through the force of the Godhead, 
would have been no deliverance of man, as man. To 
have put forth the power of the Godhead to overcome 
Satan, might have been accomplished without the as- 
sumption of the flesh, without the stru^le in the wil- 
derness. The expression of the will of the Godhead 
would have been enough. There was no putting forth 
of the power of the Godhead in the history of the 
Temptation. Throughout the scene the prominenqe is 
given to the Manhood, both as the subject of su£fering, 
and as the power of resistance. Our Lord's answers to 
the Tempter can be understood only with this view, 
that He was in His pure true Manhood resisting 
Satan, by a perfect acceptance of the Divine Will. 
^^ Man shall not live by bread alone." 'Mt is written, 
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God y " Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only 
shalt thou serve." These words can apply only to 
the creature. It is the created nature in our Lord 
rising up in its true dignity of perfect obedience to the 
Will of God. It is the weakness of the sinless flesh, 
strong in the determination to preserve the creature's 
true dependence on God, not rising above the crea- 
ture's place, but as a creature resting on the Creator, 
and trusting to be sustained against all force or seduc- 
tion. As in His Manhood only our Lord died and 
rose again, and then ascended in glory, so in His 

I 2 



116 THB TEMPTATIOir. 

Manhood only He met His temptations. It ^as to 
renew and reassert the rightful character of a true 
Humanity when in union with God, its power to resist 
evil, and to do good, and then to transmit that same 
power through union with His Godhead to all whom He 
would redeem, — for this He came. And, therefore, by 
human energy, not by Divine miracle, by human en- 
durance, not by interposition of what did not belong 
to man, He passed through the temptation. 

It has been remarked as a conclusion gathered from 
the Gospel history, that our Lord worked miracles to 
heal and sustain others, to relieve human weakness and 
want in all who sought His aid, but never to relieve 
His own. A deep principle lies beneath this truth. 
It would have done away with one great purpose of 
His coming, had our Lord otherwise acted. It would 
have neutralised the very purpose of the Incarnation, 
which was to raise man, not to substitute in man's 
place powers which are proper to God alone. It was 
to renew the creature, to restore his power, to reunite 
him to God in the exercise of his own proper great- 
ness, not to fill up what was not his own by the work- 
ings of a wholly diflferent Nature, Which could not be 
communicated beyond Itself. It was by the aid of 
God, but not as God ; in the laws of His human na- 
ture sustained by God, not in the laws of life of the 
Divine Nature, that He stood. The human conquest 
of the powers of evil, was the mystery of our Lord's 
Temptation, as the endeavour to withdraw His Hu- 
manity from His purpose of entire self-devotion to 
the Divine Will, was the work of the Tempter. The 
Tempter failed, though at the cost of an amazing sacri- 
fice and distress to Him Whom he thus assailed. Our 
Lord endured unto the verge of what the Manhood 
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could bear ; and as He at last yielded up His life ta 
satisfy the demands of the Eternal Will, so in His 
Temptation He bore all the painful struggle, rather 
than lose any measure of the perfect integrity of the 
created nature which He had willed thus to save. He 
raised our nature in His own Person, and thus gave it 
a quickening power to be communicated, to be a 
source of grace flowing out of itself, that partaking of 
it our sinful bodies might be re-animated by His Body, 
and our souls renewed to a supernatural life, that we 
might abide with Him, and He with us, in the oneness 
of the same mystery of resistance of evil in God, and 
an ever growing union with God. 

ni. Again, it is to be borne in mind that tempta- 
tion has no necessary connection with sin. Tempta- 
tion does not of itself presuppose sinfulness. It only 
of necessity presupposes the demands of a higher will 
acting upon a lower will. It is the result of the design 
of raising the lower life into harmony with the higher 
life by the exercise of trial. The sinfulness of the 
world, around us, and the disorders of the creature, 
have aggravated the force of temptation, and given to 
it a new distress, but they have not occasioned it. 
Our sinfulness is not the root or cause of our temp- 
tations, though it has given greater intensity to their 
power over us. Properly speaking, temptation ceases, 
when sin begins. While the struggle against tempta- 
tion is going on, there is no sin ; when sinful com- 
pliance begins, the struggle ceases ; it is then no longer 
tenapjtation. The soul is not experiencing temptation 
when it yields itself, nor when it has overcome* The 
trial is in the endurance and the conquest. The 
severest and most overwhelming pressure of tempta^ 
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tion ever known on earth, was that which assaulted 
our Lord in the Garden of the Agony. There was 
temptation for Him in that hour, until the struggle 
ceased. It subsided in victory, and the temptation 
passed. When, on the contrary, a sinner's frail nature 
yields to evil, the temptation equally has passed. He 
experienced temptation only just so far as the higher 
will struggled against the seducing power of evil. . 

We may here note the difference which exists be- 
tween our Lord and ourselves in regard to the force of 
temptation. The force of temptation to us is greater 
iti some respects than it was to our Lord, far less in 
others. In us the sinful tendency combines with the 
temptation, and adds power to it, and in this respect 
ours is the greater. But in Him the sensibilities of 
His perfect nature were more keenly sensitive, more 
tremblingly alive. To Him the presence of sin was 
more distressing ; the contrast between what He was and 
what pressed on Him from without, was more full of 
acutest trial, and the assaults of the powers of darkness 
beyond measure more hateful and appalling. In these 
respects His temptation, and consequently His suffer- 
ing in the conflict, were greater than our own. 

IV. Again, it is most important to impress on 
our minds the true purpose and end of temptation. 
We are accustomed to look upon it simply as a hard- 
ship, and plead it as an excuse for sin, as if (jOD could 
have no merciful design in it, and we in our renewed 
nature had no power to meet it. Nothing can be 
more demoralizing than to regard temptation under 
such an aspect. It may be impossible for us to trace 
the reasons why our natures, in order to be perfected, 
are to be subjected to temptation. We can never 
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trace out the principles of things ; we can but recog- 
nise their workings. We can recognise their effects ; 
we may discern their blessed results as they emerge out 
of the maze of the order of the Providence of God, to us 
a maze, though in the eyes of higher intelligences, and 
to ourselves in our future glory, clear and unques- 
tioned. And as it is in all other cases, so also in regard 
to temptation. When we read of our Lord, that " He 
learned obedience by the things that He suffered, and 
being made perfect. He became the author of eternal 
salvation to all them that obey Him,''^ we see the 
meaning and intent of temptation. Revelation teaches 
us, that it is the ordained liability of moral natures 
under probation, as the means of establishing them in 
perfect conformity with the Divine will. It is the way 
of learning obedience, necessary even for pure natures ; 
the mode determined for attaining perfection in union 
with God even for the perfect. Our Lord was per- 
fect at each stage of His Humanity ; though until His 
Ascension His Human nature did not enter into Its 
fulness of glory in union with God. He gradually 
advanced towards this ultimate perfection, and the 
endui^nce of suffering under temptation was the 
means through which His Human nature passed 
on to this fulness. 

Temptation, therefore, is not to be shrunk from as 
an evil ; it is not only to be accepted as a necessity, 
it is to be regarded as a means, though painful, yet a 
divinely appointed and sure means through which, 
by the grace of God, we advance into a blissful union 
with the Divine Life. 

Why then, it may be asked, are we continually to 
pray, " Lead us not into temptation ?" And why did 

1 Heb. V. 9. 
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our Lord bid us so earnestly, " Watch and pray, lest 
ye enter into temptation?" It is not the meeting 
temptation of which these words speak, but the being 
immersed in it; the being so in temptation, so of 
one mind with it, so sunk in it, so to admit it and 
dwell in it, as to make sin inevitable, to enter within 
its ensnaring folds, to suffer ourselves to be led by its 
attractions, making no effort to put it away, or to flee 
from it. To meet temptation, to be tested by it, is a 
necessity of our destiny, not a subject for deprecation. 
We were recreated in order to meet trial and overcome. 
It is part of the Divine law which ordered the existence of 
created life; for angels and men alike have been subjected 
to it. If we view temptation from the point on which 
we stand in Christ, we can see it to be, not merely 
the test of our obedience, but also the condition of 
our progress, the means, the instrument of perfection. 
Temptations are around us as the occasions of exer- 
cising the renewed will, of putting forth our super- 
natural energy, of developing some truer purposes 
or higher resolves, and in such exercise the spiritual 
stature grows, as without it it could not grow. Trees 
put forth fresh roots on the side on which the wind 
blows most violently. There is likewise an inner dis- 
cipline of the soul, which in an analogous way 
strengthens it where temptation assaults it, and thus 
the spiritual growth is matured, every fresh meeting 
of trial adding a fresh spring to the renewed life. 
Sometimes an allurement of the flesh arouses a strong 
effort of self-restraint, sometimes an unexpected hin- 
drance chastens the patient endurance of the will, 
sometimes a sorrow softens the whole texture of the 
heart ; or again some call to exertion stirs up impulses 
to put away sloth, or a call to self-sacriflce raises the 
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whole nature above the world, above self ; or again a 
denial of ease, or of praise, brings the soul into special 
union with our Lord's humility. By such accessions 
of the powers of grace the Divine life in us attains its 
full proportions, and its perfected beauty. 

There are two conditions for raising our nature into 
conformity with the Divine Mind, into union with 
God. One is the indwelling Presence of God infusing 
the graces and virtues of our Lord's Humanity ; the 
other is the exercise of these virtues by. trial, as we 
learn obedience by the things which we suffer. 

V. There are some fundamental principles needful 
to be laid to heart in order to prepare us against the 
force of temptation. (1.) One such principle is to 
recognise our place as a creature. Our Lord ex- 
hibited this principle as a main safeguard in tempta- 
tion, when He said ; ** Man shall not live by bread 
alone ;" and again, " Thou shalt not tempt the Lord 
thy God." It is the creature's law to receive food 
only as the Creator wills, not to go out of the way of 
duty to obtain it, nor to choose for himself. Our 
Lord, obedient to this law, would not exert Divine 
power to procure what to Him as man was not given. 
He would not create food for Himself, nor cast Him* 
self from the pinnacle of the temple, because there 
was no word of God declaring it to be His will. 

Here, then, is an universal law. A creature's place, 
modes of action, and ways of life, are dependent. He 
is to accept each state, to form each design, in depen- 
dence on an overruling will, which prescribes his 
place, his duty, his order of service, his means and 
exercise of life. To preserve this consciousness of 
continual dependence, and on each occasion of some 
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seducing thought, some alluring plan, some tempting 
object, to act in this consciousness, — is one means of 
co-operation with the grace of God, Who hath promised 
that He will not suffer us ''to be tempted above that 
we are able, but will with the temptation also make a 
way to escape, that we may be able to bear it.'" 

2* Again, another principle to be firmly appre- 
hended, is trust in Goo for support while temptation 
lasts, and for relief from its pressure in due time. 
This principle again was expressed in our Lord's 
words ; " Man shall live by every word that proceedeth 
out of the Mouth of God." The words imply the 
assurance, that God would sustain His Humanity ac- 
cording to His own will by a secret grace ; that hu- 
manity in any need might lean to trust, conscious of an 
assured sustenance, without discerning the means ; and 
in this confidence bear and wait on to the end. His 
word, His will, is all-sufficient, and is the hidden power 
of all outward means. If then some fierce temptation 
seems to be at hand, cast thyself in prayer upon God, 
asking strength, and in the assurance of that strength 
grapple with the imagined evil, and then rise up to 
meet it in a loyal brave adherence to the Divine pro- 
mise ; and when it comes, wait calmly with the uplifted 
cross in your hand, on your brow, the image of your 
Lord crucified in your heart, and abide in the firm 
resolve, sustained by prayer, until it pass. Struggle 
as with an enemy that plots against thy life, and show 
thyself a good soldier of Jesus Christ, enduring hard- 
ness. Say to thyself, God knows of the trial, God is 
overruling it, God can remove it, in an instant Goo 
may give the increased strength to bear it on, if it 
lasts; or turn it into rest, making the cross easy, and 
its burden light. 

1 1 Cor. X. 13. 
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3. Again, preserve rule. Rule, regularity, is the 
sure guard of the powers of holy discipline. Regulate 
your time, kind of work, times of prayer, times of 
rest, if possible, times of silence, and of speech, and of 
reading, whether it be serious or lighter study. Keep 
this rule as a law of conscience. Rule is the enclosure 
of the sanctuary, hedging in a holy life, and strength- 
ening it against the approach of evil. Rule is the 
watchman, constantly calling you, warning you, bid- 
ding you be on your guard, bidding you renew your 
strength, recalling you when you go astray, nerving 
you when growing weak, saving you when ready to 
give way. 

4. Moreover, avoid the occasions of evil. Our Lord 
did not of Himself retire into the wilderness to meet 
Satan. He was " led by," S. Mark says, " driven by" 
the Spirit. It was the Father's will that He should be 
there, and the going there was manifestly ordained for 
Him. It is an universal law, that when we go into 
places of danger at the call of duty, He who calls us 
thither, will protect us when there. If we go without 
the call, we go without God ; He follows us not thither. 
He moves not at our will, but we according to His will. 
One chief strength against temptation lies in keeping 
far away from the presence of it, or flying if it approach 
us. We are strong to do this. We are weak, our 
resolutions desert us, all the lower elements of our na- 
ture rise up in their strength, in the presence of it. 
There are some temptations, and they are the most 
distressing to speak of, from which we can hardly be 
safe, if we disregard this momentous caution. We 
have already given ourselves to our lust, if consciously 
and voluntarily we have allowed ourselves to go into 
the presence of an absorbing object of natural desire. 

5. Resist the first appearances of temptation. We 
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are strong against beginnings, weak against their on- 
ward course. It is with temptation, as with the gush- 
ing out of waters. The first bubbling up from the 
soil of the infant stream scarcely turns either way ; it 
may be directed at our will. Let it flow on awhile, and 
the stream has taken its settled course ; the current 
is sweeping rapidly on, overbearing all resistance in its 
path. 

6. Two further points we must endeavour to em- 
brace; one, the retrospect of our past history, the 
other, the prospect of our future. Looking back at 
the way in which you have met temptation, think 
what opportunities you have lost, how you have 
yielded when you might have stood firm, how often 
forfeited your inward peace and brought self-reproach 
and defilement, when you might have won a glorious 
crown ; how seldom given yourself to prayer, and the 
pleading the promises of God ; how often were self- 
trustful, careless, or rash ; how constantly tending to 
wilfulness, and in wilfulness falling into the snare ; or 
listened readily to the tempter, and thought not of 
your Lord, and your hope in Him, your vows, your 
resolutions, when yet a moment's thought, or one 
ejaculation of prayer, or a look at the Cross, or the 
re-signing of the Cross upon your brow, one look to 
heaven, or one renewal of your past resolves, would 
have ensured your safety. And think what you might 
have attained now, what in purity, in spiritual illu- 
mination, in supernatural power; what in unearthly 
brightness ; what in the fruitfiilness of good works ; 
what in the favour of God, if you had been faithful. 

The future is the special blessing of God to His 
fallen ones, one of His best gifts to them, enfolding all 
the possibilities of grace, and the powers of the world to 
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come. It offers the fulness of hope in redeeming the 
misery of the past, and winning back the lost crown, 
bringing again the sun upon the dial on which it had 
gone down. There is nothing of promised bliss which 
may not be won by a true faith, using all the means of 
grace which the future opens to the contrite. There is 
no limit to the promises made to the faithful penitent. 
The future is the scene in which all the resolutions of a 
loving faith may embody themselves ; in which all ener- 
gies, hitherto dormant or misspent, may find their sphere 
of devotion and their rest. Only let the aim be high. 
Lay hold of the highest possible greatness, to which the 
callings of God summon you. In some ways it is easier 
to maintain a higher than a lower aim. There is a 
stimulus in the sense of greatness, which arouses and 
enthrals the power of the soul, while feebler efforts only 
are stirred at the thought of the lesser object. Energies 
are put forth at the instance of a great and noble self- 
devotion, which may remain whoUynunknown to the 
soul, which may be forfeited for ever, because they 
were never used. 

Only let the aim be definite and clear. Let the will 
fasten on a few points only. Sometimes one object 
of spiritual conquest, one only, earnestly and stead- 
fastly held before the soul, has been the commence- 
ment of the entire revolution of a life, the starting 
point of a continual victory. " To him that hath,'* 
i. e. that useth whatsoever he hath, *' shall be given, 
and he shall have more abundance." " He that is 
faithful in a few things, I will make him ruler over 
many things." Nothing is slight and unimportant, 
on which an exercise of the will has operated. A re- 
newed will is the accumulated result of a successive 
series of minute details of faithful efforts. The beati- 
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tude of the saints is the matured result of the long 
course of patient strivings, which may have passed 
wholly unobserved because of their minuteness. One 
step has followed another in the mysterious progress 
of daily, hourly acts, each seeming to pass away, as 
footprints on the sand are obliterated by the advancing 
tide, but the end is the Vision of God, and the per- 
fection of a nature made one with the Mind of Goo. 

Unto the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the Holy, 
Undivided Trinity, be all glory, praise, and thanks- 
giving for ever. Amen. 

Note. 

The following words of the late Dr. Mill will give weight to 
the thoughts intended here to be expressed. 

** Let as therefore behold Him, Who was ' bom of a woman, 
made under the law' for our redemption ; whom, as the Church of 
OrOD has ever believed. His miraculous birth of the Virgin Mother 
exempted from every stain of that original pollution with which 
the all-holj Gob could hold no union or fellowship, but which 
through natural generation is mysteriously transmitted to every 
other descendant of Eve beside Him. Is there in this view of the 
Sayioitb as perfect man, anything to exclude His being a subject 
of that experiment or probation of His virtue, which, whether 
produced by the trying circumstances of life, or by direct solicita- 
tion to evil, is called in the language of Scripture, temptation P 
If the highest virtue does not exclude that instinct inseparable 
from humanity, to which pain is an object of dread, and pleasure 
of desire ; which prefers ease and quiet to tumult and vexation, 
the regard and esteem of others to their scorn and aversion, to 
which ill-requited toil, or experienced unkindness, are sources of 
corroding anguish and depression ; — then every conjuncture which 
presents but one of these objects of dread as the concomitant of 
doing God's will, or associates one of their desirable opposites 
with neglect or disobedience, — every such conjuncture must pro- 
duce a conflict between duty and these necessary instincts of 
humanity, sufficient to constitute temptation in the strictest sense. 
In a perfectly well-ordered state of being such conjunctures might 
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not arise ; though even here, as to Eve in Paradise, an enemy 
might illusively present them : but in a disordered world they 
arise really, perpetually, spontaneously ; while evil men and evil 
spirits are ever aiding their seductive power, and adding the 
stimulus of express solicitation. And fearful indeed is their 
power with the mass of mankind ; in whom, through the mere 
privation of that principle of original righteousness that kept 
man's noble faculties in mutual harmony and subordination to 
the will of God, every passion is misplaced, each natural pro- 
pensity or affection an inlet of sin ; when the carnal mind, which 
(as S. Paul declares) is not, and cannot be, subject to the Divine 
law, becomes to each man his own proper tempter; when (as 
S. James defines the temptation of such) the man is drawn away 
of his own lust, and enticed. But though this fearful description 
of temptation did not belong to the Son of Gon, (God forbid 
that we should ever entertain so degrading and blasphemous a 
supposition !) — though all His faculties were in harmony from the 
first, no illusion misleading, no inordinate affection disturbing, 
was therefore the practice of high virtue in Him attended with no 
difficulty, no opposition and reclamation from the strongest — 
and at the same time the most innocent — instincts of humanity P 
Let the last suppression of human will in the agony of Gethse- 
mane, let the whole course of His obedience unto death answer. 
The expression, * Not My will, but Thine be done,' uttered with 
respect to that which would then only become sinful if followed 
in preference to the Divine will, may inform us where mere temp- 
tation ends, and where sin (which in Him had not the remotest 
place) begins. And may we not conceive also that the more acute 
apprehension of things which the perfect contexture of His hu- 
manity brought with it, — the keener sense of pain and distress, 
as well as of others' ingratitude and treachery, which His sinless 
soul entertained, — might give a sharper edge to this description 
of trial in Him ; and far more than counterbalance, in respect of 
hardness of endurance, that which less holy and duller spirits 
have to encounter from what in Him had no place, the remnants 
of native corruption, and ill desires imperfectly mortified." (Ser- 
mons on the Temptation, <&c., preached before the University of 
Cambridge in Lent, 1844, Serm. ii. pp. 36—39.) 



THE ORDER OF THE EVENTS OF THE PASSION, 

COMMENCING WITH THE AGONY WHICH TOOK PLACE 
DURING THE NIGHT OP HOLY THURSDAY. 



Towards midnight our Lobd, 
followed by His disciples, leaves 
the upper chamber in Jerusa- 
lem, passes out through the 
gate of the city, over the brook 
Cedron, to the Mount of Olives, 
and enters the Garden of Gheth- 
semane, which lies at its foot. 

He selects the three disciples, 
and separates Himself from the 
rest. He bids the three watch, 
and parting from them, goes 
forward " about a stone's cast," 
still within sight; He kneels, 
He falls on His face, uttering 
the first prayer; **Pathbe, if 
it be possible, let this cup pass 
from Me." 

The intense oppression of the 
Agony is now felt. The Angel 
appears. The Sweat of Blood 
flows. 

He rises and returns to His 
disciples, and finds them sleep- 
ing. 
II. 



He retires the second time, 
and utters the second prayer, 
the same words though slightly 
varied : *' If this Cup may not 
pass from Me except I drink it, 
Thy will be done." 

He returns a second time to 
His disciples, and again finds 
them asleep. 

He retires a third time, and 
prays, saying the same words. 

He returns the third time to 
the disciples and arouses them. 

While He is speaking, Judas 
and the band are seen approach- 
ing. 

He advances forward to meet 
them, and declares Himself^ 

The soldiers fall to the ground. 

Judas steps forward, and 
kisses Him. 

The soldiers, having recovered 
themselves, seize and bind Him. 

S. Peter draws his sword, and 
smites Malchus. 
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THE OBDEB OP THE EYEKTS OF THE PASSION. 



Our LoBD asks that His 
hands may be loosed, and then 
touches the wound and heals 
it. 

He reproves His disciples for 
using the sword. 

He then remonstrates with 
the priests and elders : *' Are ye 
come out," &c. 

The disciples fly. 

The soldiers lead our Lobd, 
His arms being bound, to the 
High Priest's palace, in different 
parts of which building both 
Annas and Caiaphas dwelt. 

They first bring our Lobd 
before Annas, who sends Him, 
still bound with fetters, to Caia- 
phas, the acting High Priest for 
the year.^ 

S. Peter at the same time 
followed Him among the crowd, 
and enters the courtyard of the 
palace. 

The leading members of the 
Sanhedrim are hastily assem- 
bled, and an informal investiga- 
tion is held before them by Caia- 
phas. 

In the early course of this 
process, or during the inquiry 
before Annas, (see note,) our 
LoBD was smitten on His cheek 
by the soldier. 



During the investigation be- 
fore Caiaphas, S. Peter denies 
our LoBD, the first time as he 
stood by the fire in the midst 
of the courtyard, after which in 
his alarm he retires into the 
vestibule. The cock crows the 
first time. 

S. Peter denies the second 
time, while standing in the vesti- 
bule,and immediately afterwards 
the third time in the same place. 

The cock crows the second 
time. 

. S. Peter goes out, weeping 
bitterly. 

The private judicial inquiry 
before Caiaphas, during which 
the false witnesses were brought 
in, closes with the first condem- 
nation of our Lobd on the 
charge of blasphemy. 

Immediately the mocking be- 
gins; they spit on His Face; 
they blindfold Him, and scoff 
at Him, and beat Him with the 
palms of their hands. 

Early, about or towards the 
dawn of the day, the judicial 
council, the Sanhedrim, is for- 
mally assembled. 

After a short process, the con- 
demnation for blasphemy is for- 
mally confirmed. 



^ Annas was father-in-law to Caiaphas, High Priest before him, and a man 
of great consideration at the time. Our Lord was therefore brought to him 
for a private interview » before the regular judicial process took place before 
the acting High Priest. Stiers supposes that the questioning which S. John re- 
cords, when the soldier struck our Lord on the cheek, (S. John xviii. 19,) was 
before Annas. Our translators supposed that this was part of the process before 
Caiaphas, as our version of ver. 24 : '* Now Annas had sent Him bound to Caia- 
phas,*' shows. But the original word also bears the sense of, ** Annas sent 
Him,'' i.e. after the preceding questioning. 
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Our LoBB is immediately 
taken from the council, and is 
delivered over to Pilate. 
' ■ The crowd follows, and ga- 
thers around the judgment seat. 

At this time Judas hrings 
back the money, which is cast 
down in the temple. He goes 
forth, and hangs himself. 

A private preliminary inquiry 
takes place before Pilate, who 
then sends our Lobd to Herod. 

He is led through the streets. 
He is mocked by Herod's sol- 
diers, and sent back to Pilate. 

A second examination is held 
before Pilate, who delivers Him 
to the soldiers to be scourged. 

The soldiers strip off His 
garments. 

The Scourging takes place. 

They then put on Him the 
scarlet robe, and the crown of 
thorns, and place a reed in His 
Eight Hand. 



They mock Him as a king, 
and spit on Him. 

Thus arrayed, our Lobd is 
brought forth in the presence 
of the people: "Behold the 
Man." 

Pilate alarmed, seeks in vain 
to release Him. 

Counter fears are aroused in 
his mind by the priests and 
elders. 

At 6 A.M.^ he takes his place 
on the judgment seat. 

Pilate's wife sends to tell 
him of her dream. 

He seeks again, but still in 
vain, to release Jebus. 

Pilate washes his hands open- 
ly before the multitude. 

He then delivers our Lobd 
up to the people to be crucified. 

He is stripped of the purple 
cloak, and His own garments 
are put on Him : the crown of 
thorns being left on His Head. 



^ This notation of time is given according to Mr. Williams, who adopts the 
arrangement of Dr. Townson. His computation is as follows : — At the early 
watch, called *' the cockcrowing," i.e. 3 a.m., S. Peter denied our Lord. The 
examination before Caiaphas was then going on. Between 3 and 6 a.m. the 
proceedings before Caiaphas, the meetings of the council, the private examination 
before Pilate and Herod, the scourging and mocking, took place. At 6 a.m. the 
formal judgment by Pilate commenced. Between 6 and 9 a.m. occurred the 
condemnation, perhaps the judgment of the two thieves, the preparations for 
the crucifixion, the procession to Calvary. At 9 a.m., the time of the morning 
sacrifice in the temple, our Lord was laid on the Cross. At 12, the darkness 
commences. At 3 p.m., the time of the evening sacrifice, our Lord died. 

S. John marks the time when Pilate sat on the judgment seat, ** it was 
about the sixth hour." S. Mark notes the time of the crucifixion, ** it was the 
third hour, and they crucified Him." S. John reckons his hours (as we do, and 
as was customary in Asia Minor, where S. John wrote his Gospel) from midnight 
to noon, and from noon to midnight. S. Mark reckons time according to the 
custom of the Jews and Romans by watches of three hours' length, commencing 
at 6 A.M. Thus S. Mark's third hour would correspond with S. John's 9th, or 
9 A.M., S. Mark's sixth hour with S. John's twelfth, or noon. See Words- 
worth on S. John xix. 14, and iv. 8. 
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THE OBDEB OF THE ETEKTS 01* THE PASSION. 



He is led forth, bearing His 
Cross. 

As He sinks in His weakness, 
the Cross is taken off from Him, 
and laid on Simon the Cyrenian. 
Our LoBD moves on before 
him. 

He turns and addresses the 
women : '^ Daughters of Jeru- 
salem/' &e. 

He becomes increasingly 
weak, as He advances, and He 
£dls. S. Mark says : '* they 
bear ((pepovaiu) Him to the place 
Golgotha." (S. Mark xiv. 22.) 

9 A.M. Our LoBD is laid on 
the Cross, and nailed to it. 

The first saying, "Fathbb, 
forgive them," &c. 

They offer Him wine mingled 
with myrrh, but He would not 
drink. 

The Cross is raised. 

The soldiers beneath the Cross 
part His garments, and cast lots 
on His vesture. 

The reviling and mocking be- 
gin, in which the thieves join. 

The penitent thief turns to 
our LoBD, and is accepted. 

The second saying on the 
Cross, *' This day shalt thou be," 
&c. 

The Blessed Virgin and S. 
John, with the other women, 
have approached the foot of the 
Cross. 



Our LoBD regards and ad- 
dresses His Mother and S. John. 
The third saying on the Cross. 

12 A.M. The darkness comes 
on. 

Shortly before 3 p.m. '* about 
the ninth hour," ourLoBD cries 
with the loud voice. 

The fourth saying, " Eli, Eli," 
&c. 

The light probably begins to 
return. 

The movement and talking 
among the soldiers ; one of them 
runs to the Cross, and offers the 
vinegar. 

The Thirst : the fifth saying. 

They again bring the spunge 

filled with vinegar, on the hyssop, 

and put it to His mouth. Our 
LoBD suffered it to touch His 

lips. 

The sixth saying : '^ It is fin- 
ished." 

He again cries with a loud 
voice. 

The seventh saying: "FA" 
THEB, into Thy Hands," &c. 

3 P.M. Our LoBD gives up 
the ghost. 

The veil of the temple is rent. 
The earthquake. The opening 
of the graves. The confession 
of the centurion : " Truly this 
was the Son of God." 

The multitude return to the 
city, smiting their breasts. 
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SERMONS. 

ADVENT WARNINGS.— A Course of Twenty-three Sermons. 
By the Venerable Thomas Thorp, Rev. J. Keble, Rev. T. W. 
Perry, Rev. W. J. Butler, Rev. E. Monro, Rev. W. J. 
Irons, Rev. A. B. Evans, Rev. J. R. Woodford, Venerable 
Anthony Grant, Rev. and Hon. R. Liddell, Rev. W. Scott, 
Rev. H. W. Burrows, Rev. R. Milman, Rev. H. Newland, 
Rev. J. Skinner, &c. Demy 8vo., reduced to 5s. 

ALSOP. — Twentv-five Sermons on Faith and Practice. By the 
Rev. jr. R. Alsop, B.A, Perpetual Curate of Westboughtosu 
near Manchester. 8vo., lOs. 6d. 
"In Catholic principles, as regards doctrines of ftdth, Bothinir can ^ 

rounder. Ooctrioe is asserted, and with it appeals for holy practice for basing 

godliness apon it : the man speaks in every page, earnest, large-hearted, and 

single-minded." — Eccteaitutic. 

fiAIRD. — The Passion op Jesus. A Course of Sermons 

preached during the Season of Lent. By the Rev. W. 

Baird, M.A., Curate of S. Philip's, CleAenwell. Feap. 

8vo., cloth, Is. 6d. 
BAINES.— Twenty Sermons pbeaghed at S. John's, 

Hayerstock Hill. By the Rev. John Baines, M.A.j 

Vicar of Little Marlow, Bucks. 7s. 
" They aM Sermons of .a higb class, and calculated to do great good."— 
Liierarp Churchman. 

*' They are as good q;»ecimens as conl4 t>e wished of original and thonghtfol 
discourses, expressed in unaffected manly language."— GwardiaA. 

BARTHOLOMEW. — Thirty-nine Sermons, chiefly Prac- 
tical. By the Rev. Ch. Ch. Bartholomew, M A.« Perpejbual 
Curate of S. David's, Exeter. 8vo., reduced to 7s. 6d. 
** There is much in the volnme that is at once 8ouud« sensible, and wel^ ex- 
pressed." — Ouardian. 

** Eminently sound and iH^cticfld." — John Bull. 

BERNARD, S. — Sermons por the Sbasons of the Chris- 
tian Year. Translated ^m S. Berzuird by ike Sev. 
. W. B. Flower, B.A. 8vo. ©loth, 6s. 

BIBER.— The Royalty op Christ and the Churqh ano 
Kingdom of England. Four Sermons in reference to 
the Indian Revolt. By the Rev. G. E. Biber, LL.D., In- 
cumbent of Roehampton. Poi^ 8vo., 2s. 6d. 

CoNTKNTS : — Gon*s Judgment Manifest in our Indian Empire ; The Royalty 
of CnaisTj Spiritual Rebellion and its Fruits } Repentance and Restoration. 

PABT II. B 1 



Sermons. 



BIBER.— The Seven Voices of the Spirit: being the 

Promises given by Christ through the Spirit to the 

Church Universal, extracted from the Apocalyptic Epistles 

addressed to the Seven Churches in Asia ; interpreted in a 

Series of Sermons. Post 8vo., 58. 
" Few works on so difficult a subject demonstrate more calm devotion of 
spirit, and more equalized judgrment in questionable points, than are exhibited 
in these pag^es, at once instructive and opportune." — John BtUl. 

BINGHAM. — ^Eighteen Sermons on Easter Subjects. 

By the Rev. W. P. S. Bingham, M.A., Incumbent of S. 

Bartholomew, West Pinchbeck, Lincolnshire. 48. 6d. 

Contents : — ^The Descent into Hell ; Christ dieth no more j The Journey 

to Emmaus; S. Peter after the Resurrection; The Sea of Galilee; The little 

While ; How are the Dead raised ? The Transflguration, &c., &c. 

'* Full of carefully thong^ht out meditations upon Holy Scripture reverently 
expressed. Full of sound and earnest spirit.'* — Ouardian. 

BLUNT. — The Atonement and the At-one-Maker. By the 
Rev. J. H. Blunt, Curate of Houghton le Spring. Fcp. 8vo. 5s. 

**Mr. Blunt is evidently in earnest ... good sense, devotional feeling, and 
many pages of striking eloquence .. . the great articles of faith are treat^ in a 
reverent spirit and set forth in their integrity.** — Durham Advertiser. 

** Founded on the Sacramental system.** — Ckriatian Remembrancer. 

BO WDLER.— Sermons on the Privileges, Kesfonsibi- 
LiTiES, AND Duties of Members of the Gospel Co- 
venant. By the late Rev. T. Bowdler. Vol. I. Adyent, 
Christmas, Epiphany. Vol. 11. Septuagesimay Lent, Pas- 
sion Week. Post 8vo., cloth, 7s. 6d. each. 

BRECHIN. — Are you being Converted? Sermons on 
Serious Subjects. By the Bishop of Brechin. Second 
edition, fcp. 8vo., 3s. 6d. 
Twelve Sermons on the Necessity of, the Signs of and the Hindrances and 

Helps to, Conversion } Domestic Trials in matters of Principle ; The Oflfence of 

the Cross, &c. 
"Indicate that deep acquaintance with the spiritual life for which his 

writings are always Temaxkgible."—Ecelesia8He. 

BRECHIN. — Sermons on Amendment of Life. Fcp. 8vo., 
3s. 6d. 

Twelve Sermons on Sin, its punishment, its effects, both here and hereafter : 
its remission, its cure, its abolition : the progress ct Conversion as set forth 
and illustrated by Scripture examples— Adam, David, Ahab, Naaman.Maoasseh, 
S. John Baptist : and our Lord as the Pardoner of Sin, and nnion with Him 
the Law of Amendment, &c. 

BRECHIN.— The Waning of Opportunities, and other 
Sermons, Doctrinal and Practical. Fcp. 8vo., 4s. 6d. 

BRECHIN. — Sermons on the Grace of God and other 
Cognate Subjects. Fcap. 8vo. 5s. 

BRIGHT. — Eighteen Sermons of S. Leo the Great on 
the Incarnation, Translated, veith Notes, and with the 
Tome of S. Leo in the Original, by William Bright, M.A., 
Fellow and Assistant Tutor of University College, Oxford. 
Demy 8vo. ds. 
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BUTLER.— Sermons, chiefly foe the Church Seasons, 
FOR Working Men in Country Parishes. By the 
Rev. W. J. Butler, M.A., Vicar of Wantage. Fcp. 8vo. 
Second edition, bold type, 6s. 6d. 

CARTER.-— The Imitation of our Lord Jesus Christ. A 
Series of Lectures delivered at All Saints', Margaret Street, 
in Lent, 1860. By the Rev. T. T. Carter, M.A., Rector of 
Clewer. Third edition. Price 28. 6d. 

CARTER. — ^The Passion and Temptation op our Lord. 
A Course of Lectures delivered. at All Saints', Margaret 
Street, in Lent, 1862. To which is added a Sermon preached 
at S. Giles*, Oxford, in the same Lent. Price 3s. 

CARTER.— Sermons, by the Rev. T. T. Carter, M.A. 8vo., 

cloth, 10s. 6d. 

** It appears to us as if Mr. Carter almost combined flie logical power xA Dr. 
Newman with the chastened eloquence and loving devotion of Archdeacon 
Manning— eminently simple and eminently practical." — Church Review. 

'* A volume of great depth and feeling." — Christian Remmbraneer. 

*' They are the compositions of a scholastic writer ; it need not be added 
that they show the careful and well-instructed theologian." — Chiardian. 

CHAMBERLAIN.—The Theory of Christian Worship. 

By the Rev. T. Chamberlain, M.A., Student of Christ 

Church, Oxford, &c. Fcp. 8vo. Second edition, 5s. 
** To have illustrated in so copious and varied a manner a subject of this 
kind, and to have made it suitable to congregational requirements, is a great 
success." — Christian Remembrancer, 

CHAMBERLAIN.— The Seven Ages of the Church, as 

indicated in the messages to the Seven Churches of Asia. 

Post 8vo., 38. 
** One of the most satisfactory of the pnblicatious that have lately appeared 
in connection with the mysterious book, for the elucidation of which it is de- 
signed."— JoA» BuU. 

CHAMBERS.— Fifty-two Sermons Preached at Perth and 
other parts of Scotland, from 1846 to 1853, for the Seasons 
of the Christian Year. By the Rev. J. C. Chambers, M.A., 
Warden of the House of Charity, Soho; late Chancellor of 
the Cathedral of Perth. Demy 8vo., 12s. 
'* We have not met with a recent volume so full of promise and of such 

genial language." — Christian Remembrancer, 

CHANTER.— SERM0N8. By the Rev. J. M. Chanter, M.A., 

Vicar of Ilfracombe. 12mo., 6s. 6d. 
" Recommended by their reverential and earnest tone." — English Review, 
" Of a level and practical character." — Christian Remembrancer. 
'* The style plain and the subjects directly practical." — Ecclesiastic, 

CHEYNE. — ^The Teaching of the Christian Year: a 
Series of Sermons. Vol. I. Advent to Whitsuntide. By 
the Rev. P. Cheyne, late Incumbent of S. John the Evan- 
gelist, Aberdeen. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 7s. 
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CHEYNE. — Consolations op the Cboss, and tHE Rest 
OiF" THE Blessed. Sermons for Holy Week. By the Rev, 
P. Cheyne. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 28. 

CLARKE.— The Watch Tower Book; or Readings for the 
Night W&tcheB of Advent. Chiefly culled from the writ- 
ings of the Holy Fathers of the first four centuriesi By 
the Rev. 0. W. B. Clarke, M.A*, Incumbent of Toot- 
Baldon, Oxfordshire. Post 8to., Ss. 6d. ; cheap edition, 
limp cloth, 2s. 

" A ready good practical ▼olame, which th« Clergy yirfA do well tb circulate 
among their parishioners.*' — Clerical Journal. 

" The good taste wliich he shows in adapting his similitudes and his lan- 
guage generally to the understanding of the illiterttte is very commendable." 
— EccleaiasHe, 

CRESSWELL.— The Christian Life. Twelve Sermons. By 

the Rev. Richard Cresswell, M.A. 1 Smo., reduced to 28. 6d. 

" They are intended to pnt forth a plaifa view of that hidden life of the 
Christian, which is the restoration of all that man has lost, as well as the ful- 
fllment of the high aspirations of which he had but a glimpse as it were when 
his eyes were opened in Paradise.** — Preface. 

DAVIES. — Second Series of Four Benefit Club Sermons. On 
Moderation in Festivity; Friendly Societies; Babel and 
Pentecost; Sympathy. By the Rev. George Davies, M.A. 
In 4to., MS. size, 3s. 6d. 

EVANS.— Chbistianity in its Homely Aspects : Sermons 
on Various Subjects, delivered in the Church of S. Andrew, 
Wells Street, and elsewhere. By the Rev. A. B. Evans, 
M.A., Rector of S. Mary-Le-Strand, and Evening Lec- 
turer at S. Andrew's. 12mo., Second Series, Gs. 

'* A good deal above the ayerage in originality of thought aud power of ex- 
pression.** — Guardian. 

** Mr. Evans's mind is rich in illiistration : he is pointed in expression and 
witti a considerable range of thoeght.'*— CArMiait Remembranoer, 

FORD.— Twelve Sermons pbeached in the Chapel op 
Liverydole Almshouse at Heavitree, Exeter. By 
James Ford, A.M., late Chaplain. Second edft. 12ffio. 3s. 

FOWLER.— Fifteen Paboghlal Sebmons, following the 
Christian Seasons.* By the Rev. C. A. Fowler, M.A., 
Perpetual Curate of King's Kerswell, Devon. 12mo., 
cloth, 5s. 

FREEMAN.— F<ytJR Advent Sermons. By the Rev. P. 
Freeman, M.A., Vicar of Thorverton, Devon, author of 
** Principles of Divine Service," &c. 2s. 

No. I. The Church's Two Periods of Waiting. II. Christ as Man the Judge 
of 1;he World. HI. The Church's Seasons of Watchftdness. IV. The Minis^ 
of Comfort. 

*' Have all the soundness, utility, and fulness of Theology which we are 
accustomed to look for in Mr. Freeman's writings.'* — Literary Churchman. 
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GALTON. — ^NoTEs op Lectures on the Book of Canticles, 
or Song of Solomon. By the Rev. John Lincoln Gallon, 
M.A., Incumbent of S. Sidwell, Exeter. Fcap. 8vo., Gs. 

GALTON. — ^NoTEs op One Hundred and Forty-two Lec- 
tures ON THE Book op Revelation, delivered in the 
Church of S. Sidwell, Exeter. In 2 vols., fcap. 8vo., ISs. 
(1408 pages.) 
'* Their principal exeelleaoe lies in their careful and InteUigent preference 

of ancient expositors.'* — Quardum. 

GOODWD^. — Sermons on the Cretian Church ; its Doc- 
trine and Religious Discipline as set forth in the Epistle of 
S. Paul to Titus. By the Rev. J. Goodwin, B.D., Rector 
of Lamboume, Essex, Rural Dean. Fcap. 8vo„ 3s. 6d. 

GRESLEY. — A New Volume op Sermons, preached at 

Brighton and elsewhere. By the Rev. W. Gresley, M.A., 

Prebendary of Lichfield. 78. 6d. 
*' Their characteristic is the absence of art— the simple, direct earnestness of 
their style. The topics are chiefly such as concern the daily practice of Chris- 
tians, treated of by one whose pastoral experience has g^iven him a grasp of 
his subject, and a practicsU way of handling^ It. To those who question Mr. 
Gresley's loyalty to the Church of Engrland, a perusal of the last sermon migrbt 
possibly suggest some doubt as to the Justice of the accusation against him.'* — 
Ouard^an, 

GRESLEY.— Practical Sermons. 12nio. cloth, 78. 6d. 

These Sermons are intended to provide for the continual modiflcation taking 
place in habits of thought and feeling, and are suited to the particular times 
In which we lire. 

GRESLEY.— Parochial Sermons. 7s. 6d. 

GRESLEY. — The Present State op the Controversy 
WITH Rome. Three Sermons preached at S. Paul's Church, 
Brighton. Is. 

HICKS.^Plain Sermons on the Teaching op the Church 
IN HER Sacraments, as set forth in the Old and more fully 
developed in the New Testament. By the Rev. James 
Hicks, M.A., Vicar of Piddle Trenthide, Dorchester. Fcp. 
8vo., ds. 

HICKS. — Catechetical Lectures on the Incarnation 
AND Childhood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Fcp. 
8vo., 48. 6d. 

*' One of the most pleasing manuals which it baa been our fortune to see of 
late. The amount of instruction in the principal articles of Christian doctrine, 
and also on tiie Sacraments and other essentials, is very considerable. A 
series of questions are printed in the margin, affording perfect facility to the 
examiner. We cannot speak too highly of its devotional and Christian tone.*' 
— English Review, 

HILL.— Short Sermons on some leading Principles of 
Christian Life. By the Rev. U. Hill, M.A., Head 
Master of the Grammar School, Warwick. 6s. 
'* Display a great deal of thought, and are quite above the average of pulpit 
discourses." — EcdeeiMtie. 
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HOPWOOD. — Christ in His Church. Plain and Practical 

Sermons. By the Rev. Henry Hopwood, M.A., Rector of 

Botbal, Northumberland. 58. 6d. 
Ten Sermons, on The Early Fortunes of David; The Blessing of God on 
Pablic Worship I The Greatness of the Sinner's Way; The Christian Mimstiyi 
The Baptism of SniTering} The Lost Sheep, &c. 

HUTCHINSON.— Parish Recollections ; a Few Plain Ser- 
mons on Certain Church Observances, and on some of the 
Incidents of Thirty-eight years' Ministry in the same 
Parish. By the Rev. John Hutchinson, M.A., Precentor 
and Canon of Lichfield, Perpetual Curate of Blurton, Staf- 
fordshire. With a View of the Interior of Trentham Church, 
from a Drawing by the late Duchess Countess of Suther- 
land. 5s. 

** They witness to a Chnrchmanlike ministry of the truest and most earnest 
kind exercised for thirty-eig^ht years in the same parish, by one who never has 
changed or apparently wished to change his place." — Christian Remembrancer, 

** May well be perused for its intrinsic worth.**— Oj/ord Herald. 

** Shart and pithy, and well calculated to explain the meaning of the Church 
Services, and make people value their privileges.** — Clerical Journal. 

INNES.— Five Sekmons, Preached in Advent and on the Fes- 
tival of the Holy Innocents, 1851, in the Parish Church of 
Downe, Kent. By the Rev. John Innes, Incumbent. 
Is. 6d. 
CoNTSNTs: — Good Resolutions} Christ the Judge i The Judgment} Re- 
pentance the Preparatibn for Judgment, &c. 

IRONS.— The Preaching op Christ : a Series of Sixty Ser- 
mons for the People. By the author of " the Christian 
Servant's Book." 5s. in a packet ; wrappers for the Ser- 
mons separately, 9d. for 25. A Fine Paper Edition, bound 
in cloth, 8s. 6d. [See enlarged notice at page 24.] 

CoNTBNTs : — Six Sermons on our Lord's words to<sinners and the common 
people; Eight Sermons on the Beatitudes; Thirty- four Sermons on the Pa- 
rables, seven on some of oar Lord's Words, and six on His Last Words on 
Che Cross. 

"These Sermons are remarkable for great simplicity and earnestness of 
langnage. The ' Preface ' contains the key to the connection in which the 
aot]^or conriders that our Lord's preaching should be read." — EcclesiasHc, 

IRONS. — Sermons on the Miracles, being a Second Series 

of Sermons for the People. New edit. Demy 8vo., 8s. 6d. 

'* We have to tliank the able author of these discourses for demonstrating 
by the indisputable evidence of success, that it is possible to provide a the- 
ology for the people which shall be at once learned and plain, deep and intelli- 
gible, practical and attractiye." — Morning Poet. 

IRONS. — On the Holt Catholic Church. Parochial Lec- 
tures. By the Rev. W. J. Irons, D.D., Vicar of Brompton. 
Demy Svo., 48. 6d. 
CoNTBNTS : — ^The Church a witness against False Philosophy ; against Ro- 
mish Corruption j against Schism ; and against Rationalism. 

6 




IRONS.— On the Apostolical Succession. Parochial Lec- 
tures. Second Serieg, 4s. 6d. 

*' I desire to assist as far as I am able those who are seeking: to clear and 
define their thougrhts respecting the origin, nature, and power of the Cluistian 
M Inistry .*• — Pr^ace. 

IRONS. — Ecclesiastical Jubisdiction, being Four Lectures 

on The Synod; The Diocese; The Parish; The Priest. 

With a Preliminary Essay on the Teaching and Priestly 

Offices, and Appendices on the Doctrine of Unity and the 

Royal Supremacy. Demy 8vo., Ts. 6d. 

"Desigmed to bring the snbject of which they speak as intelligribly and 
simply as possible before the mhid of general readers.*' — Preface. 

LEE.— Four Advent Sermons, on Death, Judgment, Hell, 

and Heaven. By the Rev. F. G. Lee, F.S.A., Incumbent 

of S. John's, Aberdeen. 8vo., 2s. 
" Warm and practical, and fair models of what awakening sermons should 
be." — Christian Remembraneer. 

LEE. — The Words from the Cross. Seven Sermons for 
Lent and Passion-tide. By the Rev. F. G. Lee, F.S.A. 
8vo., 2s. 6d. 

LEE. — Miscellaneous Sermons, by Clergymen of the Church 
of England. Edited by the Rev. F. G. Lee, F.S.A. Post 
8vo., 7s. 6d. 

\* This Volume, which is published on behslf of the proposed School Build- 
ings at S. John's, Aberdeen, contains Sermons by the Reverends W. R. 
ViTROTH; John Purchas; J. C. Chambers ; Brt an Kino ; A. H. Mackonochik j 
W. R. Scott ; John Edwards, jun. ; T. W. Perrt; A. R. P. Vbnablks} 
Charles Ltford; J. H. Blunt; T. Dote Dove} John L. Latham; Charles 
GUTCH, &c., &c., &c. 

MAGNAY. — Sermons, Practical and Suooestiye. By the 
Rev. Claude Magnay. 12mo., 6s* 

Contents : — Sin the Disease of the Soul ; The Love of Jksds Unchange- 
able ; First and Second Advent ; The Christian Race; Oar Responsibilities as 
a Nation ; God's Word Sore ; The Tures and the Wheat, &c. 

MILL.— Sermons on the Nature of Christianity. 
Preached in Advent and Christmastide, 1846, before the 
University of Cambridge. By the late W, H. Mill, D.D., 
Kegius Professor of Hebrew, &c. 8vo., cloth, 7s. 

Contents : — The Word Incarnate the Basis of Individual and Social Chris* 
tianity; The True Centre of Christianity; Christian Faith Illustrated in S. 
Thomas j Christianity in its Perfection Illustrated in S. John ; On the Nativity. 

MILL. — Sermons Preached before the University of Cambridge, 
on the Fifth of November, 1848, and three following Sun- 
days, on the Relation of Church and State, on Ecclesiastical 
Independence, on Education, and the Invariableness of 
Bight Doctrine. 8vo., 5s. 6d. 

"Will repay a careful perusal} indeed the solid matter and chastened elo- 
quence of tiie preacher are scarcely apprehended and appreciated on a first 
readinfi:.'* — Eccleaiatiic. 
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MONHO.— PftACTicAL Sebmons on the Characters of 
THE Old Testament, foe the Couhbe of the Year. 
By the ReT. E. Monro. In 3 Vols., fcap. 8vo. Price 
ds. dd. each. 

Vol. I. CDDtaini Twenty-nine Sermons (m the following charaeten :— Moaes , 
Joseph) David, Job, Christmas Day, Boas, Adam, Bve. Cain, Isaiah, Bsau, Lot, 
Abraham, Pharaoh, Jacob, Solomon, Balaam, Saal, ElQah, Aaron, Ac. 

Vol. II. contains Twenty-six Sermons :--^Aaron, Samson, Samacd« Eli, David, 
Michal, Barzillai, Ahab, Jezebel, Obadiah, the household of Ahab, Hesekiah, 
Jehu, Josiah, Jonah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Micah, Isaac, Elisha, Joshua, 
Ezra. 

Vol. in. contains Twenty-six Sermons : — David, Jonatiian, Samuel, Solo- 
mon, Jehoshi^;>hat, Uzziah, Deborah, Jeroboam, Ruth, Nehemiah, Naaman, 
Amos, Nebuchadnezzar, Esther, EliUah, Rebekah, Delilah, Tobit, Bezaleel and 
Aholihab, The Sonr of Solomon, Elibu, The Prophet and the Priest, The Men 
of Nineveh and the Men of England, Balaam and Saul, Jeroboam, Saul, and Ahab. 

" We can speak of these with entire approval ; Sermons on Scripture Cha- 
racters have, and very undeservedly, been too much lost sight of. Far above 
the average, they exhiUt considerable powers ot language and the results of 
a good deal of reading ; they are original as well ^l sound." — Chriitian A«- 
tnetnbrancer, 

MOBSMAN.— Sermons. By the Rev. T. W. Mossman, B.A., 
Rector of East Torrington and Vicar of ^West Torrington, 
Lincolnshire. 12mo. cloth, ds. 

Sixteen Sermons, for Advent, Christmas, Lent, and othet* Festivals of the 
Church } an attempt to preach Don's Truth as distinctly as possible, not in 
the conventional lansruage which has been so long current in our pulpits, but 
in plain loving words that people can grasp ahd enter into. — Pr^aee, 

MOUNTAIN. — Sermons for the Seasons and on ot^eb 

OCCASIONS. By the Rev. J. B. Mountain, D.D., Rector 

of Blunham, Prebendary of Lincoln, and Chaplain to the 

Lord Bishop of Lincoln. 7t. 6d. 

" Dr. Mountain speaks with the assurance of a lift-long liUnlstry."— Joibi 
BMI. 

NEALE.— Readings fo& the Aged. First Series, contain* 
ing Nineteen Short Lectures for Lent, Holy Week, and 
Easter. By the Rev. J. M. Neale, D.D. New edition, 
with Additions, 12mo., 4s. 6d. 

" The different topics aie treated with simplicity and unaf^cted piety, and 
are well calculated to soothe the sorrows, lessen the regrets, strengthen the 
hopes, and to kindle the aspirations dT the closing period of this mortal exist- 
ence."— JoAn BtM. 

NEALE.— Readings for the Aged. Second Series, being 
Forty-one Short Lectures on the Lesser Holydays in the 
English Kalendar. With an Engraving of the Interior of 
the Chapel of Sackville College, East Grinsted. 12mo., 68. 

" It Is by no means easy to produce a book for a spectflc class and to do it 
well. Mr. Neale has done this and with great success. It possesses that hold, 
ness and a grasp of great truths, together with a graphic toudi asd a power 
of illustration so much to be desired.*' — Brighton Ottar^mn, 
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NEALE.— BeaDin(3s for the Aobd« Third Series, being 
Twenty-nine Short Lectures during f^rt of Lent, Ascen- 
sion-tide, and the Sundays after Tnnity. 12mo., 48. 6d. 

'* Exhibits the same power of adapting bimself to the circumstances oi 
tboBe for whom he writes, tiliat makes his Juvenile Tales so popular among the 
young." — Eccleaieuiic, 

" How much this little book was needed the parochial Clergy were only too 
well aware. We have the snbstahce of Twenty-nine SerMions of a simple and 
practi<iid character; the style has all the charm of Mr. Neale's genius^ But 
not the aged alone ; readers of every age and station may peruse these pages 
With delight, and (if it bd not their owM fenlt) with profit too.*'— Iri/erary 
Churchman. 



NEALE.-^Keadings fob the Aged, itourth Series^ con- 
taining Thirty Sermons for various Seasons of the Year, 
chiefly for Lent, Passion and Holy Week. The greater 
number are founded on the Fathers and Mediaeval writers. 
12mo.« 5s. 6d. ^ 

NEWLAND. — P08TIL8 : Short Sermons on the Parables, &c., 
adapted from the feathers. Bv the late Kev. H. Newland, 
M.A., Vicar of S. Mary Church. 2nd. Edit. Fcj). 8vo., 3s. 

" We have seldom read anything more effective j they most make people 
think, and think to some purpose.** — EccleiidsHc, 

"Thethonghtisahappy one to vt^ork out patristic teaehintf into sensibM 
idiomatic English ; we only repeat the experience of others when we say, 
that better seifmon thoughts are to be gathered f^om thes^ sources than firom 
any conceivable perusal cf Scott and Henry .''-^CArisMan Rtmembrancer. 

NUGEE.-^The Words from the Cross, as applied to our 
own Deathbeds, being a Series of Lent Lectures delivered 
at S. Paul's, Knightsbridge, 1853. By the Rev. George 
Nugee, M.A., Vioar of Wymering, Hants. New Editioti 
preparing. 

NUGEE.— The Holy Women of the Gospel. Second 
Series of Lent Lectures delivered at S. Paul's, Knights- 
bridge. Fcp. 8to., 28. 6d. 

" Mr. Nugee has earned the right to make the female character an tapeeial 
subject of illustration and instruction. In his 'Holy Women' we recngblse 
warmth of ^le, a sound grasp of doctricM, facility ef illostftttiaii, and Ivara- 
ings warm alike aM practical."— CArMiaii Rerhembtoneer. 

PAGET. — Twenty-two Sermons on the Saints' Cays and 
Festivals of the Church. By the Hev. F. E. Paget, 
M.A., Rector of Elford, Staffordshire. 12mo. cloth, re^ 
duced to 5s. 

Prepared for rural parishes and fhmiiy reading. 

'* There are still many parishes in which the work of restoring (church or- 
dinances is yet to b^ accomplished ; and thdre ar6 many persons Who in places 
where the churches ate closed on Saints' ttavs will bti thankful to mark in 
private the recorrenTce of each Festiyal as weU by prayer' And medltirtioXk to liry 
reading Sermons which hare a direct reference to the evetrti of fbe Holy 
J>9.y.**— Preface, 
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PAGET.— Sermons on the Duties of Daily Life. Third 

edition, 12mo. cloth, Gs. 6d. 

Being iDtended for domestic readingr, it has been tlie writer's endeayoor to 
make them as clear and simple as possible, both in style and langaage. 

CoNTKNTst — Sowinsr and Reapinsr; Forg^etfolness of Ooo; Sins of the 
Tonirne; Christian Reverence j ChiiBtian Resolution i Almsgivings j Prayer i 
Fasttog. &c. 

PAGET. — Sermons for Special Occasions. Post 8vo., Gs. 

Containing twenty-one Sermons for Consecration of Churches, Church- 
yards, Restoration, Anniversary, Foundation-Stone, New School, School 
Feast, Confirmation, Ordination, Vioitation, Church and Educational So. 
cieties, Choirs, Wakes, FestivaJs. Clubs, and Assizes. 

" Mr. Paget's name is too well known to require any elaborate criticism of 
these Sermons. They are like all his works— earnest, practical, and elo- 
quent.*' — John BtM. 

" Well calculated to furnish hints, both in style and material, for preachers 
at those times." — Ouardian. 

** We are glad to welcome so tried and useful a writer as Mr. Paget. These 
sermons show his old powers applied with great and happy skill to existing 
wants, and the social and corporate action of the Church." — Christian Re- 
fnernbroneeT. 

POLAND. — Earnest Exhortations on Practical Sub- 
jects. By the Rev. Frederick William Poland, M.A., 
of Emmanuel College, Cambridge; Vicar of Paignton, 
Devon. 12mo. 3s. 6d. 

POOLE.— Twelve Practical Sermons on the Holt Com- 
munion. By the Rev. G. A. Poole, M.A., Vicar of Wel- 
ford, Northamptonshire. 12mo., 4s. 6d. 
Contents: — Frequent Communion: The Cup of Blessing; The Feast on 
the Sacrifice J Foi^veness of Sins; Communion with Christ; Acceptable 
Worship; Repentance and Faith; A Thankful Remembrance; Charity with 
all Men. 
"Labouring not to prove, but to apply the doctrine stated."— Jo An Bull. 

POTT. — Village Lectures on the Sacraments and Occa- 
sional Services of the Church. By the Rev. Alfred 
Pott, B.D., Rector of East Hendred, Berks, late Principal 
of Cuddesden Theological College. 2s. 
Twenty-two Lectures on Baptism, Sponsors and their Duties, Holy Com- 
munion. Responsibilities, the Church a Family, Education, Confirmation, 
Marriage, Churchings, Visitation, Burial, &c. 

POTT.— Confirmation Lectures, delivered to a Village 
CongTeJfation in the Diocese of Oxford. Dedicated, by 
permission, to the Lord Bishop of Oxford. Third edi- 
tion, 28. 
" Deserve the fullest commendation, combining as they do simplidty with 
force, and a popular style of address with unequivocal and definite ortho- 
doxy." — Scoiiish EccletiasHcal Journal. 

** We recommend it to all country Clergy who have to minister to simple 
and uneducated congregations.'* — English Review. 

PRICHARD.— Sermons. By the Rev. James Cowles Prichard, 
late Vicar of Mitcham, Surrey. Fcp. 8vo., 4s. 6d. 

** The characteristic of this volume is reality. The educated reader will find 
scattered everywhere indications of the elegant tone of mind of the author, 
and of the manner in which his Oxford studies had told upon him.*'— Bcele' 
siastie. 
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PRYNNE.— Plain Parochial Seemons. Second Series. By 
the Rev. G. R. Prynne, B.A., Incumbent of S. Peter's, 
Plymouth. Demy 8vo., lOs. 6d. First Series, 10s. 6d. 

"Earnest and practical, and specially suited for private and devotional 
reading." — Ecclesiastic. 

** We very mach like these Sermons. They are jast what Sermons should 
be — short, practical, sound, and earnest.'* — English Revieuf. 

** They are written iti a plain, manly style of eloquence, and are full of sound 
doctrine." — Ecclesiastic. 

** A volume of simple bat beautiful Sermons." — Churchman*s Companion. 

READINGS ON THE HISTORY OF JOSEPH AND HIS 
BRETHREN. By Robert G. Swavne, M.A., late Perpetual 
Curate of S. Michael's, Bussage, Gloucester. Fcp. 8vo., 3s. 

Intended for the more thoughtful of our poor, and the young in general. 

" They are well suited to their purpose, and would prove useful for lending 
libraries." — Christian Remembrancer. 

** The wonderful type of our Lord's life on earth, which is found in the 
toucUng history of Joseph, is very admirably brought out in these Readings. 
We earnestly recommend this little volume, and we should be truly glad to see 
all the typ«s of Holy Scripture treated with a like reverence and spiiitualily of 
thought. ' ' — Ecclesiastic . 

*' A volume of careful and reverent Lectures of a practical kind upon both 
the literal and the typical meaning of a bistoiy which on its human side is the 
most pathetic, and on its divine side perhaps the most perfectly typical of the 
whole Old Testament." — Guardian. 

SCOTT.— Twelve Sermons. By Robert Scott, D.D., Master 
of Balliol College, Oxford. 1 2mo., cloth, 7s. 

CoNTKKTS :— The Two Temples ; Knowledge and Practice ; The Work 
Burned; Discipline of Prosperity; Discipline of Affliction; Scandal of the 
Cross; Glorying in the Cross; Conformity to the Cross; &Cf ' , ^^ 

SMITH. — Sermons Preached in Holy Week, and at 
OTHER Seasons of the Church. By the Rev. Charles 
F. Smith, M.A., Vicar of Crediton, Devon. l2mo., 6s., cloth. 

€MITH.— The Sins and Wretchedness of Christendom : 
Transgressions against kindly Helps and Governments of 
Divine Institution. A Course of Lenten and Paschal 
Sermons. By the Rev. W. Bramwell Smith, M.A. Post 
8vo., cloth, 6s. 

SEGNERI.— Twelve Sermons from the Quaresimale 
OF P. Paolo Segneri. Translated from the Original 
Italian by James Ford, M.A., Prebendary of Exeter. 
With a Preface relating to the Author. Second edition, 

8vo., 6s. 

" An extremely valuable work. More awakening and piercing Sermons we 
never read.*' — Christian Remembrancer. 

** Most extraordinary productions.*' — Journal of Sacred Literature. 

"They must have enchained the attention of the hearers from the first 
sentence to the last."— Guartfian. 

** VlTe do not wonder at Segneri's great popularity."— C/cnco/ Journal. ' 

** Had he understood Italian* Segneri would have been his delight." — Bishop 
Sumner. Sermon on the death of the Bishop of Calcutta, 
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SHQNEBI^^TWELVE SB1IM0N& FROM THE QUARESIBIALY OF 
p. FAQI4O Sbgnbri. SecoiK^ Series. Twelve Sermons on 
OenereU Su^ecU: on God's Thre^tenings — on Avoiding 
Qccasioni ox Sin-^-on the Cure of Slander -^Superflaous 
Wealth — the Quiet Conscience, &c. Translated by James 
Ford, M.A, . Second Edition. Os. 
SEQNERI. — ^Thirteen Sermons (being the concluding Se- 
ries) FROM THE QUARESIMALE OF PADRE P. SeGNERI. 6s. 
C0NTKVT8 : On reconciling our minds to the thought of death ; on the love 
of QoD in afflicUng us } on making n\en7 in a life of sin } on the sin of hin- 
dering religion in others; the incomparabte Passion of Christ (Good Friday) } 
the body's share in the glory of the resurrectloa (Easter Sunday) } the danger, 
after Easter, of a relapse in the penitent, &c., &c. 

The Three Series as above in one voU 15s, 
SKINNER.— The Revelation of the Anti-Christ, and 

HOW TO RECEIVE XT IN FaITH, IN HOPE, IN LoVE, IN Fe\R. 

Four Lectures preached at S. Matthias, Stoke Newington. 
By the Rev. James Skinner» M.A., Incumbent of Newland, 
Great Malvern. Is. 6d. 

SPRANQER,— Confirmation Lectxtres, By the Rev. R. J. 

Spranger, M.A. 
I. The Tree by the YiTater-side. 2d. II. Jovdaa Driveo Back, or Conver- 
sion. 4d. III. The Tree of life. 4d. IV. The Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil. 4d. V. The Tree of Knowledge of Good «pd Evil. 6^. VI. Behe^ 
moth, or the Children of Wrath. Od. To be coutinued. 

SPRANGER.— Lectures on the First Chapter of Qe- 
NESia, Showing Man's Interest in his Maker. With a 
Translation of S. Gregory the Great's Discotine on the 
Gift of Pfophe^y^ Demy 8vo. 3s. 

STRETTON. — The Actb of Mart Magdalene, considered, 
in a Series of Discourses, as illustrating Certain Important 
points of Doctrine. By the Rev. Henry Stretton, M,A^ 
Pemy 8vo., 7s. 6d, 
" The life of S. Mary B^gdalene is viewed In combination with the passages 
bk Scripture concerning the penitent woman of the city, and the sister of 
Martha. . . The subject is employed to give a foithfal portraiture Qf the sue- 
eessive steps from genuine repentance to a complete restoration. . . It is for 
us to express in few words a carefully formed opinion of the piety and learning 
of this thoughtful vcdume, and t9 give qqt testimoey to that mer(^ which thi 
author'^ name will naturi^y Imply." — OuardiarL. 
** A secies of discourses of unusual fa^terest.** — EngHsh Review. 

SUCKLING.-^Sermons. By the late Rev. R. A. Suckling, 

of Bussage. Fourth edition, ibp. 8vo., Ob, 
** They all possess the great merit of seeming to come from one who felt that 
he had something to say, not of abstract theology, bat of immediate personal 
concernment to his coDgreg;ation." — EedetituHe, 

THOMPSON.— CoNCiONAUA.. Oudines of Sermons for Pa- 
rochial Use throughout the Year. By the Rev. Henry 
Thompson, M.A., Vicar of Chard, Somersetshire* Second 
edition. Fcp^ Sva., cloth, 7s. 6d. 
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TOMLINS.— The Foub Night-Watchbs. Four Sennons 

for Advent. By the Rev. R. Tomlins, M.A. Dedicated 

by permission to the late Professor Blunt. 12mo., Is. 6d. 
CoNTBNTs;— Even, Childhood's Wat(dii Midnight, Youth's Watch j Cock- 
crowing. Manhood's Watch j Morning, Old Age's Watch. 

TOMLINS.— SBBM0N8. Forming a Complete Series for the 
greater cycle of High Days in the Church's Year, with 
several for other occasions. Second edition, 12mo., 5s. 

*' Distinguished by a tone of straightforward earnestness, which cannot fail, 
tinder Qou's blessing, to tell upon men's minds. . . . We would name ttie 
Sermons for Ash-We^esday and Qood Friday, with which we were specially 
struck."— £<wlesia«lio. 

WATSON. — Sermons for Sundays, Festivals, Fasts, and 
OTHER Liturgical Occasions. Edited by the Key. 

Alexander Watson, M.A. 6 toIs. 8vo. 

First Series, in one vol., price 7s* M., contains Twenty^six Sermons, from 
Whitsunday to the Twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity, by the Revs. W. Qresley, 
J. D. Coleridge, Bishop of Exeter, Bishop of 8. Andrew's, E. Churton, Dr. 
Irons, Dr. Mill, Dr. Molesworth, Bishop of Montreal, Archer Butler, Dr. Cor- 
nish, J. Jebb, &c., &c. 

Second Series, Vol. I., price 7s. 9d., contains Thirty-three Sertaons. from 
the First Sunday in Adveut to the Fifth Sunday in liCnt, by the Revs. J. M. 
Chanter, Bishop of Barbadoes, J. H. Finder, Dean of lichfleld, Bishop of 
8. Andrew's, M. Plnmmer, J. D. Coleridge, the Deaa of Canterbury, H. Hop« 
wood, ftc. 

Second Series, Vol. 11., 7s. 0d., contains Thirty-three Sermons, from Palm 
Sunday to the Fourth Sunday after Trinity, by the Revs. R. Parkinson, O. M. 
Coleridge, Dr. Mill, H. Thompson, G. J. Abraham, J. Keble, the Bishov ^ 
Barbadoes, the Bishop of Brechin, C. J. Heathcote, &c. 

Second Series, Vol. III., 7s. 6d., contains Thirty-one Sermons, from S. Peter^ 
Day to the Twenty.fifth Sunday after Trinity, by the Revs. W. J. Dampler, the 
Bishop of Breccia, the Dean of Exeter, J. Frere, Dr. MUU T. Woodward, the 
Dean of Emly, H. Hopwood, O. M. B. Coleridge^ J. B. Bweet, C. C. Bar- 
tholomew, &c., &e. 

Third Series, in one vol., 7s. 6d., contains Tliirty-two Sermons on the Occa- 
sional Offices,— Baptism, Church Music, Holy Matrimony, Schools, Confirma- 
tion, Almsgiving, Comminatlon, Visitations, National Repentance, &c.,-- by 
the Bishop of S. David's, the Bishop of New Jersey, the late BiAh<^ Arm* 
strong; the Revs. J. Oldknow, John Oxlee, F. D. Lempriere, H. Stretton, 
W. Maturin, &c. 

'* They are by the aUeet divines of the Church of England, including several 
of her Bishops, and form one of the most valuable contributions to the Sunday 
library wliich have yet been made." — Exeter Oaxette. 

** Us^U sennons for family reading, by some of the most eminent parish 
jMeste (tf the day. "-^English Churchman. 

"We would desire that every family had this work in their possessloB."— 
Waterfwrd MaU. 

WATSON.— Jesus the Giver and Fulfiller of the New 
Law. a course of Eight Sermons on the Beatitudes. 
Adapted to each daj in the Holy Week and to Easter 
Bay. 8vo., 38. 6d. 

An endeavour to set forth the reality of the legal obligation of the Gospel, 
and to exhibit the truth that He Who gave the New Law as our Prophet, 
Priest and King, Himself fulfilled the Law as our great Example, full of the 
grace which fiows from Him upon the redeemed race, of which He is federally 
and spirituidly the Head. 
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WATSON.— The Seven Sayings on the Cross; or, the 
Dying Christ our Prophet, Priest, and K.ing. Sermons 
Preached in S. John's Church, Cheltenham, m the Holy 
Week, 1847. 8vo., Ss. 6d. 

WEST.— Parish Sermons on the Chief Articles of the 
Christian Faith. By the Rev. J. R. West, M. A., Vicar 
of Wrawby with Glandford Brigg. 68. 

WINDSOR. — Sermons por Soldiers at Home and 
. Abroad. By the Rev. S. B. Windsor, Chaplain to the 
Forces, Portsmouth. Fop. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

" Do as well for sailors or carpenters, so good, plain, short, and impressive, 
that they will do for anybody. To the a^cultnral labourer, the factory opera^ 
tive, the London mechanic, the cabman, and policeman, as well as the soldier, 
these homdy bat good Sermons are equally applicable." — Literary Churchman, 

WOODFORD.— Occasional Sermons. Vol. I. By the Rev. 
J, R, Woodford, M.A., Vicar of Kempsford, Gloucester* 
shire. New edition. 8vo., 78. 6d. 

Contents :— Eighteen Sermons, on Hereditary Religion, Bodily Infirmities, 
S. Matthias, Dimensions and Proportions of the Chnrch, The Perpetuity of 
the Divine Incarnation, The Blessing of Joel, Predestination, Church and State, 
Invincible Ignorance, Wonder aueIementofRdigioD,Mea8uiingthe Pattern, ftc. 

" They contain many remarkable passages and flashes of eloquence, and 
display ingenuity and OTiginality of thought."— Fe/iir Farley*t JoumtU. 

WOODFORD.— Occasional Sermons. Vol. II., 8vo., Ts. 6d. 

CoNTKNTs : — Eighteen Sermons, on S. Paul's Conscience— Public Worship, 
a Service of Praise — Joshua and Satan — Man bom for an end — Cross-bearing 
— The Dignity of Human Nature — The Temple and the Bqidy, &c. 

** litr. Woodford is certainly one of the best preachers and writers of sermons 
that we have. ... In every sermon there is a well-chosen text; a ddSnite 
subject; and eloquent language, free from strains and extravagance.**— £f- 
clesiastic, 

WOODFORD. — Sermons preached in various Churches 
of Bristol. 8vo. 2nd edit. Ts. 6d. 

CoNTBNTs: Christian Principle and Determination— llie Representative 
Character of Public Worship— Adam in Paradise— The Fall of Adam— The SlA 
of Judas Iscariot— The Oblation of Chbist, &c. 

WROTH. — ^FivE Sermons on some of the Old Testa- 
ment Types of Holy Baptism. By the Rev. Warwick 
R. Wroth, B.A., Incumbent of S. Philip's, Clerkenwell. 3s. 

I. The Brooding of the Spurit. II. The Aric of Noah. III. The Red Sea. 
IV. Naaman. V. The Pool of Bethesda. 



<« 



T^pes show forth the mijesty of Baptism. **— Luther, 
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COMMENTARIES. 

BRECHIN.— A Commentary on the Litany. By the 
Bishop of Brechin. Fop. Svo., cloth, 4s. 6d. 
'* Tts most remarkable characteristic is the great research which it manifests. 
It is emriched with so many extracts from the Fathers, that it really becomes a 
complete return/ of patristic learning on the sut^Ject of which it treats."— 
Secleriiuiie. 

BRECHIN.— Commentary on the Seven Penitential 

Psalms, from Ancient Sources. Royal 32mo., cloth, 9(L 

and Is.; roan, Is. 6d. ; calf, 2s. 6d. 

'* Under this modest title we have a most usefal and truly religious realiza* 

tion of the Evangelical meanfaig of the Penitential Psalms. The writer has 

chosen for illustration the internal acts of penitence, and in a very able and 

eloquent introduction has placed the use of the Psalms in the Christian Church, 

and of these especially, as exponents of Evangdical repentance, in a very 

clear and satisfactory light." — Ecclesiaatic. 

BRECHIN.— A Commentary on the Te Deum, from An- 
cient Sources. Royal 32mo., 28. cloth ; 3s. 6d. calf; 48. 6d. 
morocco ; cheap edition, Is. 
" The nearer we come to the exact expression of the truth the more argu- 
ments we gather for the praUe of the Supreme. It has been the author's 
humble desire to teach men to praise well ; and it was thought that the direc- 
tion of the thoughts to this most wondrous Song at once so exacted and so 
practical, might (under the aid of the Holt Spirit) aid in fostering the habit 
of praise both with our lips and in our lives.'* — Pre/ace. 

BRECHIN.— A Commentary on the Canticles Used in 
THE Prayer Book. Royal 32mo., 28. ; cheap edition. Is. 

Viz. : — ^Venite, Benedicite, Benedictus, Jubilate, Magnificat, Cantate Domino, 
Nunc Dimittis, Dens Misereatur. 

** Intended to exhibit their Evangrelical sense, and to show how ftilly words 
which are day by day in our mouths do actually refer to Christ. In the 
Spirit they speak to us of the highest mysteries of the kingdom of Ooo, and 
of all the blessed consequences of the Incarnation." — Preface, 

COTTAGE COMMENTARY (The) . By the Rev. R. S. Hunt, 
M.A., Incumbent of Mark Beech, Edenbridge, Kent. 
Vol. I., Gospel of S. Matthew. Cloth, 3s. ; limp, 2s. 6d. 
Vol. ir.. The Gospel of S. Mark. Cloth, 2s.; limp, Is. 8d. 
Vol. IV., The Gospel of S. John. Cloth, 38. ; limp, 2s. 6d. 

This work will, it is hoped, supply the want that has been much felt among 
Churchmen, of a Commentary reaUy plaui, easy, and simple, such as the 
Cottager and unlearned can read and understand. 

FORD.—The Gospel op S. Matthew Illustrated chiefly in 

the Doctrinal and Moral Sense, from Ancient and Modern 

Authors. By the Rev. James Ford, M.A., Prebendary of 

Exeter. Second Edition. Demy 8vo., cloth, lis. 
" Seems to us eminently calculated to supply valuable aid and material of 
instruction to those who are about to expound the Word of God." — English 
Review. 

FORD. — The Gospel op S. Mark Illustrated chiefly in the 

Doctrinal and Moral Sense, from Ancient and Modern 

Authors. Demy 8vo., cloth, 9s. 
" The true value of these volumes is in suggesting, in fact supplying, Ser. 
mon Thoughts.*' — Christian Remembrancer, April, 1849. 
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FORD.— The Gospel of S. Luke Illustrated chiefly in the 
Doctrinal and Moral Sense, from Ancient and Modern 
Authors. Demy 8vo., cloth, 12s. 

" The brevity, depth, and variety of the extnusta form ths most peculiar and 
Taluable ftatures of the work, and grive it a yreat praoUoal superiitfity over 
SMtiit other oommentariee." — English Churchman. 

"A work of great practical usefalness to all who would comprehend and 

?[>preciate folly the truths, the incidents, and the objects of the Gospel history, 
o the student of Divinity it has a peculiar value, and to the Clergy it has 
many and important recommendations/'^-O^orrf Herald, 

FORD.— The Gospel of S. John Illustrated chiefly in the 
Doctrinal and Moral sense, from Ancient and Modern 
Authors. Demy Svo., cloth, 13s. 

This volame completes the Four Gospels, and contains copious Indexes of 
the whole. 

" TO the student of Divinity they have a peculiar value, and cannot fail to 
be of the greatest assistance in preparing for examination, whether at the 
University, or for Ordination."— Or/^orif Herald, 

" Mr. Ford has added to the religious Library a book, which has no exact 
parallel, that we know of; and which, besides the more immediate object of 
eomment and exposition, may serve the still higher end of Christian charity 
by showing the beauty and value of many writings among those, who differ 
fbom ourselves in outward and even doctrinal matters ; yet whom Mr. Ford 
has the good sense and msoliness to admire, snd to quote flrom, for their piety 
and wisdom.**— Oicaftftan. 

'* This volume fully maintains the reputation of the preceding volumes, and 
does great credit to the amiable writer's piety, good sente, and diffuse read* 
ing."— CArisMon Rememhraneer, 



*«* This valuable set of books is kept handsomely bound, 
for Presents or University Prizes. Price varying from £3. 12s. 
to £4. 10s. 

FORD. — The Acts of the Apostles Illustrated chiefly in 

the Doctrinal and Moral Sense, from Ancient and Modern 

Authors. With Indexes. Demy Svo., cloth, 13s. 

" For variety and profoseness, this oollection stands almott without a rival ^ 
there is a pleasing tone of piety in the extntets.'*- CAris/taf» Remembrancer, 

FORD.— S. Paul's Epistle to the Roiiaks. Illustrated 
from Divines of the Church of England. Demy 8vo., cloth, 
price 12s. 

MALAN. — The Gospel accoedIng to S. John, Translated 
from the Eleven Oldest Versions, except the Latin, and 
Compared with the English Bible ; with Notes on every 
one of the Alterations proposed by the Five Clergymen in 
their Revised Version of this Gospel. By the Rev. 8. C. 
Malan, M.A., of Balliol College, Oxford, and Vicar of 
Broadwindsor, Dorset. Demy 4to., 450 pp., price 368. 

The Translations are from the Syriae, Sthiopic, Armenian, GeoTfian, 81a* 
vonic, Sahidic, Memphitic, Gothic, Anglo-Saxon, Arabic, and Persian, printed 
with the Authorised Version, in twelve parallel colamns. There are short 
notes at the foot of every Translation ; and the Notes on the Revised Version 
form the second part of the volame. 
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NEALE.— A CoMMEKTABY ON THB PsALMs. From the Fa- 
thers and mediaeyal writers, as well as from the Office 
Books of the Greek, Syriac, Roman, Amhrosian, and Mo- 
zarahic rites. By the Key. J. M. Neale* Vol. I., Psalms 
1 to 38. 10s. 6d. Vol. II. in the Press. 

" A work of siDgoIar interest to the derotional reader, and one which will 
open a new field ot thought to theological students. Mr. Neale has lonr been 
known as the best qoaUfled of our English clergy for such an undertalung as 
the present; he presents us with a continuous commentaiy, in which we find 
condensed the most precious spiritoal teaching of the best primitive and me- 
diaeval expositors. Ilie skill and grace with which these diverse materials are 
worked up are very striking > and still more remarkable is the power with which 
the inexhaustible treasures of liturgical illustration are brought to bear on 
each Psalm in turn. To the clergy this work will be especially usefhl. Num. 
hers will owe it to this book that they will sing their daily Fsalms 'with the 
understanding also.* '* — Christian Remembrancer. 

NEALE. — Commentary on thb Words of the Hymnal 
Noted. Part I. 18mo., 6d. 

These Hymns, which have consoled thousands of God*8 servants in all cir- 
cumstances from the earliest days to our own, and many written by great 
saints, must have great depth and fulness of meaning, which the author has 
here endeavoured briefly to set forth. 



SINGLE SERMONS. 

ANDREWES.— The Duty op a Nation in Time op War. 
A Sermon preached before Queen Elizabeth. By Bishop 
Andrewes. 6d. 

BAITERSBY.— Sermon on the Death op the Prince 
Consort. By the Rev. W. Battersby, Perpetual Curate 
of Pokesdown, Hants. 6d. 

BELLAIRS.— The Chttrchman's Church. Two Sermons 

S reached at Bedworth, Warwickshire. By the Rev. Henry 
iellairs^ Vicar. 6d. 

BENNETT.— Christian Zeal and Holy Places. Two Ser- 
mons peached at the Re-opening of the Chapel of the 
Holy Trinity, Bordesley, Birmingham. By the Rev. 
W. J. E. Bennett, Vicar of Frome. Is. 

BENNETT.—Christ Jesus came into the World to save 
Sinners. A Sermon preached in the Parish Church of S. 
George's in the East, on Thursday, Nov. 21, 1857. 6d. 

BLAGG. — Three Sermons, Christ the Second Adam. By 
the Rev. M. W. Blagg, Curate of Powerstock. Is. 

BROOKING.— Individual Responsibility por National 
Visitations. By the Rev. N. Brooking, Vicar of Ipple* 
pen, Devon. -Od. 
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Single Sermons* 



BROTHERS.—The Hatred or the Wohld the Test op 
OUR ABIDING IN Ghrist. A Sermon. B)^ the Rev. Francis 
Brothers, Assistant Curate of S. Paul's, Blnightsbridge. 6d. 

BROUGHTON.— A Farewell Sermon preached in the 
Parish Church of Uttoxeter. By the Rev. C. F. Brough- 
ton, Rector of Norbury, Diocese of Lichfield. 6d. 

BULLER.— Inherent Opposition between the two Tra- 
ditional Systems of explaining the " One Catholic 
and Apostolic ChtTrch." Two Sermons preached at the 
Visitation of an Archdeacon in the years 1854 and 1857. 
By the Rev. A. Buller, author of one of the " Tracts for 
the Times." 8vo., Is. 6d. 

CARTER.— Mercy for the Fallen. Two Sermons in aid 
of the House of Mercy, Clewer. By the Rev. T. T. Carter, 
M.A., Rector of Clewer. To which is added, an Appeal 
for the Completion of the House. Is. 

CARTER.— Inward Life in Outward Troubles. A Ser- 
mon preached at the Anniversary Dedication of S. Mat- 
thias, Stoke Newington, 1851. 58. 

CARTER.— The Life of Objective Faith. A Sermon 
preached at the Dedication Feast, 1856. 6d. 

CARTER.— The Church's Mission. A Sermon preached 
at the Parish Church of S. George in the East, April 27, 
1858, being the First Anniversary of the Dedication of 
the Mission Chapel of S. Saviour, Wellclose Square. 6d. 

CARTER. — ^The Divine Service. A Sermon preached at 
the Eighth Anniversary of the Consecration of S. John the 
Evangelist, Bovey Tracey. By the Rev. T. T. Carter. 6d. 

CHAMBERLAIN.— The Glories of Christ and His 
CffURCH. A Sermon, preached before the University of 
Oxford. By the Rev. T. Chamberlain, M. A. 6d. 

COURTENAY.— The Presence of Christ with His Mi- 
nistry, AND IN Holy Places. By the Rev. the Hon. 
C. L. Courtenay, Vicar of Bovey Tracey, Devon. Is. 

1)AVIES.— The Judgment of God on our National Sins. 
A Sermon on the Indian Revolt. By the Rev. Alfred 
Davies. 6d. 

DAY. — ^The Liberia of the Gospel no Plea for the 
ABSENCE OF CEREMONIAL IN PuBLic WORSHIP. A Ser- 
mon preached in the Parish Church of S. Botolph without 
Aldgate. By Henry J. Day, M.A., S. Catharine's College, 
Cambridge, Assistant Curate. 6d. 

DENISON.— The Church and School. Two Sermons. By 
the Yen. Archdeacon Denison. Is. 
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DENISON.— National Unthankfulkess : its Fruits and 
Punishment. A Sermon, preached in Wells Cathedral on 
November 5, 1854. Second edition. Is. 6d. 

DYKES. — Nattteal and Spibitual Life. A Sermon 
preached in Durham Cathedral. By John B. Dykes, M.A., 
late Precentor. 8d. 

EVANS. — A Sebmon on the Death op the Prince Con- 
SOBT. By the Yen. Archdeacon Evans, B.D. 6d. 

FLOWER.— Stand Fast in the Faith. By the Rev. W. B. 
Flower, late Vicar of Crawley, Sussex. Is. 

FLOWER.— The Globies of the Chubch of Chbist. A 
Sermon. 6d. 

FLOWER.— The Works of the Lord are Gbeat. A 
Sermon. 6d. 

FLOWER. — Choral Services and Ritual Observances. 
Two Sermons with an Address on the Present Troubles in 
the Church, preached at Bovey Tracey. Is. 

FLOWER.— The Work we have to do. A Farewell Ser- 
mon preached at Christchurch, Plymouth. Is. 

FORBES.—*' Loose him and let him go ;" or, the Benefit of 
Absolution. A Sermon. By the Rev. G. H. Forbes, 
Rector of Broughton, Northamptonshire. 6d. 

FORBES.— The Way of Sorrows. A Sermon. Is. 

FORBES.—" Jesus Wept." A Sermon. Is. 

FORD.— Holy Communion at a Visitation. A Sermon. 
By the Rev. James Ford, Prebendary of Exeter. 6d. 

FOWLER.— The Church the Bond op Brotherhood. 
A Club Sermon. By the Rev. C. A. Fowler, Perpetual 
Curate of King's Kerswell, Devon. 6d. 

GOODWIN.— The Duty op Offering to God. A Sermon. 
By the Very Rev. Harvey Goodwin, D.D., Dean of Ely. 6d. 

GUTCH. — The Gloomy Summer; or, God*s Threatened 
Chastisement reserved for National and Individual 
Sins. A Sermon preached, in compliance with the sugges- 
tion of the Bishop of London, at All Saints', Margaret 
Street. By the Rev. C. Gutch, B.D., Curate. 6d. 

GUTCH.— The Stained Glass Window : a token of grati- 
tude and joint memorial in the House of GoD for Divine 
Mercies. A Sermon preached on S. Matthew's Day, 1866, 
in the Church of Norton S. Philip, Diocese of Bath and 
Wells. By the Rev. Charles Gutch, B.D. 6d. 
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HEwifiiT.— Obsbryaiccb or tbb Fast Bats of the Chubch 
BT ScxEOOLBOTS. A SermoD preached ia the Chapel of 
All Saints Oraminar School, jBloxham. By the Rey. 
J. W. Hewett. 6d. 

HUGHES.-*Th£ Sabbath Made for Man. By the Rey. 

J. Hughes, Perpetual Curate of East and West Looe, 

Cornwall. 6d. 
HUGO. — Address before the Hon. Artillery Company 

at the Funeral Service on the death of the Prince 

Consort. By Thomas Hugo, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.S.L. 

4d. ; enamel cover, 6d. 

INDIAN REVOLT.— A Sermon preached in India on the day 
of Humiliation. By a Clergyman of the Church of Eng<* 
land. Is. 

* 

JENNEIL— The Qbace of Holy Orders and its Correla* 
TiVE Obligations. A Visitation Sermon. By the Rev.. 
H. L. Jenner, Vicar of Preston, Kent. 6d. 

JONATHAN. A Sermon for these times. By the author 
of " Faith and Practice." 2d. 

KEBLE. — The Strength of Christ's Little Ones. A Ser* 
mon. By the Rev. J. Keble, M,A., Vicar of Hursley. 6d. 

KING. — ^A Warning against the Sin of Sacrilege ; being 
a Sermon preached by Bryan King, A.M„ Rector of S. 
George's in the East, 3d. 

?^ING.— The Recovery of the Lost Sheep of the Church 
OF England by Home Missions in her Large and 
Destitute Parishes. A Sermon preached at the open- 
ing of the Calvert Street Mission Chapel. By the Kev. 
Bryan King, Rector of S. George's in the East. 6d. 

LAWRENCE.— Humiliation, England's Duty. A Sermon 
on tlie Indian Revolt. By the Rev. G. M. Lawrence. 6d. 

LE GEYT. — ^The Warning of Esau. A Sermon preached 
at the Church of S. George in the East. By the Rev. C. J. 
Le Geyt, M.A., Incumbent pf S. Matthias', Stoke Newing- 
ton. 4d. 

LIDDON,— The Aim and Principles of Church Missions. 
A Sermon preached at S. Mary Magdalene, Munater 
Square. By the Rev. H. P. Liddon, Vice-Principal of 
S. Edmund Haii, Oxford. 4d. 

LOUGHBOROUGH.— Times of Restoration, A Sermon, 
with Notes, &c. By R, L. Loughborough, Vicar of Pirton, 
Herts. 2s. 6d. 
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MANNING AND HAKE,— The Son op Consolation. Two 
Sermons to the Boys of All Saints School, Bloxham, 1854. 
By the Kev. F. J. Manning and the Rev. R. Hake* 6d. 

MANNING.— Called to be Saints. A Seitaon preached 
on the Feast of All Saints, 1855. 4d. 

MILL.— Human Policy and Divine Teuth. A Sermon, 
before the University. By W. H. Mill, D.D, Is, 6d. 

MOBERLY. — "O come let us Sing unto the Lord." 
A Sermon preached at the First Meeting of the Wim- 
borne Chotui Association, at Wimborne Minster. By the 
Rev. G. Moberly, D.C.L., Head Master of Winchester 
College. 6d. 

MONRO.— Home and Colonial Missions. Two Sermons. 
By the Rev. Edward Monro. Is. 

MORRIS.— God Wonderful in His Holy Places. A 
Sermon. By the Rev. T. E. Morris* 3d» 

MURRAY. — S. Andrew an Example. A Sermon preached 
on S. Andrew's Day, 1854. By the Rev. James Murray, 
M.A. Id. 

NEALE.— "He said. Come." A Sermon preached at the 
Dedication Festival of S. Matthias, Stoke Newiirgton, 
June 30, 1859. By the Rev. J. M. Neale, M.A. Pub- 
lished by request. 6d. 

NEWLAND.— The Two-Edged Sword of God. A Ser- 
mon preached on the Day of Humiliation. By the late 
Rev. H. Newland. 3d. 

NEWLAND.— The Lord is at Hand. An Advent Sermon. 
4d. 

OXFORD (Bishop of.)— Sermon preached by tlie Lord Bishop 
of Oxford, on the Ojiening of the New Building of the 
House of Mercy, Clewer, Vigil oF S. Andrew, November 
29. To which are added the Order of Services, and an 
account of the Ceremony. Is. 

OXFORD (Bishop of.)—" Cast in Meal;" or, the Poison 
rendered Harmless. A Searmc^n preapched by the Lord 
Bishop of Oxford at S. John's, Hurstpierpoint. Is. 

PAGET.i— The Idolatry of Covetousness. By ibe Rev. 
Francis E. Paget. Is. 

PEARSON. — Apostolic Treatment of Divisions in the 
Church. By W. H. Pearson. Is. 

PREVOST.— The Restoration oe Churches, and The 
Walk in the Spirit. Two Sermons, by the Rev. Sir 
George Prevost, Bart., and the Rev. C. E, A.ennaway. 6d. 
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PUSEY. — Increased Communions. A Sermon, by the Rev. 
E. B. Pusey, D.D. 3d. 

PUSEY.—Do ALL TO THE LoBD Jesus. A Sennon. 3d., or 
8s. per hundred for Parochial distribution. 

PYE. — The Teacher sent from God. An Ordination Ser- 
mon. By the Rev. H. J. Pye, M.A., Rector of Clifton 
Campville. Is. 

RAWLINS. — The Externals of Religion. A Sermon 

g reached in the Parish Church of Clifton Campville, on 
unday, February 14, 1858. By the Rev. T. S. F. Raw- 
lins, Curate. Is. 

REECE.— Jesus, God Incarnate, the Object of Adora- 
tion IN THE Holt Eucharist. A Sermon preached in 
the Parish Church of S. Mary Church, Devon, on Christ- 
mas Day, 1857. By the Rev. W. S. Reece, Curate. 6d. 

RICHARDSON.— God's Call of His Ministers. A Sermon 
preached September 16, J711. By William Richardson, 
lately a Dissenting Preacher in Pinmakers' Hall, but now 
ordained a Presbyter in the Church of England. (Re- 
printed.) 4d. 

RUSSELL. — Obedience to the Church in things Ritual. 
A Sermon, by the Rev. J. F. Russell, Incumbent ol' S. 
Mary's, Greenhithe. 6d. 

SINGLETON. — Uncleanness, the Ruin of Body and 
Soul. Two Sermons to the Boys at Radley, by the Rev. 
R. C. Singleton. 8d. 

SISTERS OF BETHANY. Three Sermons preached at the 
Chapel Royal, Windsor Great Park. 6d. 

SKINNER.— The Priest's Call. A Sermon for Ember 
Days. By the Rev. J. Skinner. 2d. Intended for Paro- 
chial distribution, 7s. per 100. 

SKINNER.— The Stewards of the Mysteries of God. 
A Sermon for Ember Days. 2d. 

SMITH. — ^The Office and Duties of Sponsors. A Sermon. 
By the Rev. C. O. Smith, B.A. 3d. 

SMYTTAN.— Christ Slighted and Rejected. Two Ser- 
mons preached in S. Andrew's, 'Wells Street, in Passion 
and Holy Weeks, 1856. By the Rev. G. H. Smyttan, 
Rector of Hawks worth, Notts. Is. 

SPRANGER. — Church Colouring. A Sermon in behalf of 
the Schools, All Saints', Margaret Street, March 4, 1860. 
By the Rev. R. J. Spranger, M.A. Published by request. 
The profits to be given to the School Fund. 6d. 
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STUART.— -Faith and Folly. A Sermon Preached on S. 
Thomas* Day, 1857, at the Church of S. Mary Magdalene. 
By the Kev. Edward Stuart, Incumbent 4d. 

STUART. — The Presence of Christ realised by Love. 
A Sermon by the Rev. H. C. Stuart, Incumbent. 6d. 

TODD. — " I Thirst." A Sermon preached during Lent, in 
the Parish Church of Sleaford. By the Rev. Thomas 
Todd, M.A., Rector of Newton, Lincolnshire. Is. 

WATSON.— Public Ordinances an Effectual Ministra- 
tion OF Divine Pardon. Preached at the Consecration 
of S. Mary's, Devonport. By the Rev. Alexander Watson, 
M.A. Is. 

WELLINGTON. — The Ca tholic Unity of Christ's Churc h . 
A Sermon preached Oct. 17, 1858. By the Right Rev. 
the Lord Bishop of Wellington. 6d. 

WOODFORD.—The Commission and the Promise. A 
Sermon preached at a General Ordination held by the 
Lord Bishop of Oxford. By the Rev. J. R. Woodford, 
M.A., Vicar of Kempsford. Is. 



CHARGES. 

BRECHIN. — A Primary Charge delivered to the Clergy of 
his Diocese, at the Annual Synod. By A. P. Forbes, D.CLL., 
Bishop of Brechin. Second Edition, enlarged, with an 
Appendix. 28. 6d. Also a cheap edition on small paper, Is. 

" We can bnt rtjoice that nothingr has prevented the publication of a Charge 
■o fall of orthodoxy and piety. So many other topics are incidentally alluded 
to, besides the * Real Presence/ that it would have been a great loss to the 
C3ergy of Brechhi to be deprived of a discourse so learned, careful, and in- 
structive."— Irt/eraty Churchman, 

f * Deserves to be ranked among theolc^cal treatises.'* — Qwtrdian. 

** The new edition is enriched with several explanatory passages, a catena 
of authorities, and a reply to his opponents. These make it to be a very com- 

Slete theological treatise on the Eucharist ; but that which after all is perhaps 
8 chief ornament, is the beautifully charitable and humble spirit in which he 
replies to his Brother Bishops. It is a perfect model of theological contro- 
versy." — Eceletiaatie, 

BRECHIN. — A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocese 
of Brechin, on the 27th of August, 1862. By A. P. 
Forbes, D.C.L. 6d. 

DENI SON.— Primary Charge to the Clergy, &c., of the 
Archdeaconry of Taunton, May, 1852. By G. A. Denison, 
Archdeacon. Is. 6d. 
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DENISON.— The Chabge of the Yen. the Abchdeacon 
OF Taunton, 1849, with Appendix of Letter to the Clergy 
and Churchwardens, &c 6d. 

DENISON.— The Charge of the Ven. the Aechpeacon 
of Taunton, 1860. 6d. 

FREDERICTON.— A Chaege delivered at hie Primarv Visi- 
tation held in Christ Church Cathedral, Fredericton, August 
24, 1847, by John, Bishop of Fredericton. Is. 6d. 

SANDFORD.— The Chuech Rate and the Census. A 
Charge. By John Sandford, B.D., Archdeacon of Co- 
ventry. l8« 



PREACmNG OF CHRIST (The) : a Series of Sixty Sermons 
for the People. By the author of ** the Christian Servant's 
Book.'' 5s. in a packet; wrappers for the Sermons sepa- 
rately, 9d. for 25. A Fine Paper Edition, bound in cloth, 
8s. 6d. 

*' My object in writing: this Series of Sermons was to place before the minds 
of the people of a populous palish * the Gospel* as it was taught by Christ 
Himself. There are notions very prevalent as Gospel in our time and coantry 
which can derive Uttl^ if any, even apparent soppcnt from the expfess teach- 
ing of oar Saviour. If th^ were distinctly seen by our people, they would 
«oon be likely to draw the inference, that such interpretations of onr Faith 
cannot be the right inteicpretations, since tiiey contradict the Gospels. 

'* Desiring simply to illustrate the Preaching of Cbrist, I began, in the first 
six sermons, with His most attractive and merdftil words, to ' sinners ' and 
the ' common people,' in the ifttfti chapter of 4. Liice. IlieB, wishing the 
coarse to be somewhat meUiodioa], I took each of His BB*TiTiri>B8, Arom His 
vwn first Sermon, and e9q>oanded them in order. This plain teaching in the 
beginning of our Loin>*« Ministry was the basis of His New Law. It was 
rejected by the Jews, and henceforth therefore He * spoke to then in FMnables,' 
expounding these * dailc sayings'* to His diseipleB privately. 

•** I nest, tiieicfore, frtaced all the Parablbs in order, as nearly as might be j 
ooDclttdtsg flrom a saying of oar Lord (S. Mark iv. 13,) wiien uttering His 
drst Parable, that it might be a kind of key to the rest { and that all would be 
mutBally iHustrative, tf read oonsecntively in the same order in which He 
spoke them. And I found it to be so ; thoagh it was not till all these sermons 
were thus arranged, and nearly all written, that the compteteaess of the series 
of subjects so strikingly appeared. With the exception of the Parables in the 
16th chapter ot S. Luke and the beginning of the loth, all the present sermons, 
(A-omall Parables recorded by the diiferent Evangelist^) arc ammged in their 
chronological order." — Preface, 



24 



^ 



p 



• I 



I . 



x • 



^A] 



1/ L 



